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Welcome to Magic Story Starters! This book uses enchanting illustrations 
and stimulating words and sentences to inspire and encourage students’ 
literary artistry. Not only does the book generate creative skills, it also 
correlates with the Common Core State Standards for English and Language 
Arts.

Magic Story Starters guides students through increasingly challenging 
writing activities. Students first work on lessons that provide vocabulary 
words and illustrations to kick off the writing process. The lessons evolve in 
the following sections, as students are offered single sentences and asked to 
fill in the missing story. Finally, illustrations alone are provided in order to 
elicit more complex creative thinking. The progressive nature of the writing 
activities allows students, teachers, and parents to assess children’s growth 
and progress as evolving writers.

Skills required to complete the activities in this book align with the 
following Writing and Language Standards outlined in the Common Core 
State Standards Initiative for Grades 1, 2, and 3:

Writing Standard: Text Types and Purposes #3:

Grade 1: 

Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, 
include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and 
provide some sense of closure.

Grade 2: 

Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of 
events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal 
event order, and provide a sense of closure.

Grade 3: 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.



Language Standard: Conventions of Standard English #1 & #2:

Grades 1–3:

 #1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking.

#2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing.

This book is designed to stir up creativity in your students, inspiring them to 
think and write freely. I hope your pupils enjoy Magic Story Starters as much as I 
have enjoyed writing and illustrating it.
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