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  tivation is one of the keys to a successful learning experience, and the 
motivation inherent in an activity with a baseball connection should 
prove to be potent. Researchers agree. A study supported by the Alfred P. 

Sloan Foundation found that sixth graders prefer involvements that combine 
work and play. John Dewey predicted such a finding years earlier when he wrote, 
“. . . experience is most rewarding when it involves the seemingly contradictory 
traits of rigor and playfulness.”

When it comes to baseball, all young fans enjoy following the careers of 
contemporary superstars, but the depth of baseball’s appeal goes beyond the  
immediate. Of all the major sports, its roots go back the furthest. And it is the 
only sport that offers a rich body of literature. Statistical, juvenile, fiction, and 
nonfiction books; analytical and instructional literature; stage plays; screenplays; 
and poems celebrate the game’s many moods and colors. 

The activities included in Reading Baseball are meant to challenge, as well 
as entertain. The forty-eight selections include fiction and nonfiction describing 
baseball from the late nineteenth century to today. They cover biographies,  
history, reporting, how-to, letters to the editor, poetry, and more. Assignments 
based on these readings range from one-page skill reviews to more lengthy  
projects. Throughout, activities integrate reading, writing, listening, and speaking 
skills in an authentic context. In Teaching PreK-8, Maryann and Gary Manning 
assert that “the language arts are best learned naturally as students engage in 
these processes in authentic ways using whole and real-life activities and  
materials; and reading and writing are both social activities and are best  
learned through interaction with others.” Reading Baseball supplies the tools  
to provide just this kind of learning experience.

The book is divided into two sections and can be used in a variety of ways. 
Activities on reproducible pages in the first part can be assigned to individual 
students, while the Projects in the second part can be completed individually or 
by small or large groups of students working cooperatively. The entire book might 
become the central resource in a learning center on baseball, or provide the basis 
for a cross-curricular unit on baseball. The assignments can be used for review, 
reinforcement, and enrichment. Your students are sure to love a chance to stage 
a “performance” of “Casey at the Bat.” Some will enjoy writing an imaginary 
scouting report, while others will find a research project on early team uniforms 
engrossing. A writer’s workshop could develop readily from a reporting assign-
ment, a screenplay, or a history of baseball nicknames. And a few projects will 
challenge your students to write their own stories and poems.
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