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Some people have a marvelous talent for telling fascinating stories about past events. In our  

family, we are lucky to have both my mothe, Louise Ryder, and my mother-in-law, Constance Siegel, 

who possess this special gift. Thanks to them, we have gained a great many insights into our family his-

tory. Without their stories, we would know very little indeed about how our relatives—both in Europe 

and America—lived, and what their lives were like.

Most of us know only small bits and pieces of our family history. This activity is designed to 

change all that! We will be interviewing an older relative and listening to some stories we may never 

before have heard about our families. In doing so, we may come to appreciate our families all the more. 

The ability to ask simple, open-ended questions, and to listen very carefully to the answers are 

important components of this activity. An audio recording device is a great thing to use when interview-

ing your relative. If this equipment isn’t available, try to take some brief notes as the person answers 

your questions.

Before introducing this activity to your class, interview one of you rown relatives, and record or 

jot down some of his/her stories.

• notebook or  
   composition paper
• pencils	

• pens

• audio recording device

1. Introduce this activity by playing a recording of one of your relatives  
    telling a story, or by briefly relating such a story through your notes.
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2. Explain that in this activity, we will be interviewing one of our 
older relatives in order to gam a better understanding of our 
family history.

3. Ask the children to choose the person they wish to interview, and 
to formulate some questions that they would like to ask that 
person. You may wish to pass out a list of suggested questions, 
such as the one that follows, to further assist your students. 
• What were things like when you were a kid? 
• Can you tell me about some funny incidents from your past? 
• What do you remember about another country or city? 
• Where did you live as a child? 
• What was the climate like? 
• What was your house or apartment like? 
• What kind of family gatherings did you attend? 
• What pets did you have? 
• How were holidays celebrated? 
• What kind of games did you play? 
• How did you meet another relative (ask, for example, how your 
mother met your father)? 
• What was school like?

4. After everyone has their questions prepared, remind them to bring 
a tape recorder and blank tape, or a notebook and pen/pencil to 
their interview.

5. Assign a certain date by which the children should have 
conducted their interview.

6. When all the interviews are complete, hold a sharing session and 
story hour. 

Invite the interviewees to attend a special “Meet the Relatives Class 
Party.” Ask each child to make a drawing based on something he/she 
learned about the family. 

• Harranth, Wolf. My Old Grandad. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
1984.

• Khalsa, Dayal Kaur. Tales of a Gambling Grandma. New York: 
Clarkson N. Potter, Inc., 1986.

• LeShan, Eda. Grandparents: A Special Kind of Love. New York:  
Macmillan, 1984.

• Simon, Norma. All Kinds of Families. Niles, IL: Albert  
Whitman, 1976.
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