






are available for most basic curriculum subjects plus many enrichment areas. For more Good Year 
Books, contact your local bookseller or educational dealer. For a complete catalog with information 
about other Good Year Books, please write:

Good Year Books 
A Division of Social Studies School Service 
10200 Jefferson Boulevard 
Culver City, CA 90232-0802

www.goodyearbooks.com 
(800) 421-4246

Book design by Street Level Studio. 
Copyright © 1995 Willet Ryder. 
All Rights Reserved. 
Printed in the United States of America.

ISBN 978-1-59647-297-6

Previous ISBN 0-673-36170-5

Only portions of this book intended for classroom use may be 
reproduced without permission in writing from the publisher.



V
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



VI
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



VII
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder





1
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



2
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



3
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



4
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



5
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



6
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



7
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



8
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



9
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



10
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



11
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



12
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



13
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



14
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



15
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



16
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



17
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



18
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



19
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



20
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



21
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



22
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



23
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



24
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



25
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



26
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



27
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



28
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



29
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



30
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



31
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



32
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



33
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



34
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



35
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



36
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



37
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



38
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



39
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



40
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



41
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



42
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



43
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



44
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



45
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



46
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



47
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



48
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



49
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



50
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



51
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



52
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



53
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



54
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



55
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



56
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



57
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



58
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



59
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



60
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



61
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



62
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



63
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



64
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



65
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



66
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



67
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



68
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



69
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



70
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



71
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



72
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



73
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



74
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



75
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



76
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



77
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



78
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



79
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



80
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



81
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



82
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



83
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



84
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



85
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



86
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



87
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



88
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



89
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



90
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



91
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



92
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



93
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



94
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



95
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



96
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



97
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



98
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



99
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



100
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



101
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



102
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



103
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



104
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



105
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



106
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



107
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



108
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



109
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



110
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



111
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



112
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



113
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



114
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



115
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



116
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



117
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



118
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



119
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



120
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



121
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



122
From Celebrating Diversity with Art: Thematic Projects for Every Month of the Year, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 by Willet Ryder



Some people have a marvelous talent for telling fascinating stories about past events. In our  

family, we are lucky to have both my mothe, Louise Ryder, and my mother-in-law, Constance Siegel, 

who possess this special gift. Thanks to them, we have gained a great many insights into our family his-

tory. Without their stories, we would know very little indeed about how our relatives—both in Europe 

and America—lived, and what their lives were like.

Most of us know only small bits and pieces of our family history. This activity is designed to 

change all that! We will be interviewing an older relative and listening to some stories we may never 

before have heard about our families. In doing so, we may come to appreciate our families all the more. 

The ability to ask simple, open-ended questions, and to listen very carefully to the answers are 

important components of this activity. An audio recording device is a great thing to use when interview-

ing your relative. If this equipment isn’t available, try to take some brief notes as the person answers 

your questions.

Before introducing this activity to your class, interview one of you rown relatives, and record or 

jot down some of his/her stories.

• notebook or  
   composition paper
• pencils 

• pens

• audio recording device

1. Introduce this activity by playing a recording of one of your relatives  
    telling a story, or by briefly relating such a story through your notes.
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2. Explain that in this activity, we will be interviewing one of our 
older relatives in order to gam a better understanding of our 
family history.

3. Ask the children to choose the person they wish to interview, and 
to formulate some questions that they would like to ask that 
person. You may wish to pass out a list of suggested questions, 
such as the one that follows, to further assist your students. 
• What were things like when you were a kid? 
• Can you tell me about some funny incidents from your past? 
• What do you remember about another country or city? 
• Where did you live as a child? 
• What was the climate like? 
• What was your house or apartment like? 
• What kind of family gatherings did you attend? 
• What pets did you have? 
• How were holidays celebrated? 
• What kind of games did you play? 
• How did you meet another relative (ask, for example, how your 
mother met your father)? 
• What was school like?

4. After everyone has their questions prepared, remind them to bring 
a tape recorder and blank tape, or a notebook and pen/pencil to 
their interview.

5. Assign a certain date by which the children should have 
conducted their interview.

6. When all the interviews are complete, hold a sharing session and 
story hour. 

Invite the interviewees to attend a special “Meet the Relatives Class 
Party.” Ask each child to make a drawing based on something he/she 
learned about the family. 

• Harranth, Wolf. My Old Grandad. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
1984.

• Khalsa, Dayal Kaur. Tales of a Gambling Grandma. New York: 
Clarkson N. Potter, Inc., 1986.

• LeShan, Eda. Grandparents: A Special Kind of Love. New York:  
Macmillan, 1984.

• Simon, Norma. All Kinds of Families. Niles, IL: Albert  
Whitman, 1976.
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