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purpose

CALIFORNIA MISSIONS allows students to vicariously explore 
California mission history and life in the late 1700s. In small 
groups, students become crew members of trading ships bound for 
California. Before leaving Boston, crews outfit their ships with 
goods to trade for hides at each of the missions. As they travel to 
California they read background information, complete outlines, 
research the missions and complete short mission reports. When 
they reach California, crews earn the right to trade with the 
missions by demonstrating their new knowledge. After trading, 
students account for profits earned. 

Specifically, in CALIFORNIA MISSIONS, students will 
experience the following:

Knowledge
•	 Understanding the role of the missions in California history
•	 Learning about the founders, location, architecture, people 

and culture of the missions
•	 Recognizing the importance of trade in the economy of 

the missions
•	 Developing insights about life on a trading ship and in a 	

mission settlement

Skills
•	 Reading for content
•	 Using outlines and graphic aids to organize information
•	 Listening and responding to questions
•	 Recording experiences in a journal
•	 Decision making in a cooperative group
•	 Applying math skills to accounting problems

Attitudes
•	 Appreciating history and the relationship between past, 

present and future
•	 Realizing the value of cooperation in achieving success
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overview

CALIFORNIA MISSIONS includes 15 one-hour lesson plans that 
are divided into three phases:

Students begin Phase 1 by taking a Pre-test to assess their 
knowledge of the California Missions. Next, small groups of 
students become the crews of trading ships. Each crew prepares to 
sail by purchasing goods to trade with the missions. To learn about 
their destination, crews begin reading Background Sheets and 
completing Outlines.

In Phase 2, crews sail their ships from Boston around Cape Horn 
to California. In addition to reading Background Sheets, students 
begin to conduct research and complete short reports on the 
California Missions. Work of researching the 21 California 
Missions is divided among each crew. Completing these reports 
allows crews to move their ships closer to California. As they sail, 
crews solve problems encountered on Decision Points and keep 
Ships’ Logs to record experiences on the journey.

When ships reach California, crews first declare their cargoes and 
pay import taxes. Ships may then sail to any mission to trade their 
cargoes for hides. To trade, a crew must successfully answer a 
question about the California Missions. Trading Cards determine 
the number of hides crews can earn for various cargo items at each 
mission visited. When trading at the missions is concluded, each 
crew makes a final accounting of its cargo. The crew that finishes 
with the most profit is the winning crew. A Post-test at the end of 
CALIFORNIA MISSIONS demonstrates for you and the students 
how much they have learned.

Phase 1: Preparing to Sail

Phase 2: Sailing to California

Phase 3: Trading with the Missions
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setup directions

1.	 Before you begin
	 Be sure to read the entire Teacher Guide and Student Guide 

before beginning CALIFORNIA MISSIONS.

2.	 Student groups
	 In CALIFORNIA MISSIONS, students work in cooperative 

groups called crews. The unit is designed for crews of no more 
than four students each. You may choose to assign crews in 
one of several ways. Depending upon the needs of your class, 
you may strategically assign students to crews (balancing for 
gender, learning styles, personalities and so on), have students 
choose their own teams, or randomly assign students to crews.

3.	 Student roles
	 Each day students in a crew rotate among four roles. 

•	 Captain: Moves ship on map
•	 First Mate: Writes entry in Ship’s Log
•	 Boatswain (bo-sun): Organizes and hands in Crew Folder
•	 Purser: Uses Accounting Forms to document trades

4.	R oom arrangement
•	 Student seating: Arrange your classroom so that students 		
in the same crew are seated together.
•	 Wall maps: The unit includes two wall maps, one for 
Phase 2: Sailing to California (Voyage Map) and one for 
Phase 3: Trading with the Missions (Mission Map).  
During each phase, hang the appropriate wall map in a place 
that is easily visible and accessible to you.
•	 Classroom library: Establish a CALIFORNIA 
MISSIONS classroom library utilizing the suggestions from 
the extensive resource list included with the unit. See the 
Resources section.
•	 Supply center: Various art materials may be needed by the 
groups for their Mission Reports. You may wish to create an 
art supply center within the classroom.

5.	 Mission Reports
	 Each crew completes short reports on 20 California Missions 

(There were 21 California missions built in all; one mission is 
shown as an example report.) Students divide the report 
writing among the crew so that each student writes 
(approximately) five reports. To meet the needs of students 
with different writing proficiencies, two report-writing options 
are included with the unit. The unit includes specific directions 
and a sample for each option.

	 •	 Option 1: Paragraph: The paragraph option requires 	 	
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setup directions

	 students to write a one-paragraph report (plus draw an 		
	 illustration) for each of their assigned missions. Each 		
	 paragraph includes a topic sentence, supporting sentences 	
	 and a concluding sentence.
	 •	 Option 2: Short essay: The essay option requires students 	
	 to write a four-paragraph report (plus draw an illustration) 	
	 for each of their assigned missions. Each essay includes an 	
	 introduction, two body paragraphs and a conclusion.

6.	 Guidelines for sailing and trading  
	 Guidelines for sailing and trading are included in the Daily 	

Directions and in the Student Guide. These guidelines 
describe the procedure for crews as they sail to California and 
trade with the missions.

7.	C ollecting and organizing student work
	 Consider creating a three-ring notebook with a section for 	

each crew. Each section would include a Record Sheet 
(see Day 1) and a Mission Report Check-off List 
(see Day 5). The notebook also provides a place to store 
Mission Reports as they are completed by each crew. 

8.	 Assessment
	 To assist you with tracking student progress, a Record 

Sheet follows the Day 1 Daily Directions. The sheet shows 	
suggested point values for each activity. Below are 		
suggestions for grading each activity, based on a 300-point 	
unit total per student).

	 •	 Pre-test: The Pre-test is composed of 10 multiple choice 	
	 questions. Answers are given in the Daily Directions. This 	
	 test is designed to demonstrate student growth when 	
	 compared to the Post-test given at the end of the unit.

	 •	 Outlines: (5 points each, 40 points total): The unit 		
	 contains eight Background Sheets and corresponding 	
	 Outlines. Outlines can be graded for neatness, 		
	 completeness and accuracy.

	 •	 Mission Reports: (10 points each, 50 points total): Each 	
	 student is required to complete five Mission Reports. 	
	 Reports can be graded for content, organization  
	 and neatness.

	 •	 Mission Charts: (5 points each, 35 points total): Each 	
	 student, with the help of his or her crew, completes 		
	 Mission Charts. These seven charts serve as a place for 	
	 students to record facts about the California Missions. 	
	 Mission Charts can be graded for neatness and completeness.

	 •	 Decision Points: (5 points each, 20 points total): During 	
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setup directions

	 the voyage to California, each student responds to 		
	 problems posed at four Decision Points. Students record 	
	 responses in their Student Guides. Responses can be 	
	 graded for completeness.

	 •	 Post-test: (50 points): At the end of the unit, students take 	
	 a 50-question Post-Test. Answers are listed in the  
	 Teacher Guide. 

	 •	 Accounting Forms: (25 points): The unit includes seven 	
	 Accounting Forms designated FORM: A, B, C, D, E, F, 	
	 and G. As crews travel and trade, they keep track of their 	
	 cargo and expenses on these forms. You may choose to 	
	 assign a group grade for completeness and mathematical 	
	 accuracy of these sheets.

	 •	 Ship’s Log: (30 points): Each crew keeps a Ship’s Log. 	
	 Crew members alternate the daily responsibility of writing  
	 in the log. You may choose to assign a group grade for 	
	 content and correct format of each entry.

	 •	 Cooperation/Participation: (50 points): Group 		
	 participation and cooperation are an essential element of 	
	 CALIFORNIA MISSIONS. You may choose to assign 	
	 groups or individuals points for how well the crews  
	 work together.

	
9.	 Extension activities  Page 10 of this unit lists possible 

extension activities. Depending upon your time constraints, 
you may ask students to complete one (or more) of 
these activities.

10.	Materials
	 •	 Student Guide: This unit includes a set of optional 

	 32-page Student Guides. You may order additional Student 
	 Guides from Interact at (800) 421-4246.

	 •	 Research materials  During Phase 2, students will need 	
	 resources to complete their Mission Reports. See the 	
	 Resources section search site.
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11. Duplication  Following is a list of handouts and display copies 
listed in the order used for each phase. For each item, prepare 
the quantity indicated in italics.

	 Phase 1: Preparing to Sail
•	 PRE-TEST—class set
•	 BACKGROUND SHEET 1—display copy
•	 OUTLINE 1—display copy
•	 SHIP’S RECORD—one per crew, for your use (optional)
•	 GAME PIECES—one, cut into nine ships
•	 SHIP—two per crew
•	 TRADING—class set + display copy
•	 FORM A–Cargo Purchased—one per crew + display 

copy
•	 MISSION CHART—display copy
•	 MISSION REPORT OPTION 1—class set + display 

copy
—OR—
•	 MISSION REPORT OPTION 2—class set + display 

copy

	 Phase 2: Sailing to California
•	 DECISION CARDS—five copies, cut into cards, 

grouped by number, and placed into four numbered 
envelopes

•	 FORM B–Days Sailed—one per crew + display copy
•	 MISSION CHART 1—display copy (optional, see 

Day 4)
•	 REPORT CHECK-OFF LIST—one per crew, for your 

use (optional)

	 Phase 3: Trading with the Missions
•	 FORM C–Monterey Duty Charges—one per crew 

+ display copy
•	 FORM D–Cargo Tally—one per crew + display copy
•	 FORM E–Hides Collected—one per crew + display copy
•	 QUESTION CARDS—one set, cut apart, shuffled and 

placed into a labeled envelope
•	 TRADING CARDS—one set, cut apart, shuffled, and 

placed into a labeled envelope
•	 TRADING GUIDELINES—display copy
•	 FORM F–Unsold Cargo—one per crew + 	display copy
•	 FORM G–Final Accounting—one per crew + display 

copy
•	 POST-TEST—class set
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•	 MISSION TRADER CERTIFICATE—class set
•	 TRADE MASTER CERTIFICATE—one for each 

member of most profitable crew

12. Additional supplies  Following are additional supplies listed 
in alphabetical order by phase. For each item, gather the 
quantity shown in italics.

	 Phase 1: Preparing to Sail
•	 Manila file folders—one per crew
•	 Calculators—one per crew (optional)
•	 Construction paper (11" x 17")—one sheet per crew
•	 Crayons or markers—one set per crew
•	 Card stock (8.5" x 11")—one sheet per crew
•	 Envelopes—six
•	 Glue—one bottle per crew
•	 Stapler—one
•	 Lined paper (8.5" x 11")—40 sheets per crew
•	 White paper (8.5" x 11")—20 sheets per crew

	 Phase 2: Sailing to California
•	 Crayons or colored pencils—one set per crew
•	 Research materials—see Resources
•	 Tacks or masking tape— to attach Game Pieces to the 

Voyage Map
•	 Voyage Map—laminated

	 Phase 3: Trading with the Missions
•	 Calculators—one per crew
•	 Mission Map—laminated
•	 Tacks or masking tape—to attach Game Pieces to the 

Mission Map
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Sources for Further Study
Books

Anderson, Dale. The California Missions. Landmark Events in American History. Cleveland, 
OH: World Almanac Education, 2002.

Ansary, Mir Tamim. California History. 2nd ed. State Studies: California. Portsmouth, NH: 
Heinemann, 2010.

Doak, Robin. Voices from Colonial America: California, 1542-1850. National Geographic 
Voices from Colonial America. Washington, DC: National Geographic Society, 2006.

Feinstein, Steven. California Native Peoples. 2nd ed. State Studies: California. Portsmouth, NH: 
Heinemann, 2010.

Mayfield, Thomas Jefferson. Adopted by Indians: A True Story. Edited by Malcom Margolin. 
Berkeley, CA: Heyday, 1997.

Raum, Elizabeth. The California Gold Rush: An Interactive History Adventure. You Choose 
Books. North Mankato, MN: Capstone, 2008.

Sunset Books, ed. The California Missions: A Complete Pictorial History and Visitor’s Guide. 
Birmingham, AL: Oxmoor House, 1996.

Websites

Buginas, Betty. “4th Grade Resources: California History—Social Science Content Standards.” 
El Cerrito Wire. http://www.elcerritowire.com/4/ss.htm.

California Indian Museum and Cultural Center. “California Missions Native History.” http://
www.californiamissionsnativehistory.org.

“The First Californians: Third and Fourth Grade Resources.” Four Directions Institute. http://
www.fourdir.com/california_indians.htm.

Koeppel, Elliot H. “The California Gold Country: Highway 49 Revisited Online.” Last updated 
in 2000. http://www.malakoff.com/goldcountry/maintcgc.htm.

Lewis, Orrin and Laura Redish. “Native American Facts for Kids: Resources on American 
Indians for Children and Teachers.” Native Languages of the Americas. http://www 
.native-languages.org/kids.htm.

Library of Congress. “’California As I Saw It’: First-Person Narratives of California’s Early 
Years, 1849–1900.” Last updated October 19, 1998. http://memory.loc.gov/ammem 
/cbhtml/cbhome.html.

McLaughlin, David J. “California Missions Resource Center.” Pentacle Press. http://www 
.missionscalifornia.com.

“Resources for Teachers and Students.” California History: From the Gold Rush to Statehood. 
Last updated June 25, 2012. http://www.debbiesthemes.com/calhistory.

“Social Studies Fact Cards: California Indians.” Toucan Valley Publications. http://factcards 
.califa.org/cai/caimenu.html.

Weber, Tricia Ann. “The Spanish Missions of California: A Resource Website for Teachers and 
Students in Their Study of the California Missions.” Last updated in 2006. http://www 
.californias-missions.org/index.html.

http://www.elcerritowire.com/4/ss.htm
http://www.californiamissionsnativehistory.org
http://www.californiamissionsnativehistory.org
http://www.fourdir.com/california_indians.htm
http://www.fourdir.com/california_indians.htm
http://www.malakoff.com/goldcountry/maintcgc.htm
http://www.native-languages.org/kids.htm
http://www.native-languages.org/kids.htm
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cbhtml/cbhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cbhtml/cbhome.html
http://www.missionscalifornia.com
http://www.missionscalifornia.com
http://www.debbiesthemes.com/calhistory
http://factcards.califa.org/cai/caimenu.html
http://factcards.califa.org/cai/caimenu.html
http://www.californias-missions.org/index.html
http://www.californias-missions.org/index.html
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Below is a list of extension activities to include with 
CALIFORNIA MISSIONS.

  1.	Make a timeline of Father Serra’s life.

  2.	Build a model of one of the missions.

  3.	Research and draw a diagram of how a mission settlement is 
laid out.

  4.	Write a biographical report about Father Serra, Father Lasuén 
or Gaspár de Portolá.

  5.	Make a diorama of an activity that would have taken place in 
a mission.

  6.	Read a book about the missions and write a complete book 
report on it.

  7.	Research and write a brief report on the history of Monterey.

  8.	Write a short story about mission life from a Native American’s 
point of view.

  9.	Write a poem or song about life on a trading ship.

10.	With your family, visit a mission and write a report on what 
you saw there.
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daily directions

Day 1: Introduction

Materials
•	 Student Guides—class set
•	 PRE-TEST—class set
•	 BACKGROUND SHEET 1— display copy
•	 OUTLINE 1—display copy
•	 RECORD SHEET—one per crew, for your use (optional)

Procedure
1.	 Distribute Student Guides. Have students write their names on 
the front cover. Refer students to the Introduction on page 1 of 
their Student Guides. Using your copy of this page (included after 
the Day 1 Daily Directions), read the introduction to 
the simulation.

2.	 Distribute the PRE-TEST and allow time for the students to 
complete. The PRE-TEST has 10 multiple-choice questions. 
Explain to students that the PRE-TEST will show them how much 
they know about California Missions before the unit begins. After 
the simulation, they will take a POST-TEST. The difference 
between these two scores will show how much they learned.

3.	 Collect the PRE-TEST and refer students to Background 
Sheet 1 in their Student Guides. Explain that for the next few 
days, the class will be reading Background Sheets to learn about 
the missions. It is important for students to understand the 
material; during Phase 3, crews will trade by correctly answering 
questions based on the Background Sheets. Using the 
BACKGROUND SHEET 1 display copy, read the Background 
Sheet with your class.

4.	 Have students refer to Outline 1 in their Student Guides. With 
the class, read the directions and give an explanation of the outline 
format. Using your OUTLINE 1 display copy, model how to fill in 
the blank spaces on the outline. Outline 1 answers:
II.	 Early Explorers
	 A.	 In 1529, Cortez landed in Baja California.
	 B.	 In 1542, Cabrillo explored Alta California.
III.	Spain Decides to Settle California
	 A.	 Spain needed a settlement in California.
	 B.	 Sebastian Vizcaíno led an expedition to California.

Phase 1: Preparing to Sail

Teaching Tip

Teaching Tip: Most pages of the 
Student Guide are included in 
your Teacher Guide. 
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Teaching Tip

You may choose to start a three-
ring notebook with a section for 
each crew. This notebook would 
house the RECORD SHEETS 
plus Mission Reports (completed 
in Phase 2).

5.	 Collect Student Guides. 

6.	 At your convenience, grade PRE-TESTS and record scores on 
each crew’s RECORD SHEET. Answers to the PRE-TEST are: 
1.B, 2.D, 3.C, 4.B, 5.D, 6.A, 7.C, 8.C, 9.B, 10.A.
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You are about to become a member of a trading ship in the late 1700s. Your 
goal is to sail from Boston to California to trade your cargo for valuable 
cattle hides at the California missions. Your journey has three phases.

In Phase 1, you become a crew member of a trading ship. Together, your 
crew decides which items to buy for trading with the California missions. 
To learn about your ship’s destination, you begin reading Background 
Sheets and completing outlines. 

In Phase 2, your crew sails your ship from Boston to California. Your route 
is long and difficult–around Cape Horn, the southern tip of South America. 
To sail to California, members of your crew complete short reports on the 
California missions. When you land on Decision Points, your crew will 
solve problems faced by sailors on trading ships.

When your ship reaches California, you first declare your cargo and pay 
import taxes. Your ship may then sail to any mission to trade your cargo for 
hides. But before you trade, your crew must draw a Question Card and 
successfully answer a question about the California missions. When you 
reach a mission, your crew draws a Trading Card, trades some goods for 
hides, and records the trade on Accounting Forms. On the last day of your 
voyage, your crew reports the quantity of cargo traded and hides collected. 
The crew that finishes with the most profit is the winning crew.

Prepare to board your ship and set sail for the CALIFORNIA MISSIONS!

 

california 
missions
A simulation of trading with missions in early California

Marye Mariscal developed the CALIFORNIA MISSIONS simulation while teaching third and fourth grade at Benjamin Foxen 
School in Santa Maria, CA. She has received two Impact 2 Teacher’s Network grants to support her innovative instruction in 
social studies. Marye currently teaches fifth grade and serves as her school’s technology mentor.

Phase 1: Preparing to Sail

Phase 2: Sailing to California

Phase 3: Trading with the Missions

INTRODUCTioN

Student’s Name: _________________________________________ 
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 background sheet 1

Exploring California
Early California 
	 For thousands of years, Native Americans were the only people living in California. But in 
time, people from other countries began to explore the world, and they visited California. The 
Chinese may have sailed to California more than 1,000 years ago. During the 1500s, Spanish 
explorers landed in Baja California (now part of Mexico) and Alta California (now part of the 
United States). Baja is the Spanish word for Lower and Alta is the Spanish word for Upper.
Early Explorers
	 In 1529, a Spanish explorer named Hernando Cortez landed in Baja California. He named 
this land New Spain. Cortez visited the great empire of the Aztecs. From the Aztecs, Cortez 
heard stories about the Seven Cities of Gold. The stories told of cities far to the north with 
streets paved in gold. Cortez sent his soldiers to look for them.
	 In 1542, Portuguese explorer Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo sailed north along the coast of Alta 
California. He was looking for gold, too. On September 28, Cabrillo anchored two ships off the 
coast of what is now San Diego. When Cabrillo landed at San Diego, he put up a wooden cross 
and claimed the land for Spain. Cabrillo sailed north along the entire coast of California before 
returning to New Spain.
Spain Decides to Settle California 
	 The Spanish government realized that Spain needed a settlement somewhere in California. 
Spanish ships made long trading voyages to New Spain and the Philippines. During these trips 
the sailors often became sick with scurvy. Sailors got scurvy because they did not eat enough 
foods containing vitamin C (like oranges, lemons and limes). Their arms and legs swelled and 
got stiff. Many sailors died from this disease on long voyages. Trading ships needed somewhere 
to stop for fresh fruit and supplies. These fresh foods would keep the sailors healthy.
	 In 1602, Sebastian Vizcaíno led an 
expedition to Alta California. He explored 
San Diego, Monterey, Santa Barbara and 
many other places. When Vizcaíno sailed 
into Monterey Bay, he thought it would be 
a good place for a settlement. Still, many 
years passed before any Spanish settlers 
went to live in Alta California.
	 Finally, settling California became 
important to Spain. Explorers from Russia, 
England and other countries were coming 
to California. The king of Spain became 
concerned that other countries would settle 
California before Spain. In 1769, Gaspár de 
Portolá, a military commander, and Father 
Junípero Serra, a Franciscan missionary 
priest, were sent to start the first Spanish 
settlement in California.

Alta C
alifornia

New Spain

Mexico
City

Baja California

San Diego

Santa Barbara

Monterey
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 outline 1

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 1.
2.	 Examine the outline below. Notice that main ideas are listed next to the 			 
Roman Numerals (I, II, III). Supporting ideas are listed next to capital 			 
letters (A, B, C). Supporting details are listed next to numbers (1, 2, 3).
3.	 Use Background Sheet 1 to fill in the missing supporting ideas.

Exploring California

	 I.	 Early California
		  A.	For thousands of years, the Native Americans were the only people 		
		  living in California. 
		  B.	People from other countries came to California.
			   1.	 The Chinese may have visited California 1,000 years ago.
			   2.	 The Spanish visited Baja and Alta California in the 1500s.

	 II.	 Early Explorers

		  A.	________________________________________________
			   1.	 He named this land New Spain.
			   2.	 He visited the Aztec kingdom.
			   3.	 Cortez and his soldiers looked for the Seven Cities of Gold.

		  B.	________________________________________________
			   1.	 He looked for gold.
			   2.	 He claimed San Diego for Spain.

	 III.	 Spain Decides to Settle California

		  A.	________________________________________________
			   1.	 Spanish ships made long voyages.
			   2.	 Sailors became sick with scurvy because they didn’t eat 				  
			   enough foods with vitamin C.
			   3.	 They needed a place to stop for fresh fruit and supplies.

		  B.	________________________________________________
			   1.	 He explored San Diego, Monterey and Santa Barbara.
			   2.	 He thought Monterey was a good place for a settlement.
			   3.	 Many years passed before Spanish settlers went to live in  
				    Alta California.
		  C.	Settling California became important to Spain.
			   1.	 Explorers from other countries were coming to California.
			   2.	 The king became concerned.
			   3.	 He sent Fr. Junípero Serra and Gaspár de Portolá to start the 			 
			   first Spanish settlement in California.
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 pre-test

Name: ___________________________________ 	 Date: ________________________

Directions  Circle the letter of the correct answer.
	
	 1.	 In 1542, who found San Diego Bay?

A.	 Fr. Junípero Serra	 C.	 Gaspár de Portolá
B.	 Juan Cabrillo	 D.	 Vitruvius

	 2.	 Which country claimed the northern part of California?
A.	 Mexico	 C.	 Spain
B.	 United States	 D.	 Russia

	 3.	 Who was sent by Spain to build missions in California?
A.	 Sir Francis Drake	 C.	 Fr. Junípero Serra
B.	 Fr. Fermín de Lasuén	 D.	 Hernando Cortez

	 4.	 A fort built by the Spanish was called a _____________________________ .
A.	 pueblo	 C.	 mission
B.	 presidio	 D.	 camino

	 5.	 How many missions were built in Alta California?
A.	 15	 C.	 19
B.	 18	 D.	 21

	 6.	 Where was the first mission in Alta California built?
A.	 San Diego	 C.	 Monterey
B.	 Los Angeles	 D.	 San Francisco

	 7. 	 Who did most of the work building the missions?
A.	 Father Serra	 C.	 Native Americans
B.	 soldiers from the fort	 D.	 crews from the ships

	 8.	 How did the padres first communicate with the Native Americans?
A.	 Sign language	 C.	 Music
B.	 Teaching them Spanish	 D.	 Learning the Native American languages

	 9.	 What new animal did the Spaniards bring to California?
A.	 Pigs	 C.	 Goats
B.	 Horses	 D.	 Chickens

	10.	 What is the name of the hard, coarse fat found in cattle?
A.	 Tallow	 C.	 Lard
B.	 Grease	 D.	 Oil
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 ship’s record

Ship:______________________________

							     

Assignments

Pre-Test 

Outline 1 (5)

Outline 2 (5)

Outline 3 (5)

Outline 4 (5)

Outline 5 (5)

Outline 6 (5)

Outline 7 (5)

Outline 8 (5)

Mission Report (10)

Mission Report (10)

Mission Report (10)

Mission Report (10)

Mission Report (10)

Decision Point 1 (5)

Decision Point 2 (5)

Decision Point 3 (5)

Decision Point 4 (5)

Mission Chart 1 (5)

Mission Chart 2 (5)

Mission Chart 3 (5)

Mission Chart 4 (5)

Mission Chart 5 (5)

Mission Chart 6 (5)

Mission Chart 7 (5)

Post-Test (50)

Accounting Forms (25)

Ship’s Log (30)

Cooperation (50)

Total Points

Crew Members

Points
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Day 2: Preparing to Sail

Materials
•	 Student Guides—class set
•	 Voyage Map—laminated, if possible
•	 GAME PIECES—one, cut into individual ships
•	 SHIP—two per crew
•	 Manila file folders—one per crew
•	 Construction paper (11" x 17")—one sheet per crew, for covers 

to Ships’ Logs
•	 Lined paper (8.5" x 11")—10 sheets per crew
•	 Crayons or markers—one set per crew
•	 Card stock (8.5" x 11")—one sheet per crew, for ship 

Name Cards
•	 Stapler—one
•	 Glue—one bottle per crew

Procedure
1.	 Before class, hang the Voyage Map in a location that is easily 

visible from all areas of the room.

2.	 Distribute Student Guides. Have students open their Student 
Guides to page 4, Background Sheet 2. Guide your class in 
reading this information.

3.	 Have students fill in Outline 2. Outline 2 answers:
	 I.	 Father Serra’s Youth
		  C.	 He took a new name, Junípero.
	 II.	 Spain Sends Fr. Serra to Alta California
		  A.	 Spain supported the building of missions by the 			 
			   Jesuit priests in Baja California.
	III.	 The Purpose of the Missions
		  B.	 Spain wanted to Christianize the Native Americans.
		  C.	 To prevent scurvy, Spain needed supply stops for 			 
			   trading ships.
	IV.	 The Beginning of the Mission Chain
		  B.	 Father Serra’s job was to Christianize the  
				    Native Americans.
		  C.	 De Portolá’s job was to protect the missions and 			 
			   build presidios.
	 V.	 The End of Fr. Serra’s Life
		  B.	 He built nine of the 21 missions.
		  D.	 The Catholic Church beatified Father Serra.
	VI.	 Completing the Mission Chain
		  A.	 Fr. Lasuén took over the missions.
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4.	 Assign student crews. (For guidance in forming crews, see 
Setup Directions). Have the class regroup and move their seats 
into crews. 

5.	 Direct students to their Student Guides, page 6, Preparing to 
Sail, Part 1: Ship Information. Allow each crew to discuss 
and choose a name for its ship.

6.	 Direct students to Preparing to Sail, Part 2: Crew Roles. 
Review roles with the class. Remind students that every day 
they will change roles.

7.	 Refer students to Preparing to Sail, Part 3: Activities. Have 
each crew member complete one of the four activities: 
assemble the Crew Folder, assemble the Ship’s Log, prepare a 
Game Piece or create a Name Card.

8.	 Collect Game Pieces from crews. Have student place their 
Student Guides, Ships’ Logs, and Name Cards into Crew 
Folders. Collect Crew Folders.

Teaching Tip

Assign a number and a different 
color to each crew/ship. In Phase 
3, each crew will color its game 
piece the assigned color.

Teaching Tip

Game pieces will be more durable 
if you laminate them after 
students color them.

Jessica and Marisa decorate a ship for their Crew Folder.
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 background sheet 2

Father Serra
Father Serra’s Youth
	 Miguel Jose Serra was born on November 24, 1713, in Mallorca, Spain. At 16 he began 
studying to become a Franciscan priest. At the age of 24, he was ordained. When Miguel took 
his oath as a priest, he also took a new name, Junípero, after a faithful follower of St. Francis of 
Assisi. In the late 1750s and early 1760s, Father Serra worked as a missionary in Mexico, 
teaching the Native Americans about Christianity.
Spain Sends Fr. Serra to Alta California
	 During this time, Spain had been supporting missions established by the Jesuit priests in 
Baja California. But the king of Spain grew unhappy with the Jesuits. He thought they were 
hiding pearls and jewels from the king’s treasury. The king had the Jesuit priests expelled from 
Baja California in 1767. He sent Fr. Serra and Gaspár de Portolá to establish a chain of missions 
in Alta California.
The Purpose of the Missions
	 Why did Spain want to establish missions? The missions would serve three main purposes: 
to establish Spain in Alta California, to allow Spain to Christianize the Native Americans, and to 
provide rest and supply stops for Spanish trading ships. 
	 First, Spain felt threatened because Russians were beginning to settle in California. Many 
Russians came to California to collect and trade valuable otter pelts (skins). By establishing 
missions, Spain hoped to eventually claim California as a Spanish territory.
	 Second, Spain felt that it was important for Native Americans to become Christian and to 
learn about the Catholic religion. By establishing missions, Spain could Christianize the 
Native Americans.
	 Third, Spanish trading ships would be able to get fresh food supplies for their journeys. By 
establishing missions, Spain could prevent scurvy for the sailors.
The Beginning of the Mission Chain
	 In 1769, Gaspár de Portolá and Fr. Serra left for Alta California to build the missions. Fr. 
Serra’s job was to build the missions and Christianize the Native Americans; Portolá’s job was 
to protect the missions and build presidios, the Spanish name for military forts. They traveled by 
land. Three supply ships were sent to meet them in San Diego. They founded the first mission, 
San Diego de Alcalá, in 1769.
The End of Fr. Serra’s Life
	 Father Serra spent the rest of his life building missions in California. He built nine of the 21 
missions before his death on August 28, 1784. He is buried in front of the altar of his favorite 
mission in Carmel. Almost two hundred years after his death, the Catholic Church beatified 
Father Serra in preparation for recognizing him as a saint. They also designated the Carmel 
Mission as a minor basilica, a special, holy place. 
Completing the Mission Chain	
	 After the death of Fr. Serra, Fr. Fermín de Lasuén was appointed Father Presidente of the 
California missions. He built nine more missions. The final three missions in California were 
built by Fr. Estéban Tápis, Fr. Vincente de Sarría and Fr. José Altamira.
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 outline 2

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 2.
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas and supporting ideas in the outline below.

Father Serra 
	 I.	 Father Serra’s Youth
		  A.	He was born in 1713 in Mallorca, Spain.
		  B.	At the age of 24, he was ordained as a Franciscan priest.
		  C.	___________________________________________________
		  D.	Fr. Serra worked as a missionary in Mexico.

	 II.	 _______________________________________________________
		  A.	___________________________________________________
		  B.	The King had them expelled in 1767.
		  C.	The King sent Gaspár Portolá and Fr. Serra to establish the missions.

	 III.	 The Purpose of the Missions
		  A.	Spain wanted to establish itself in Alta California.
		  B.	___________________________________________________
		  C.	___________________________________________________

	 IV.	 _______________________________________________________
		  A.	In 1769, Fr. Serra and Gaspár de Portolá began to build the missions.
		  B.	___________________________________________________
		  C.	___________________________________________________
		  D.	They traveled by land.
		  E.	 Three ships were sent with supplies to San Diego.
		  F.	 They founded the first mission, San Diego de Alcalá, in 1769.

	 V.	 The End of Fr. Serra’s Life
		  A.	Fr. Serra spent the rest of his life building missions in California.
		  B.	___________________________________________________
		  C.	He is buried at his favorite mission in Carmel.
		  D.	___________________________________________________
		  E.	 The Carmel Mission was designated a minor basilica.

	 VI.	 _______________________________________________________
		  A.	___________________________________________________
		  B.	Fr. Lasuén built nine more missions.
		  C.	The last three were built by Fr. Tápis, Fr. Sarría and Fr. Altamira.
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Number and Name	 With your crew, decide what to name your trading ship. Then write your 
ship’s number, name and color on the lines below.

______	 ________________________________	 ________________________
Ship’s #	 Ship’s Name					     Ship’s Color
Crew	 Write the names of your crew members on the lines below.

________________________________	 ________________________________

________________________________	 ________________________________

Each ship has four officers. Each day you switch roles. Whoever is the Captain becomes the 
First Mate the following day, the First Mate becomes the Boatswain, and so on.

	T itle			   Duty			 
	 Captain			   Moves ship on map
	 First Mate			  Writes entry in Ship’s Log
	 Boatswain			  Organizes and hands in Crew’s Folder
	 Purser			   Uses Accounting Forms to document trading

Each of your crew members should complete one of the following activities. 
a.	 Assemble Crew Folder	
	 •	 Use your group’s assigned color to color a ship.
	 •	 Glue the ship to a file folder. 
	 •	 Write your ship’s name, number and crew members’ names on your folder.

b.	 Assemble the Ship’s Log	
	 •	 Fold the 17˝ x 11˝ construction paper in half. This will be the cover of your log. 	
	 •	 Staple lined paper inside. 
	 •	 Use your group’s assigned color to color a ship. 
	 •	 Glue the ship to your cover. 
	 •	 Write your ship’s name and number on the cover. 

c.	 Prepare a Game Piece
	 •	 Use your group’s assigned color to color a Game Piece.
	 •	 This Game Piece will show where your ship is located on the map.

d.	 Create a Name Card for your ship
	 •	 Fold an 8.5˝ x 11˝ card in half.
	 •	 Write your ship’s name and number on the card.
	 •	 Each day, place this card in your crew’s work area. It will identify your ship and crew.

 preparing to sail
Part 1: Ship Information

Part 2: Crew Roles

Part 3: Activities
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Day 3: Purchasing Cargo

Materials
•	 Crew Folders—one per crew
•	 Calculators—one per crew (optional)
•	 TRADING—class set + display copy
•	 FORM A - Cargo Purchased—one per crew + display copy

Procedures
1.	 Distribute Crew Folders. 

2.	 Have students open their Student Guides to page 7, 
Background Sheet 3. Read Background Sheet 3 with the class. 

3.	 Have students fill in Outline 3 on page 8 of their Student 
Guides. Outline 3 answers:

	 I.	 Surviving in the Wilderness
		  C. Every mission had some type of agriculture.
		  D. Missions had herds of cattle and sheep.
				    1.	 Sheep provided meat and wool.
	 II.	 Importance of Livestock 
		  A. Mission cattle provided three important products.
				    1.	 Meat fed people.
				    2.	 Hides were used to make leather goods and shoes.
				    3.	 Cattle provided tallow.
	 III.	 Trade–The Key to Mission Success 
		  A.	 Many countries were interested in the hides  
				    and tallow.
		  D.	 The missions traded hides for items they needed.
	 IV.	 Spain Profits
		  B.	 They earned money from the trading ships. 
				    1.	 Ships stopped at the Custom House in Monterey  
						      to pay a duty. 
				    3.	 These duties were very high.
	 V.	 Smuggling
		  B.	 They first stopped at one of the Channel Islands.
		  D.	 The ship claimed only a portion of its cargo  
			   in Monterey. 
	 VI.	 The United States Trades with the Missions
		  C.	 The USA was made up of 13 states on the eastern  
				    coast of North America. 
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	 VII.	 Getting to California
		  A.	 There were no roads or railroads, so traders went  
				    by ship. 
		  C.	 The passage around Cape Horn was dangerous.
	 VIII.	 Arriving in California
		  A.	 Trading ships first stopped in Monterey to pay  
				    their duty. 
		  C.	 Traders often needed to carry their goods by 			 
			   horseback to reach a mission.
		  E.	 The entire trip and trading could take two to  
				    three years!

4.	 Today students decide what items their ships should carry to 
trade with the missions. Some items will earn them more hides 
than others. To prepare them for this decision, distribute 
TRADING to crews. Begin a class discussion. Following are 
two important points to elicit from students during 
the discussion:
•	 Missions tried to be self-sufficient. With no grocery, 

department or hardware stores for shopping, the missions 
had to produce all their own food, clothing and shelter 
from the natural resources around them. 

•	 Missions traded their goods for cargo brought to California 
by ships. By trading, missions could have items they were 
not able to produce themselves.

5.	 Using the TRADING display copy, introduce the Crew 
Discussion information. Give crews about 10 minutes for their 
discussion. Then, as a class, attempt to agree upon the ranking. 
Although there is no one correct ranking, the more and less 
valuable trading items are listed below.

More Valuable:
•	 Iron implements such as nails, plows, hammers, saws, and 

axes were highly desired since iron was not a readily 
available resource. Plows were especially valued because 
missions grew and harvested all their own food.

Less Valuable:
•	 Salt was somewhat valuable since it could be used to 

preserve meats. Still the missions did have other sources 
of salt.

•	 Although pots were made of iron, the missions had other 
cooking vessels and didn’t need iron pots as much as 
other items.

•	 Flour and sugar were considered treats and were not a 
priority for the missions. They often didn’t survive the 
long, wet voyages.
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•	 Cloth was needed less than other items. Most missions had 
large flocks of sheep and herds of cattle. Native Americans 
processed the wool from the sheep and wove it into 
blankets and cloth for clothing.

6.	 Pass out FORM A to each crew. Crews must now decide what 
to take to California. They will trade this cargo for hides. 
Using the FORM A display copy, explain how to complete this 
form. Instruct crews that the day’s Purser should record the 
information on the form. All crew members, however, should 
give their input. 

7.	 Collect Crew Folders.

Teaching Tips

You may want to provide 
calculators to assist crews with 
their calculations.

Some students may think that 
carrying a cargo of all plows (a 
highly valued item) will earn 
them the most hides. However, 
the TRADING CARDS ensure 
that every ship will not be able to 
trade a plow for hides at every 
mission. Advise students that it 
is best to carry a variety of goods.

Carlos, Tom, and Andy decide which cargo to carry on their ship.
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Economics of the Missions

Surviving in the Wilderness
	 The missions were built in the wilderness so, to survive, the missions had to be able to 
support themselves. This meant that any food, clothing, tools, building materials or furniture 
had to be made at the mission site. Every mission had some type of agriculture, growing 
whatever vegetables, grains and fruits they needed. The missions each had large herds of sheep 
and cattle. The sheep provided meat and wool to make clothing and blankets. The cattle played 
the most important role in the prosperity of the missions.
Importance of Livestock 
	 The mission cattle provided three important products: meat, hides (animal skins) and tallow 
(animal fat). The meat fed the people who lived at the missions. The hides could be 
manufactured into many different leather goods, especially shoes. The tallow was used to make 
candles and soap. Hides and tallow were also good items to trade for supplies that the missions 
couldn’t make themselves.
Trade–The Key to Mission Success 
	 Many countries were interested in the hides and tallow available at the missions. The hides 
were so valuable that people called them “California banknotes” (banknotes were paper money 
issued by banks). The many ships that came to California for hides were loaded with items for 
trading. They brought anything that people living in the wilderness might need: tools, flour, salt, 
fabric, dishes, pots, furniture and sewing materials. Trading hides for these items supplied 
missions with items that they couldn’t make themselves.
Spain Profits
	 The success of the missions was good for Spain too. They received hides from the missions. 
They also earned money from the many trading ships that came to California. The Spanish 
government required all trading ships to stop at the Custom House in Monterey to pay a duty 
(tax). Before they could sail to missions or ports in California, ships had to unload their cargo, 
declare each item and pay the required duty. Unfortunately for the trading ships, these duties 
were very high. Some items carried duties as high as 100 percent of their original value! Most 
items carried a 25 to 50 percent duty.
Smuggling
	 Many captains smuggled goods to avoid paying the high import duty. They first stopped at 
one of the Channel Islands, off the coast of California. There the crew unloaded some of the 
ship’s cargo and left a crew member to guard it. The ship continued to Monterey where the 
captain claimed what was left of his cargo and paid a smaller duty. After paying duty and 
getting permission to stop at California ports, the captain returned to pick up the hidden cargo—
if it had not been taken by pirates!
The United States Trades with the Missions
	 By the late 1700s, the hides trade was thriving. The United States of America was especially 
interested in trading for these hides. This new country was made up of 13 states on the eastern 
coast of North America. Merchants in the U.S. had a growing need for raw materials, like 
leather, to manufacture goods that they could sell. Therefore many shipping companies were 
anxious to go to California to trade for hides. But how could they get to California?



Copyright ©1999 Interact 1-800-421-4246	 Teacher Guide — california missions  29
Student Guide 8

 background sheet/outline 3

Getting to California
	 The trip to California was not an easy one. 
There were no roads or railroads, so traders traveled 
by ship. From the eastern United States, ships sailed 
along the east coast of North and South America, 
around Cape Horn at the tip of South America, then 
back up the west coast of South and North America 
to reach California. The most dangerous part of the 
trip was the passage around Cape Horn, where 
sailors faced icebergs, heavy fog, strong changeable 
winds, hail, snow and violent seas.
Arriving in California
	 When they reached California, trading ships 
stopped first at the Monterey Custom House to pay 
their duty. Then ships sailed up and down the coast 
to trade their cargo for hides at the missions. When 
they anchored, traders often needed to carry their 
goods by horseback for several hours or a few days 
before reaching a mission. After trading, ships 
returned to the eastern United States to exchange 
the hides for money. The entire trip and trading could take two to three years!

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 3.
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas, supporting ideas and supporting details in the 	
	 outline below.

Economics of the Missions

	 I.	 __________________________________________________________
		  A.	Missions had to be able to support themselves.
		  B.	They had to make anything they needed. 
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
		  D.	Missions had herds of cattle and sheep.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2. 	Cattle played the most important role.

	 II.	 Importance of Livestock 
		  A.	Mission cattle provided three important products.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 ___________________________________________________
			   3.	 ___________________________________________________
		  B.	Hides and tallow were good items to trade for supplies.
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	 III.	 __________________________________________________________
		  A.	_______________________________________________________
		  B.	The hides were called “California banknotes.”
		  C.	Ships that came for hides carried many items for trading.
		  D.	_______________________________________________________

	 IV.	 Spain Profits
		  A.	Spain received hides from the missions. 
		  B.	They earned money from the trading ships. 
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 Ships declared cargo and paid duty before trading.
			   3.	 ___________________________________________________
	 V.	 __________________________________________________________
		  A.	Captains smuggled goods to avoid the high import duty.
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
		  C.	They unloaded some of the ship’s cargo and crew to guard it.
		  D.	_______________________________________________________
		  E.	 The captain returned to pick up the hidden cargo.

	 VI.	 The United States Trades with the Missions
		  A.	By the late 1700s, the hides trade was thriving. 
		  B.	The U.S.A. was interested in trading for these hides. 
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
		  D.	The U.S.A. needed raw materials like leather. 
		  E.	 Shipping companies were anxious to go to California to trade for hides.
	
	VII.	 __________________________________________________________
		  A.	_______________________________________________________ 
		  B.	Ships sailed from the eastern U.S. around Cape Horn, then up the west 		
		  coast of South and North America. 
		  C.	_______________________________________________________

	VIII.	 Arriving in California
		  A.	_______________________________________________________ 
		  B.	Then ships sailed up and down the coast to trade their cargo for 			 
		  hides at the missions. 
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
		  D.	Ships returned to the eastern U.S. to exchange the hides for money. 
		  E.	 _______________________________________________________
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1.	 Class Discussion	 How did people at the missions get items like food, clothing 
and tools? Remember—there were no stores. 

2.	 Crew Discussion	 Certain cargo items might be more valuable to missions, 
and therefore earn traders more hides. With your group, study the list below. 
Which items might be more valuable for the missions? Which items would be 
less valuable? Rank the items in the list below from 1 to 10. Give the most 
valuable trading item a rank of “1”, the next most valuable item a rank of “2” 
and so on. In the space to the right of the item, explain your ranking.

trading

ITEM			   RANK		  EXPLANATION

Ax

Cloth (one bolt)

Flour (one barrel)

Hammer

Iron Pots

Plow

Nails (one barrel)

Salt (one barrel)

Saw

Sugar (one barrel)
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Ship’s Name________________________________

Your ship will bring items to California to trade with the missions. You will trade these items for 
cattle hides. Don’t worry about spending your money—you will earn more in trade than the 
original cost of the items!
1.	 Use the list below to decide which items to purchase. 
2.	 Your ship has $20,000. Spend about $10,000 on cargo items. You will use the rest of the 

money to pay your crew’s wages and duty taxes.
3.	 Choose some of each item. Every mission will need different items from your cargo. Write 

how many of each item you would like in the Quantity column.
4.	 Multiply the Cost of each item by the Quantity that you want to buy. Put the total cost for 

each item in the Total column.	
5.	 Add the numbers in the Total column together. Write the grand total in the space for Grand 

Total–Cargo Purchased.

Item	C ost	 Multiply	 Quantity	E quals	T otal

Ax	 $ 50	 x		  =

Cloth (one bolt)	 $100	 x		  =

Flour (one barrel)	 $100	 x		  =

Hammer	 $ 50	 x		  =

Iron Pot	 $ 50	 x		  =

Plow 	 $250	 x		  =

Nails (one barrel)	 $200	 x		  =

Salt (one barrel)	 $100	 x		  =

Saw	 $100	 x		  =

Sugar (one barrel)	 $100	 x		  =
				  
				    Grand Total–Cargo Purchased

Cargo Purchased
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Day 4: Mission Reports

Materials
•	 Crew Folders—one per crew
•	 MISSION CHART 1—display copy
•	 MISSION REPORT OPTION 1—class set + display copy
—AND/OR—
•	 MISSION REPORT OPTION 2—class set + display copy
•	 Lined paper (8.5" x 11")—20 sheets per group
•	 White paper (8.5" x 11")—20 sheets per group

Procedure
1.	 Distribute Crew Folders. 

2.	 Tell the students that they each will be responsible for 
researching five missions and writing reports on each. 
Completing these reports will help them get to California. 
Direct students to the Mission Chart 1 on Page 24 of their 
Student Guides. Review the directions and the sample on the 
Mission Chart 1.

3.	 Model how to use these facts to write a Mission Report. 
Depending upon the needs of your class, choose either Option 
1 (Paragraph) or Option 2 (Essay). Distribute MISSION 
REPORT OPTION 1 or MISSION REPORT OPTION 2 to 
your class. Use the corresponding display copy to discuss the 
format for their Mission Reports.

4.	 Have students open their Student Guides to page 10, 
Background Sheet 4. Read Background Sheet 4 with 
the class. 

5.	 Have students fill in Outline 4 on page 11 of their Student 
Guides. Outline 4 answers:

I.	 Portolá Explores California
	 C.	 He decided to turn back.
	 E.	 He buried a message for the supply ship.
II.	 First Attack on the First Mission
	 A.	 Fr. Serra was having no success in converting the  

		  Native Americans.
	 C.	 Native Americans attacked, resulting in killed and  

		  wounded on both sides.
III.	The Second Mission Is Founded
	 A.	 Portolá and Fr. Serra returned to Monterey Bay, 		

		  and Fr. Serra established the Carmel Mission.

6.	 Distribute lined and white paper to each crew. Lined paper is 
for report writing; white paper is to draw a picture of the 
missions. Paper should be stored in Crew Folders for use as 
students write their Mission Reports.

7.	 Have Boatswains place Student Guides and Name Cards into 
their Crew Folders. Collect Crew Folders.

Teaching Tip

The unit includes two levels of 
Mission Reports. Option 1 
focuses on paragraph writing; 
Option 2 focuses on short essay 
writing. You may choose one 
option or use a combination.

Teaching Tip

These directions assume that 
crews have four members. Adjust 
the number of missions to be 
researched based upon the 
number of students per crew.
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 background sheet 4

The Second Mission

Portolá Explores California
	 After settling in San Diego, Fr. Serra sent Gaspár de Portolá to look for the Monterey Bay. 
But although Portolá marched as far north as San Francisco, he was not able to identify 
Monterey Bay. He was running short on supplies, and his men were anxious and confused. He 
decided to turn back to San Diego. Before leaving, he erected a cross on a hill overlooking the 
bay. At the base of the cross he buried a bottle with a message for the next supply ship 
explaining that he could not stay. He returned and told Fr. Serra he was unable to find the bay.

First Attack on the First Mission 
	 Before Portolá returned to San Diego, Fr. Serra was having no success in converting the 
Native Americans, and the Spanish sailors with him continued to die of scurvy. In August of 
1769, emboldened by the diminishing strength of the Spanish garrison, a band of about 20 
Native American warriors attacked the Spaniards when only four soldiers were on guard. One 
Spaniard and three Native Americans were killed, and more were wounded on each side. After 
the battle, the Spanish soldiers built a stockade of poles around the mission building and refused 
entry to Native Americans. 

The Second Mission Is Founded
	 Portolá and Serra returned to Monterey Bay, and Fr. Serra established the Carmel Mission. 
On June 3, 1770, they erected another cross to mark the site for Alta California’s second 
mission. They named the mission San Carlos Borromeo de Carmelo after Saint Charles. 
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Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 4.
2.	 Fill in the missing supporting ideas in the outline below.

The Second Mission

	 I.	 Portolá Explores California
		  A.	Portolá looked for Monterey Bay.
		  B.	Portolá sailed into Monterey Bay but was not able to identify it.	
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
		  D.	He erected a cross.
		  E.	 _______________________________________________________
		  F.	 Portolá told Fr. Serra he was unable to find Monterey.

	 II.	 First Attack on the First Mission
		  A.	_______________________________________________________
		  B.	Strength of the garrison diminished as Spanish sailors continued  
			   to die of scurvy.
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
		  D.	Spanish built a stockade around the mission and refused entry  
			   to Native Americans.

	 III.	 The Second Mission Is Founded
		  A.	_______________________________________________________
		  B.	They founded it on June 3, 1770, by erecting a cross.
		  C.	They named the mission San Carlos Borromeo de Carmelo. 
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 mission report option 1

Directions 
1.	 Use the information on your chart to write a Mission Report on five different 

California missions.
2.	 Each Mission Report should be one paragraph long.
3.	 Write each report on a separate piece of paper.
4.	 Include a picture for each Mission Report.

Example
1.	 Read the sample Mission Report on Mission San Diego de Alcalá. Notice that 

the paragraph has three parts:
		  a.	 a topic sentence identifying the mission,
		  b.	 supporting sentences describing specific details about the 				  

	 mission, and
		  c.	 a summary sentence telling a personal comment or 					   

	 reflection about the mission.
2.	 Open your Student Guide to your Mission Chart 1 on page 24. Notice that the 

facts listed on the chart for the sample mission, Mission San Diego, are 
included in the report.

Sample Mission Report: Mission San Diego de Alcalá

	 Mission San Diego de Alcalá was the first mission built in Alta California. The 
“Mother of the Missions” was founded on July 16, 1769, by Father Junípero Serra. 
It was built with log poles and thatched roofs. An irrigation system helped to carry 
water from the river to the mission. In 1775, Native Americans attacked the 
mission because they wanted the padres to stop trying to change their way of life. 
Some buildings were burned and had to be rebuilt. Mission San Diego was fully 
restored in 1941. Some day, I hope to visit the place where the missions began.
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 mission report option 2

Directions 
1.	 Use the information on your chart to write a Mission Report on five different  
	 California missions.
2.	 Each Mission Report should be four paragraphs long.
3.	 Write each report on a separate piece of paper.
4.	 For each Mission Report, draw a picture of the mission.

Example
1.	 Read the sample Mission Report on Mission San Diego. Notice that the essay contains 

four paragraphs:
	 a.	an introduction identifying the mission and introducing the two main points of  

	 your essay,
	 b.	two body paragraphs  each describing one main point, and
	 c.	a summary that restates the two main points in your body paragraphs and includes a 	

	 comment or reflection about the mission.
2.	 Open to Mission Chart 1 on page 24 in your Student Guide. Notice that the facts listed on 

the chart for the sample mission, Mission San Diego, are included in the Mission Report.

Sample Mission Report: Mission San Diego de Alcalá

	 San Diego de Alcalá, the first mission, was founded in July of 1769 by 
Junípero Serra. Two important details about Mission San Diego are its 
irrigation system and the conflicts between the padres and Native Americans.

	 Mission San Diego needed a way to get water, so the padres decided to 
build an irrigation system. Native Americans built a dam to trap water on the 
San Diego River. Then they built flumes to carry the water to the mission. 
Water was used to drink and to keep crops growing.

	 The padres at Mission at San Diego had a major conflict with Native 
Americans. The padres were trying to convert the Native Americans to 
Christianity. The Native Americans feared that their way of life would change 
forever. One night in 1775, 800 Native Americans attacked the mission and set 
fire to the roofs. Many Native Americans and missionaries died and were 
injured. But the mission survived and was rebuilt.

	 In summary, two interesting facts about mission San Diego are its irrigation 
system and its conflict with the Native Americans. I admire the hard work of 
the padres and Native Americans who established the San Diego Mission.
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Day 5: Starting the Voyage

Materials
•	 Crew Folders—one per crew
•	 REPORT CHECK-OFF LIST—one per crew, for your 

use (optional)
•	 DECISION CARDS—five copies, cut into cards, grouped by 

number and placed into four numbered envelopes
•	 FORM B–Days Sailed—one per crew + display copy
•	 Research Materials
•	 Crayons or colored pencils—one set per crew
•	 Voyage Map—laminated
•	 Game Pieces—one per group
•	 Tacks or masking tape—enough to attach Game Pieces to 

Voyage Map

Procedure 
	 1.	 Before class, prepare Decision Cards. Tack or tape Game 	
		  Pieces to the Voyage Map on or near the place marked with 	
		  a star.

	 2.	 Before class, prepare a binder or folder for collecting 		
		  Mission Reports. To help with record keeping, you may 	
		  choose to prepare a Report Check-off List for each crew.

	 3.	 Distribute Crew Folders. Have Boatswains display  
		  Name Cards.

	 4.	 Have students open their Student Guides to page 12, 		
		  Background Sheet 5. Read Background Sheet 5 with  
		  the class. 

	 5.	 Have students fill in Outline 5. Outline 5 answers:
	 I.	 Spain’s Plan to Colonize California
		  B.	 They planned to build three types of settlements.
				    1.	 Missions would be the religious centers.
				    2.	 Presidios would house soldiers to protect 		
						      the missions.
				    3.	 Pueblos, or towns, would allow people to 		
						      live around the missions.
	 II.	 Requirements for Choosing a Mission Site
		  A.	 Padres looked for three characteristics.
				    1.	 Missions needed to be close to trade routes.

Teaching Tip

Multiple copies of each Decision 
Card can be used if more than 
one ship lands on the same 
Decision Point or if a deciding 
crew would like a copy of the 
Decision Card for each 
crew member.

Phase 2: Sailing to California
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				    2.	 Missions needed to be close to Indian villages.
				    3.	 Missions needed to be close to fresh water.
	 III.	 Early Mission Buildings
		  D.	 Later, adobe (clay) bricks were used.
	 VI.	 Mission Layout
		  C.	 The buildings were built around a patio.
		  E.	 One mission, La Purísima, did not follow the 			
			   quadrangle plan.

	 6.	Explain that today students will begin the voyage to the  
		 California missions. Refer students to Voyage Guidelines on  
		 page 14 of their Student Guides. Review these guidelines with  
		  the class.

	 7.	Refer students to the Decision Point Sample on page 15 of  
		  their Student Guides. Review the directions and sample.

	 8.	Distribute FORM B–Days Sailed to each crew. Using the  
		 display copy, explain how to fill in the sheet.

	 9.	Have students research, take notes on their Mission Charts  
		 and write Mission Reports. As students complete Mission  
		 Reports, collect them from students. For each Mission Report  
		 completed, allow the report author’s Captain to move the ship  
		 forward one space on the map. For each space moved, remind  
		  the Pursers to make a tally mark on FORM B. 

	10.	Ten minutes before the end of the period have First Mates  
		 write an entry in the Ship’s Log. 

	11.	Have Boatswains place Student Guides, Accounting Forms, the 
Ships’ Logs and Name Cards into Crew Folders, then collect 
Crew Folders.

Teaching Tip

You may choose to record each 
crew’s completed Mission Reports 
on the MISSION REPORT 
CHECK-OFF LIST. Add this list 
and Mission Reports (as they are 
completed) to each crew’s section 
of your three-ring notebook.

Encourage students to check off 
Mission Reports completed by 
marking the map on the back 
page of their Student Guides.
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 background sheet 5

Early Missions and Building Techniques

Spain’s Plan to Colonize California
	 Spain’s plan was to set up missions all along the coast, then move inland, and gradually 
convert the entire Native American population to Christianity. The missions were part of Spain’s 
three-part plan to colonize California. The plan involved building missions with presidios and 
pueblos around the missions. The missions would be the religious centers. Presidios would 
house soldiers to protect the missions. Pueblos, or towns, would allow people to live around the 
missions. The missions would be connected by a road known as El Camino Real (The 
King’s Highway).
Requirements for Choosing a Mission Site
	 The padres had three requirements for each mission site they chose. Missions needed to be 
close to trade routes, Native American villages and fresh water. However, even after careful 
consideration, many missions had to be moved from their original sites or rebuilt due to 
flooding, earthquakes and/or poor soil conditions.
Early Mission Buildings
	 Early mission structures were very primitive. The church was built by putting logs straight 
into the ground, tying them together with hide strips and then covering the structure with mud. 
At first, the padres and Native Americans used rocks to build the missions. But they found that 
rocks were dangerous when buildings collapsed during earthquakes. Later, adobe (clay) bricks 
were used for mission buildings.
Mission Layout
	 Missions had similar layouts. Each mission included a church sanctuary, living quarters for 
the padres, and several workshops. The buildings were built around a central patio area in the 
shape of a quadrangle. This design provided a central meeting place and security for those 
inside. Only one mission, La Purísima, did not follow the quadrangle plan.

Guest Rooms Padres' Rooms Church

Cemetery

Women’s Rooms

Workshops

Native American Village

Tannery Pottery Weaving
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 outline 5

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 5.
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas, supporting ideas and supporting details in 	 
	 the outline below.

Building the Early Missions

	 I.	 Spain’s Plan to Colonize California
		  A.	Spain’s plan was to build missions along the coast, then move inland 		
		  and convert the entire Native American population.
		  B.	They planned to build three types of settlements.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 ___________________________________________________
			   3.	 ___________________________________________________
		  C.	The missions would be connected by a road, El Camino Real.

	 II.	 Requirements for Choosing a Mission Site
		  A.	Padres looked for three characteristics.
			   1.	 __________________________________________________
			   2.	 ___________________________________________________
			   3.	 ___________________________________________________
		  B.	Many missions had to be moved or rebuilt.

	 III.	 Early Mission Buildings
		  A.	Early mission structures were primitive. 
		  B.	The church was built with logs, hide and mud.
		  C.	Rocks were used, but they were dangerous.
		  D.	___________________________________________________

	 VI.	 Mission Layout
		  A.	Layouts were similar.
	 	 B.	Each mission included a church building, living quarters for the 	 	 	
		  padres, and workshops.
		  C.	____________________________________________________
	 	 D.	The quadrangle design provided a central meeting place.
		  E.	 ____________________________________________________
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voyage guidelines 

Each day, you will be given time to do research, take notes on your Mission Charts and write 
your Mission Reports. As you complete a report, bring it to the teacher, and your captain will 
move your ship marker forward one space on the Voyage Map. 
NOTE: More than one ship may be on the same space at the same time. 

Decision points are numbered on the map. When your ship lands on a Decision Point, the 
teacher will give your captain a Decision Card. Crew members read the situation and complete a 
Decision Point page in your Student Guides.

Each time your ship moves, your Purser makes a tally mark on FORM B–Days Sailed. 
FORM B will determine how much each crew member gets for wages at the end of the voyage.

Each day your First Mate will make an entry in the Ship’s Log.
Your entry should include 
	 •	 a date (from the late 1700s or early 1800s)
	 •	 a description of what occurred on board your ship
	 •	 your reaction to the day’s events 
	 •	 your name

Sample:

April 21, 1785
Today our ship, the Tallow Trader, loaded up with 

cargo for our trip to California. We bought plows, 
axes, nails, flour, sugar and cloth. We are hoping to 
trade these items for hides at the California Missions.

Soon we will begin our voyage. I have been sailing 
for many years, but I am still anxious about our trip. I 
hope that no one dies of scurvy and that we make it 
safely around Cape Horn.

Benton Miller
First Mate, The Tallow Trader

1. Reports

2. Decision Points

3. Days Sailed

4. Ship’s Log
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decision point sample 

1.	 When you land on a Decision Point, your teacher will give you a Decision Card.
2.	 In your Student Guide, write a summary of the problem.
3.	 With your crew, decide on two possible solutions and write them in your Student Guide.
4.	 Have a crew discussion, then write down your crew’s decision and the reason why  
	 that decision is the best.
5.	 Your crew must complete the decision before you continue your journey.

You are on the crew of a trading ship. Another crew member has taken something of yours and 
refuses to return it. You do not want to report it to the captain because the captain will beat him 
and throw him in the brig. This means that the rest of the crew will have to work harder to cover 
for the imprisoned sailor. What will you do and why will you choose that solution?

A.	 Summary of problem:
	
	 ___________________________________________________________________
	
	 ___________________________________________________________________

B.	 Two solutions:

	 1._________________________________________________________________

	 2._________________________________________________________________

C.	 Decision:
	
	 ___________________________________________________________________
	
	 ___________________________________________________________________

D.	 Reason:
	
	 ___________________________________________________________________
	
	 ___________________________________________________________________

Directions

Example
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 report check-off list

Ship’s Name___________________

Crew Members

______________________________	 _____________________________

______________________________	 _____________________________

MISSION	 REPORT COMPLETE
				  
San Diego de Alcalá	 ________

San Carlos Borromeo de Carmelo	 ________

San Antonio de Padua	 ________

San Gabriel de Arcángel	 ________

San Luis Obispo de Tolosa	 ________

San Francisco de Asís	 ________

San Juan Capistrano	 ________

Santa Clara de Asís	 ________

San Buenaventura	 ________

Santa Bárbara	 ________

La Purísima Concepción	 ________

Santa Cruz	 ________

Nuestra Señora de la Soledad	 ________

San José	 ________

San Juan Bautista	 ________

San Miguel Archángel	 ________

San Fernando Rey de España	 ________

San Luis Rey de Francia	 ________

Santa Ines	 ________

San Rafael Arcángel	 ________

San Francisco Solano	 ________
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Master

				  

Ship’s Name__________________________

Crew Members

______________________________	 ______________________________

______________________________	 ______________________________

	 Section 1: Tally Marks
	 Directions
	 1. During your voyage, each space you move on the map is one day sailed. 
	 2. For each day sailed, the Purser will make one tally mark.
	 3. At the end of your voyage, count the tally marks and enter the total in the space for 
		  Grand Total–Days Sailed.

							T       ally Marks					   

	 ____________________________________________________________________	

								        Grand Total–Days Sailed	 ________

	
	 Section 2: Wages
	 Directions
	 Each crew member earns one dollar for every day sailed. Fill in the information  
	 requested on each line.

	 1. Number of Crew Members				    ___________

	 2. Grand Total–Days Sailed, from Section 1	 	 ___________

	 3. Total Wages (Multiply line 1 by line 2)			  ___________

 form b

Days Sailed
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 decision cards

Decision Point 1

The Captain is the master of the ship. Whatever he says is the law. One day two sailors have 
an argument that turns into a fight. Another sailor steps in to break up the fight. Just then 
the Captain shows up and sees the fight. He orders all three sailors to be flogged for 
fighting. A fourth sailor steps forward and challenges the Captain’s orders, saying that the 
one sailor was only trying to stop the fight. The Captain orders him to be flogged as well. 
You are a sailor on this ship. What will you do? Why would this be the best solution?

Decision Point 2

You are the Captain of a trading ship. A Native American who has been extremely kind and 
helpful to you in the past becomes very ill and is close to death. You have some medicine 
on your ship for your crew. It may not be enough to last the whole voyage, especially if you 
give some to the Native American. What will you do? Why would this be the best solution?

Decision Point 3

You are the Captain of a trading ship. There are two routes you can travel around Cape 
Horn. One is a little safer than the other, but takes twice as long. The other is much more 
dangerous, but only takes half as long. Which route will you take and why?

Decision Point 4

You are the Captain of a trading ship. One of your crew is sick with scurvy. You could sail 
to shore and try to find some fresh fruit to make him well. However, sailing to shore would 
take several days. The delay would force your ship to travel around Cape Horn during the 
worst weather. Another possibility is to hurry directly to Cape Horn. You can try to beat the 
worst weather, reach the other side and find fresh fruit before your sick crew member dies. 
What will you do and why?
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Day 6: Research and Sailing

Materials
•	 Crew Folders—one per crew
•	 Research materials
•	 Crayons or colored pencils—one set per crew
•	 Decision Cards

Procedure
1.	 Distribute Crew Folders. Have Boatswains display 

Name Cards.

2.	 Have students open their Student Guides to page 18, 
Background Sheet 6. Read Background Sheet 6 with 
the class. 

3.	 Have students complete Outline 6. Outline 6 answers: 
	 I.	 European Influences
		  B.	 One style was Moorish.
		  C.	 Another style was Vitruvian.
	 II.	 Adobe Bricks
		  A.	 Fr. Lasuén built with adobe.
		  B.	 Native Americans made hundreds of bricks to build 	
				    each mission.
				    1.  They mixed mud and straw.
		  C.	 Adobe needed protection from the rain.
	 III.	 Roof Tiles 
	 IV.	 Campanarios
		  B.	 The bells called people to work and to church.
	 V.	 Unique Architecture
		  A.	 No two missions are alike.

4.	 Have students research, take notes on their Mission Charts and 
write Mission Reports. As students complete Mission Reports, 
collect them from students. For each Mission Report 
completed, allow the report author’s Captain to move the ship 
forward one space on the map. For each space moved, remind 
the Pursers to make a tally mark on FORM B. 

5.	 Ten minutes before the end of the period have First Mates 
write an entry in the Ship’s Log. 	

6.	 Have Boatswains place Student Guides, Accounting Forms, 
the Ships’ Logs and Name Cards into Crew Folders, then 
collect Crew Folders.
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 background sheet 6

Mission Architecture

European Influences
	 To build the missions, the padres borrowed ideas from European architecture. The Moorish 
style was one that they borrowed. The Moors were Moslems from north Africa who came to 
Spain. The tall bell towers and the glazed tiles of the missions show the Moorish influence. A 
second style borrowed from Europe was the Vitruvian style. Vitruvius was a famous Roman 
architect. Some features of the missions reflect his style: tile roofs, floor tiles and aqueducts to 
carry water.
Adobe
	 Missions built by Fr. Lasuén were made of adobe. He realized that wood was not easily 
available along the California coast, and stones were not safe because they were unstable and 
could fall during an earthquake. 
	 Native Americans made the hundreds of bricks required to build a mission. To make adobe, 
the Native Americans mixed mud and straw and put the mixture into a rectangular mold. They 
allowed the bricks to dry in the sun. After drying on one side the bricks were turned over to dry 
on the other side.
	 Because adobe bricks were not baked, they dissolved in the rain. To protect the bricks, a 
thick plaster whitewash was painted over all the walls. This whitewash was made from crushed 
seashells. Since the whitewash needed to be constantly replaced, Native Americans were always 
busy putting a fresh coat of whitewash on the mission walls. Steeply sloped roofs that extended 
well beyond the walls also protected the adobe from rain.
Roof Tiles
	 Clay tiles covered the mission roofs. These tiles were shaped on a special 
mold, then baked. The temperature in the ovens was difficult to regulate, so 
baking the tiles was difficult. If the oven was not hot enough, the clay would 
not properly harden and would dissolve in the rain. If the oven was too hot, 
the tiles would crack and were useless.
Campanarios
	 Missions were built with campanarios—bell towers with arched 
cutouts to hold the mission bells. The mission bells called the padres 
and Native Americans to work and to church. The more bells a 
mission owned and displayed, the more status it held. 
Unique Architecture
	 Although each mission was built using the 
same general layout, no two missions are 
identical. Each priest built his mission to 
reflect his own tastes in architectural 
style. Special features were added purely 
for decorative reasons. For instance, 
Mission San Miguel has 16 arches 
because it is the 16th mission.

Mission San Buenaventura



50  california missions — Teacher Guide	 Copyright ©1999 Interact 1-800-421-4246

Student Guide 19

 outline 6

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 6.
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas, supporting ideas and supporting details in 		  
	 the outline below.

Mission Architecture
	 I.	 European Influences
		  A.	Padres borrowed ideas from European architecture.
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
			   1.	 The Moors came to Spain from North Africa.
			   2.	 Tall bell towers and glazed tiles show their influence.
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
			   1.	 Vitruvius was an architect from Rome.
	 	 	 2.	 Tile roofs, floor tiles and aqueducts reflect his style. 

	 II.	 Adobe Bricks
		  A.	_______________________________________________________
			   1.	 Wood was not a readily available.
	 	 	 2.	 Stones were unstable and dangerous during earthquakes.
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 They put it into a mold.
			   3.	 They dried adobe bricks on both sides in the sun.
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
			   1.	 Native Americans painted whitewash on adobe walls.
			   2.	 Roofs were steep and extended beyond the walls.

	 III.	 _________________________________________________________
		  A.	Roof tiles were made from clay.
		  B.	Tiles were made from a special mold, then baked.
		  C.	Baking tiles was difficult.

	 IV.	 __________________________________________________________
		  A.	Missions have campanarios—bell towers with cutouts to hold bells.
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
		  C.	The more bells a mission owned, the more status it held.

	 V.	 Unique Architecture
		  A.	_______________________________________________________
		  B.	Missions reflect tastes of the padres.
		  C.	Some features were just decorative.
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Day 7: Research and Sailing

Materials
•	 Crew Folders—one per crew
•	 Research Materials
•	 Crayons or colored pencils—one set per crew
•	 Decision Cards

Procedure
1.	 Distribute Crew Folders. Have Boatswains display 

Name Cards.

2.	 Have students open their Student Guides to page 20, 
Background Sheet 7. Read Background Sheet 7 with 
the class. 

3.	 Have students complete Outline 7. Outline answers:
	 I.	 Christianity
		  A.	 The padres’ most important task was to teach  
				    Native Americans about Christianity. 
				    1. 	 They had to help the Native Americans change  
						      their lifestyles from hunters and gatherers to  
						      farmers and tradesmen.
		  B.	 Converting the Native Americans was not too difficult.
				    1. 	 They both believed in one God and a  
						      spiritual world.
	 II.	 Communication
		  B.	 Padres discovered that the Native Americans were  
				    very musical.
		  C.	 Parents approved of music lessons.
				    1. 	 Music lessons encouraged Native Americans  
						      to convert.
		  D.	 Later, the padres saw there was an advantage to  
				    different languages.
				    2. 	 Native Americans couldn’t band together  
						      against the missions.
	 III.	 Other Skills
		  B.	 They learned to make adobe bricks.
		  C.	 Native Americans were doing all the work of  
				    the missions.

4.	 Give students an opportunity to research, take notes on their 
Mission Charts and write Mission Reports. As students 
complete Mission Reports, collect them from students. For 
each Mission Report completed, allow the report author’s 
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Captain to move the ship forward one space on the map. For 
each space moved, remind the Pursers to make a tally mark on 
FORM B. 

5.	 Ten minutes before the end of the period, have First Mates 
write an entry in the Ship’s Log. 	

6.	 Have Boatswains place Student Guides, Accounting Forms, the 
Ships’ Logs and Name Cards into Crew Folders, then collect 
Crew Folders.

Carrie and Brandon research the California Missions.
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background sheet 7

Teaching the Native Americans

Christianity
	 The padres’ most important task was to teach the Native Americans about Christianity. But 
to teach them, they had to change the Native Americans’ lifestyle from that of hunters and 
gatherers to farmers and tradesmen. It took a lot of time each day for Native Americans to 
provide their own food by hunting and gathering. The padres decided to provide food to the 
Native Americans so that they would have the time to learn about Christianity.
	 Teaching the Native Americans about Christian beliefs was not too difficult. Both the padres 
and the Native Americans believed in one God and a spiritual world. Newly converted, baptized 
Native Americans were called “neophytes.”
Communication
	 Communicating with the Native Americans was another story! The California Native 
Americans belonged to many different tribes. The padres identified 18 different languages 
among the coastal Native Americans! How could they understand and be understood by each of 
the different tribes?
	 The padres discovered that the Native Americans enjoyed singing and playing musical 
instruments. The padres began teaching the Native Americans religious music. Once the Native 
Americans learned the music and words, the padres began to teach the meaning of Spanish and 
Latin words. At the same time the padres worked hard to learn Native American words.
	 Native American parents approved of music lessons for their children and encouraged others 
to join. Because of the music lessons, the padres were able to convert many Native Americans. 
Missions soon gained a reputation for having fine choirs and orchestras. Missions often had 
choirs of 30 singers and orchestras of 25 members. Orchestras consisted of a core of violins, 
violas, a double bass and cello. Other instruments might include trumpets, flutes, piccolos, 
oboes, clarinets and drums. The padres also taught the Native Americans how to read music. 
Visitors to the missions were often entertained by these Native American musicians and singers.
	 Later, the padres learned that there was an advantage to the tribes speaking different 
languages. Different languages for different tribes meant that the Native Americans were not 
able to easily communicate with each other either. Therefore, there was less chance of the 
different tribes banding together against the missions.
Other Skills
	 In time, the padres were able to teach the Native 
Americans other skills. They learned about farming, 
weaving, leather working and blacksmithing. 
Another important job was the making of adobe 
bricks for building the missions. Padres expected 
Native Americans to make between 40–50 bricks a 
day! In a very short period of time, the Native 
Americans were doing all the work of the missions 
and making the missions fairly prosperous.
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outline 7

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 7.
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas, supporting ideas and supporting details in 
 	 the outline below.

Teaching the Native Americans

	 I.	 Christianity
		  A.	The padres’ most important task was to teach Native Americans  
			   about Christianity. 
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 Padres provided food to give the Native Americans more time 			 
			   to learn about Christianity.
		  B.	Converting the Native Americans was not too difficult.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 Baptized and converted Indians were called “neophytes.”

	 II.	 Communication
		  A.	Communicating was difficult.
			   1.	 Native Americans belonged to different tribes.
			   2.	 There were 18 different languages.
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
			   1.	 Native Americans learned music, Spanish and Latin words.
			   2.	 Padres learned Native American languages.
		  C.	Parents approved of music lessons.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 Missions had fine choirs and orchestras.
			   3.	 Padres taught Native Americans to read music.
			   4.	 Native Americans entertained visitors.
		  D.	Later, the padres saw there was an advantage to different languages.
			   1.	 Communication between tribes was difficult.
			   2.	 ___________________________________________________
	
	 III.	 Other Skills
		  A.	Native Americans were taught agricultural skills, carpentry, 				 
		  weaving, leather working and blacksmithing.
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
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Day 8: Research and Sailing

Materials
•	 Crew Folders—one per crew
•	 Research Materials
•	 Crayons or colored pencils—one set per crew
•	 Decision Cards

Procedure 
1.	 Distribute Crew Folders. Have Boatswains display 

Name Cards.

2.	 Have students read Background Sheet 8 on page 22 of their 
Student Guides. This is the final Background Sheet.

3.	 Have students complete Outline 8. Outline 8 answers:
	 I.	 The End of Mission Life
		  A.	 Secularization marked the end of mission life.
				    1. 	 To secularize means to take land from the church  
						      and give it to the people.
		  B.	 The neophytes could not keep the property they  
				    were given.
				    1. 	 Ranchers, soldiers, and farmers tricked the  
						      neophytes into giving away their rights.
				    3. 	 Conditions for Native Americans working on  
						      ranchos were very harsh.
	 II.	 A New Period in California History Begins
		  C.	 They brought horses and started ranchos.
	 III.	 Returning Land to the Church
		  C.	 In the 1860s, President Lincoln returned remaining  
				    mission lands to the church.
	 IV.	 Benefits of the Mission Period
		  A.	 The missions helped people understand what crops  
				    could grow along the California coast.
		  B.	 They established the architectural style still found  
				    throughout California.
		  C.	 Many pueblos became major cities in California.

4.	 Give students an opportunity to research, take notes on their 
Mission Charts and write Mission Reports. As students 
complete Mission Reports, collect them from students. For 
each Mission Report completed, allow the report author’s 
Captain to move the ship forward one space on the map. For 
each space moved, remind the Pursers to make a tally mark on 
FORM B. 

5.	 Ten minutes before the end of the period, have First Mates 
write an entry in the Ship’s Log. 	

6.	 Have Boatswains place Student Guides, Accounting Forms, the 
Ships’ Logs and Name Cards into Crew Folders, then collect 
Crew Folders.
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background sheet 8 

Secularization

The End of Mission Life
	 Secularization marked the end of mission life as it had been. To secularize means to take 
land from the church and give it to the people. In 1821, lands that were once possessed by Spain 
became Mexico. This new country included the mission lands in Alta California. In 1833, the 
Mexican government ordered half the mission lands to be returned to the native people.

	 Although the plan for secularization assigned one half of the mission lands and herds and 
other property to neophytes, unfortunately, ranchers, soldiers and farmers wanted this land and 
easily tricked the inexperienced neophytes into giving away their rights. By 1846, most mission 
land and cattle had passed into the hands of 800 private landowners called rancheros, and most 
neophytes ended up working for the rancheros under conditions so harsh that the death rate for 
Native Americans working on ranchos was twice the death rate of slaves on Southern 
plantations. 
A New Period in California History Begins
	 This sale of mission lands led to the rancho period in California. Large numbers of 
Spaniards came from Mexico to California. They brought horses, bought large plots of 
inexpensive land and created ranchos. 
Returning Land to the Church
	 Eventually, the Catholic Church got back some of the mission land. After California became 
part of the United States in 1850, the United States congress returned some of the lands and 
buildings to the church. In the 1860s, President Lincoln returned the remaining mission 
buildings and land.
Benefits of the Mission Period
	 The missions benefited California in at least three major ways. First, the missions helped 
people understand what crops and products could best be produced in the climate and soil along 
the coast. In addition, the missions established the architectural style still found throughout 
California. Finally, many of the pueblos built around the early missions have become major 
cities in California.

Mexico

United 
States

United States
Territories

Occupied by
U.S. & Britain

Florida Territory

Monterey

San Diego
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outline 8 

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 8.
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas, supporting ideas and supporting details in 		  
	 the outline below.

Secularization

	 I.	 The End of Mission Life
		  A.	Secularization marked the end of mission life.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 In 1833, Native Americans received half the mission lands.
		  B.	The neophytes could not keep the property they were given.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 Most mission land and cattle passed into the hands of 800 rancheros.
			   3.	 ___________________________________________________
	
	 II.	 ________________________________________________________
		  A.	This sale of lands led to the California ranchos.
		  B.	Large numbers of Spaniards came to California.
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
	
	 III.	 Returning Land to the Church
		  A.	Eventually, the Catholic Church got back the mission lands.
		  B.	 In 1850, Congress returned some land to the church.
		  C.	_______________________________________________________

	 IV.	 __________________________________________________________
	
		  A.	_______________________________________________________
	
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
	
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
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daily directions

Day 9: Research and Sailing

Materials
•	 Crew Folders—one per crew
•	 Research Materials
•	 Crayons or colored pencils—one set per crew
•	 Decision Cards

Procedure
1.	 Distribute Crew Folders. Have Boatswains display 

Name Cards.

2.	 Students should continue researching missions, taking notes on 
their Mission Charts and writing Mission Reports. As students 
complete Mission Reports, collect them from students. For 
each Mission Report completed, allow the report author’s 
Captain to move the ship forward one space on the map. For 
each space moved, remind the Pursers to make a tally mark on 
FORM B. 

3.	 Ten minutes before the end of the period, have First Mates 
write an entry in the Ship’s Log. 	

4.	 Have Boatswains place Student Guides, Accounting Forms, the 
Ships’ Logs and Name Cards into Crew Folders, then collect 
Crew Folders.

Teaching Tip

Inform students that they should 
complete their assigned portions 
of the Mission Chart and their 
Mission Reports today. Tomorrow 
they will share their missions 
with their crews.

David, Todd and Jason write their Mission Reports.
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daily directions

Day 10: Sharing Mission Reports

Materials
•	 Crew Folders—one per crew
•	 MISSION CHART 1—display copy (optional)

Procedure:
1.	 Distribute Crew Folders. Have Boatswains display 

Name Cards.

2.	 Pass back Mission Reports.

3.	 Tell the students that today they will be given time to share 
their reports with their crews. Students have seven Mission 
Charts in their Student Guides. As students share, other crew 
members will write information for each mission on their 
Mission Charts. If you wish, you may use the MISSION 
CHART 1 display copy (see Day 4) to guide students through 
this process. Students will have time to continue this activity 
during Day 11.

4.	 Ten minutes before the end of the period, have First Mates 
write an entry in the Ship’s Log. 	

5.	 Have Boatswains place all materials into Crew Folders, then 
collect Crew Folders.

Teaching Tip

To motivate students, you may 
require that each crew complete 
its charts in order to 
begin trading.
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daily directions

Day 11: Sharing Mission Reports

Materials
•	 Crew Folders—one per crew

Procedure
1.	 Distribute Crew Folders. Have Boatswains display 

Name Cards.

2.	 Have students continue sharing Mission Reports with other 
members of their crews. As students share, crew members 
should complete Mission Chart entries for each mission. Chart 
entries should be completed by the end of the day.

3.	 Ten minutes before the end of the period, have First Mates 
write an entry in the Ship’s Log. 	

4.	 Collect Mission Reports.

5.	 Have Boatswains place all materials into Crew Folders, then 
collect Crew Folders.

Teaching Tip

You may decide to make a 
Mission Booklet for each crew. 
You can create these booklets by 
making a photocopy of a crew’s 
Mission Reports for each member 
of that crew.
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daily directions

Day 12: Arrival in Monterey

Materials
•	 Crew Folders—one per crew
•	 FORM C–Monterey Duty Charges—one per crew  
	 + display copy
•	 FORM D–Cargo Tally—one per crew + display copy
•	 FORM E–Hides Collected—one per crew + display copy
•	 Calculators—one per crew

Procedure
1.	 Distribute Crew Folders. Have Boatswains display Name 

Cards.

2.	 Today ships arrive in Monterey to declare their cargo and pay 
their taxes.

3.	 Distribute FORM C–Monterey Duty Charges. Using the 
FORM C display copy, guide students in completing the form. 
To complete this sheet, students will need to refer to FORM 
A–Cargo Purchased.

4.	 Distribute FORM D–Cargo Tally. This sheet is used to keep 
track of items that have been traded with the missions. Using 
the FORM D display copy, read the directions with your 
students. You may elect to have your students continue trading 
for several days. Copy additional FORM D blanks as needed.

5.	 Distribute FORM E–Hides Collected to each crew. This form 
is to keep track of hides collected at each mission. Using the 
FORM E display copy, read the directions with your students.

6.	 Ten minutes before the end of the period, have First Mates 
complete entries in the Ship’s Log.

7.	 Have Boatswains organize materials and place them in their 
Crew Folders. Collect Crew Folders. Check Form E for 
accuracy before the next class meeting.

Teaching Tips

Calculators, if available, can help 
students complete this sheet.

If students limit cargo purchases 
to $10,000 or less, they should 
have enough left of their $20,000 
to pay duty. However, should a 
ship not have enough money, the 
crew must forfeit one or more 
cargo items to recover the 
original cost and pay duty owed.

In Monterey, duty is considered 
paid when students complete 
Form C. Duty is actually 
subtracted from crews’ ship 
accounts on the last day of 
the unit.

Teaching Tip

You may wish to check the math 
on FORM C.

Phase 3: Trading
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 form c

Monterey Duty Charges

Ship’s Name__________________________

Directions
1.	 In the Quantity column, write the quantity of each cargo item purchased by your crew. 
2.	 Multiply the Quantity by the Duty charge for each item, and write your answer in the 

Total column.
3.	 Add together the numbers in the Total column and write the grand total in the space for 

Grand Total–Duty.

	 Items	 Quantity	 Multiply	 Duty	T otal

	 Ax		  x	 $ 50.00

	 Cloth (one bolt)		  x	 $ 25.00

	 Flour (one barrel)		  x	 $ 25.00

	 Hammers		  x	 $ 50.00

	 Iron Pot		  x	 $ 25.00

	 Nails (one barrel)		  x	 $150.00

	 Plow		  x	 $250.00

	 Salt (one barrel)		  x	 $100.00

	 Saw		  x	 $100.00

	 Sugar (one barrel)		  x	 $ 25.00

				    Grand Total–Duty
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 form e

Ship’s Name________________________________
Use the space below to record the number of hides collected at each mission.	

	T rade #	 Mission Traded With	 # of Hides	T otal

Hides Collected
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daily directions

Day 13: Trading with the Missions

Materials 
•	 Crew Folders—one per crew
•	 Mission Map—laminated
•	 Game Pieces—one per crew
•	 Tacks or masking tape—to attach Game Pieces to the 

Mission Map
•	 QUESTION CARDS—one set, cut apart, shuffled and placed 

into a labeled envelope
•	 TRADING CARDS—one set, cut apart, shuffled and placed 

into a labeled envelope
•	 TRADING GUIDELINES—display copy

Procedure
1.	 Before class, hang the Mission Map on the wall. Tack or tape 

Game Pieces to the Mission Map at Monterey, which is 
marked with a star.

2.	 Distribute Crew Folders. Have Boatswains display 
Name Cards.

3.	 Refer students to the Trading Guidelines on page 31 of their 
Student Guides. Using your TRADING GUIDELINES display 
copy, explain the process of trading with the missions.

4.	 Have students begin trading. The teacher may ask the 
questions or have students read the questions aloud. Remind 
students to listen carefully because all of the questions will be 
on the Post-Test. 

5.	 As students trade, remind Pursers to account for days sailed, 
cargo traded and hides collected (FORMS B, D and E).

6.	 Ten minutes before the end of the period, have First Mates 
complete an entry in the Ship’s Log.

7.	 Have Boatswains organize materials and place them in their 
Crew Folders. Collect Crew Folders.

	 NOTE: The trading phase of the simulation can last as long as 
you wish—the author suggests at least eight rounds.

Teaching Tip

During trading, if students have 
questions, refer them to the 
Trading Guidelines in their 
Student Guides.

Teaching Tip

The questions may be answered 
either by the crew as a group or 
by  a different student each time 
around. If you allow the crew to 
answer together, set a time limit 
of one or two minutes. The 
author allows students to use 
their Outlines and Mission 
Charts to answer questions, but 
sets a one-minute time limit.
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trading guidelines 

In order to move on the Mission Map, your crew will need to answer one question from a 
Question Card correctly. Questions on question cards include material from your Background 
Sheets and your research on the missions. Listen carefully to the questions and answers because 
these questions will be on the Post-test. 

	
a. 	You may move one space for each question answered correctly.
b. 	You may not land on any space occupied by another ship.
c.	 After trading, you must go out to a solid black space before landing on another 		   
	 mission space.
d. 	You may move to any appropriate adjoining space, including spaces at a diagonal to 		   
	 your ship.

When your ship lands on a mission space, your crew pulls a Trading Card. If your cargo 
includes any or all of the items listed on that card, you may trade one of each of these items for 
the number of hides stated on the card. For example, you may have three bolts of cloth, but each 
mission needs only one at a time.

As your crew trades, your Purser must record:
	 •	 number of days sailed (FORM B–Days Sailed)
	 •	 quantity of cargo items traded (FORM D–Cargo Tally)
	 •	 quantity of hides received (FORM E–Hides Collected)

1. Question Cards

2. Moving on the Mission Map

3. Trading Cards

4. Recording Trade

California Missions

Question Card

18.	Who did most of the work building 
the missions?

California Missions

Trading Card

Goods	 Hides
Iron Pot	 200
Cloth (one bolt)	 250
Salt (one barrel)	 300
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answers to question cards

	 1.	 Juan Cabrillo
	 2.	 They collected and traded valuable otter 	
		  pelts.
	 3.	 Gaspár de Portolá
	 4.	 Cape Horn
	 5.	 Missions needed to be close to trade 		
		  routes, close to Native American 		
		  villages, and close to fresh water.
	 6.	 Fr. Serra
	 7.	 Hides, tallow, and meat
	 8.	 Candles and soap
	 9. 	 Tallow, hides and meat
	10.	 San Diego de Alcalá
	11.	 San Carlos Borromeo–Monterey
	12.	 A band of Native American warriors  
		  attacked the Spaniards.
	13.	 11
	14.	 21
	15.	 El Camino Real
	16.	 San Francisco
	17.	 La Purísima
	18.	 The Native Americans
	19.	 To pay a duty/taxes to the Spanish 		
		  government
	20.	 They were extremely valuable
	21.	 16th mission
	22.	 They used music
	23.	 A disease suffered by sailors caused 		
		  from a lack of vitamin C found in fresh 	
		  fruits
	24.	 They changed from a hunter/gatherer 		
		  lifestyle to a farmer/rancher lifestyle.
	25.	 Fr. Lasuén
	26.	 Secularization is the return of church 		
		  lands to the people.
	27.	 To convert the Native Americans to 		
		  Catholicism, to establish Spain in 		
		  California, and to give trading ships 		
		  stopping points for supplies

	28.	 They both believed in one God and a 		
		  spiritual world.
	29.	 Smuggling–hiding some of their cargo 		
		  on an island and only declaring part of it
	30.	 Helped people understand which crops 		
		  can be produced along the coast, OR 		
		  established architectural style still found 	
		  in California OR pueblos became major 	
		  cities
	31.	 Horses
	32.	 San Carlos Borromeo
	33.	 Bells
	34.	 Miguel Jose Serra
	35.	 Tallow
	36.	 Campanario
	37.	 Santa Barbara
	38.	 Nine
	39.	 Sea shells
	40.	 San Buenaventura
	41.	 Abraham Lincoln
	42.	 They found that rocks were dangerous 		
		  when buildings collapsed during 		
	 	 earthquakes.
	43.	 La Purísima
	44.	 Santa Barbara
	45.	 San Luis Rey
	46.	 San Luis Rey
	47.	 Presidio
	48.	 Pueblo
	49.	 Adobe
	50.	 Neophytes
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 question cards

California Missions

Question Card

1.	 In 1542, who discovered 
San Diego Bay?

California Missions

Question Card

2.	 Why did Russia want to 
claim California?

California Missions

Question Card

3.	 Who was sent to build forts 
for Spain?

California Missions

Question Card

4.	 What cape did ships pass when 
traveling from the east coast of the 
United States to California?

California Missions

Question Card

5.	 What were the three qualities that 
padres looked for when choosing a 
mission site? 

California Missions

Question Card

6.	 Who was sent by Spain to build 
missions in California?

California Missions

Question Card

7.	 What three major items were traded 
by the missions?

California Missions

Question Card

8.	 Tallow was used to make what 
two items?

California Missions

Question Card

9.	 Cattle were raised and used for what 
three purposes?

California Missions

Question Card

10.	Which was the first mission to 
be built?
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 question cards

California Missions

Question Card

11.	Which was the second mission to 
be built?

California Missions

Question Card

12.	What happened when the Spanish 
garrison was weakened by scurvy?

California Missions

Question Card

13.	La Purísima Mission was what 
number mission?

California Missions

Question Card

14.	How many missions were built in 
Alta California?

California Missions

Question Card

15.	What is the name of the road that 
connects all the missions?

California Missions

Question Card

16.	Where was the last mission built?

California Missions

Question Card

17.	Which of the missions was the 
only one not to be built in the 
traditional quadrangle?

California Missions

Question Card

18.	Who did most of the work building 
the missions?

California Missions

Question Card

19.	Why were trading ships required to 
first stop in Monterey?

California Missions

Question Card

20.	Why were hides nicknamed 
“California banknotes?”
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 question cards

California Missions

Question Card

21.	Mission San Miguel’s corridor has 16 
arches. Why? 

California Missions

Question Card

22.	How did the padres first communicate 
with the Indians? 

California Missions

Question Card

23.	What is scurvy?

California Missions

Question Card

24.	In what major way did the missions 
change the lifestyle of the 
Native Americans?

California Missions

Question Card

25.	Who took over as Father Presidente 
of the California Missions when 
Fr. Serra died? 

California Missions

Question Card

26.	What is secularization?

California Missions

Question Card

27.	For what three reasons were 
missions established?

California Missions

Question Card

28.	In what two ways were the Native 
Americans’ beliefs similar to those of 
the mission padres?

California Missions

Question Card

29.	What did some trading ships do to 
avoid paying the high taxes? 

California Missions

Question Card

30.	What is one way that the missions 
benefited California?
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Question cards 

California Missions

Question Card

31.	What animals did the Spaniards bring 
to California?

California Missions

Question Card

32.	Father Serra is buried in front of the 
altar of which mission? 

California Missions

Question Card

33.	What was used at the missions to call 
the Padres and Native Americans to 
church and work?

California Missions

Question Card

34.	What was Father Serra’s name before 
he became a priest?

California Missions

Question Card

35.	What is the hard, coarse fat rendered 
from cattle to make soap and candles?

California Missions

Question Card

36.	What is the Spanish name for a bell 
tower wall in which several large 
bells are hung?

California Missions

Question Card

37.	Which was the first mission founded 
by Father Lasuén? 

California Missions

Question Card

38.	How many missions did 
Father Serra found?

California Missions

Question Card

39.	What was ground up to make the 
plaster coating used to paint the 
adobe walls?

California Missions

Question Card

40.	Which mission was the last mission 
to be founded by Father Serra?
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question cards 

California Missions

Question Card

41.	Which American president returned 
the missions to the church?

California Missions

Question Card

42.	Why did the padres stop using rocks 
to build the missions?

California Missions

Question Card

43.	Which mission was restored 
by the California Civilian 
Conservation Corps?

California Missions

Question Card

44.	Which mission is known as the 
“Queen of the Missions?”

California Missions

Question Card

45.	Which Mission is located in the 
Valley of the Bears?

California Missions

Question Card

46.	What is the name of the 18th mission, 
known as the “King of the Missions?”

California Missions

Question Card

47.	What is a Spanish fort called?

California Missions

Question Card

48.	What is the word for a settlement 
built around a church?

California Missions

Question Card

49.	What is the name for a brick made 
of clay and straw and then dried in 
the sun?

California Missions

Question Card

50.	What were baptized Native 
Americans called?
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trading cards 

California Missions

Trading Card

Goods	 Hides
Saw	 500
Ax	 500
Iron Pot	 200

California Missions

Trading Card

Goods	 Hides
Iron Pot	 200
Ax	 500
Salt (one barrel)	 300

California Missions

Trading Card

Goods	 Hides
Iron Pot	 200
Cloth (one bolt)	 250
Salt (one barrel)	 300

California Missions

Trading Card

Goods	 Hides
Saw	 500
Cloth (one bolt)	 250
Salt (one barrel)	 300

California Missions

Trading Card

Goods	 Hides
Flour (one barrel)	 250
Cloth (one bolt)	 250
Plow	 1500

California Missions

Trading Card

Goods	 Hides
Cloth (one bolt)	 250
Iron Pot	 200
Flour (one barrel)	 250

California Missions

Trading Card

Goods	 Hides
Sugar (one barrel)	 250
Flour (one barrel)	 250
Salt (one barrel)	 300

California Missions

Trading Card

Goods	 Hides
Iron Pot	 200
Salt (one barrel)	 300
Plow	 1500

California Missions

Trading Card

Goods	 Hides
Nails (one barrel)	 500
Saw	 1000
Cloth (one bolt)	 250

California Missions

Trading Card

Goods	 Hides
Nails (one barrel)	 500
Iron Pot	 200
Hammer	 500
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daily directions

Day 14: Trading with the Missions

Materials
•	 Crew Folders—one per crew
•	 QUESTION CARDS
•	 TRADING CARDS

Procedure
1.	Distribute Crew Folders. Have Boatswains display  
	 Name Cards.

2.	Have students continue trading. If this is your final trading  
	 day, inform students that the Post-Test will be the following day.

3.	As students trade, remind Pursers to account for days sailed,  
	 cargo traded and hides collected (FORMS B, D and E).

4.	Ten minutes before the end of the period, have First Mates  
	 complete an entry in the Ship’s Log.

5.	Have Boatswains organize materials and place them in their  
	 Crew Folders. Collect Crew Folders.

Teaching Tip

During trading, if students have 
questions, refer them to the 
Trading Guidelines in their 
Student Guides.

If crews still have cargo left at the 
end of trading, they will be able 
to sell it back (at a reduced rate) 
on the final day of the unit.
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Daily directions

Day 15: Final Accounting

Materials
•	 Crew Folders—one per crew
•	 FORM F–Unsold Cargo—one per crew + display copy
•	 FORM G–Final Accounting—one per crew + display copy
•	 Calculators—one per crew (optional)
•	 POST-TEST—class set
•	 PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE—class set
•	 TRADE MASTER CERTIFICATE—one for each member of 

most profitable crew

Procedure
1.	 Distribute Crew Folders. 

2.	 Inform students that today they will do the final accounting for 
their ship. First students must sell back all their cargo that was 
not traded for hides. Distribute FORM F. Using the FORM F 
display copy, guide crews as they complete the unsold cargo 
accounting.

3.	 Have crews take out FORM B and calculate the total wages for 
crew members.

4.	 Distribute FORM G, the final accounting sheet. Using the 
FORM G display copy, lead students through Section 1 and 
Section 2.

5.	 Collect Crew Folders including Accounting Forms and other 
materials. Distribute the POST-TEST and allow students to 
demonstrate their new knowledge. 

6. 	 While students are completing the POST-TEST, check the 
math on each crew’s FORM SHEET G. Determine the most 
profitable crew.

7. 	 After students complete the POST-TEST, announce the most 
profitable ship. Award TRADE MASTER CERTIFICATES to 
members of the most profitable ship and MISSION TRADER 
CERTIFICATES to all participants.

Teaching Tip

You may want to provide 
calculators to assist crews 
with their calculations.
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post-test answers

	 1.	Juan Cabrillo
	 2.	They collected and traded valuable otter 

pelts.
	 3.	Gaspár de Portolá
	 4.	Cape Horn
	 5.	Missions needed to be close to trade 

routes, close to Native American villages, 
and close to fresh water.

	 6.	Fr. Serra
	 7.	Hides, tallow, and meat
	 8.	Candles and soap
	 9. 	Tallow, hides and meat
	10.	San Diego de Alcalá
	11.	San Carlos Borromeo–Monterey
	12.	A band of Native American warriors 

attacked the Spaniards.
	13.	11
14.	21
15.	El Camino Real
16.	San Francisco
17.	La Purísima
18.	The Native Americans
19.	To pay a duty/taxes to the Spanish 

government
20.	They were extremely valuable
21.	16th mission
22.	They used music
23.	A disease suffered by sailors caused from 

a lack of vitamin C found in fresh fruits
24.	They changed from a hunter/gatherer 

lifestyle to a farmer/rancher lifestyle.
25.	Fr. Lasuén
26.	Secularization is the return of church 

lands to the people.
27.	To convert the Native Americans to 

Catholicism, to establish Spain in 
California, and to give trading ships 
stopping points for supplies

28.	They both believed in one God and a 
spiritual world.

29.	Smuggling–hiding some of their cargo on 
an island and only declaring part of it

30.	Helped people understand which crops 
can be produced along the coast, OR 
established architectural style still found 
in California OR pueblos became major 
cities

31.	Horses
32.	San Carlos Borromeo
33.	Bells
34.	Miguel Jose Serra
35.	Tallow
36.	Campanario
37.	Santa Barbara
38.	Nine
39.	Sea shells
40.	San Buenaventura
41.	Abraham Lincoln
42.	They found that rocks were dangerous 

when buildings collapsed during 
earthquakes.

43.	Purísima
44.	Santa Barbara
45.	San Luis Rey
46.	San Luis Rey
47.	Presidio
48.	Pueblo
49.	Adobe
50. Answers may vary
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 form f

Unsold Cargo				  

Ship’s Name________________________________________

Directions
Use this sheet to record any unsold cargo. Your trading company will buy it back from you. 
1.	 Refer to FORM D. For each item, write how many you have left in the Quantity Unsold Column.
2	 For each item, multiply the Value of the item by the Quantity Unsold. Write your answer in 

the Total column.
3.	 Add the numbers in the Total column. Write this sum in the space for Grand Total - Unsold 

Cargo. 

	 Items	 Value	 Multiply	 Quantity Unsold	T otal

	 Ax	 $ 30.00	 x

	 Cloth (one bolt)	 $ 75.00	 x

	 Flour (one barrel)	 $ 75.00	 x

	 Hammer	 $ 30.00	 x

	 Iron Pot	 $ 25.00	 x

	 Nails (one barrel)	 $175.00	 x

	 Plow	 $200.00	 x

	 Salt (one barrel)	 $ 75.00	 x

	 Saw	 $ 75.00	 x

	 Sugar (one barrel)	 $ 75.00	 x

				    Grand Total - Unsold Cargo
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Ship’s Name________________________________________

Directions
To determine your final profit, follow the directions on each line.

	 Section 1
	
	 1.	 Starting amount		  $20,000
	
	 2.	 Value of hides collected, from FORM E
	
	 3.	 Value of unsold cargo, from FORM F
	
	 4.	 Total of Section 1 (add 1, 2 and 3)
	
	 Section 2
	
	 5.	 Cost of the cargo, from FORM A
	
	 6.	 Wages for the crew, from FORM B
	
	 7.	 Duty paid in Monterey, from FORM C
	
	 8.	 Total of Section 2 (add lines 5, 6 and 7)
	
	 Section 3
	
	 9.	 Put Total of Section 1 (line 4) here
	
	 10.	Put Total of Section 2 (line 8) here
	
	 11.	Your Final Profit (subtract line 10 from line 9)

 form g

Final Profit
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 post-test

Name: ___________________________________ 	  Date:________________________

Directions  Answer each question with a short complete sentence.

	 1.	 In 1542, who discovered San Diego Bay?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 2.	 Why did Russia want to claim California?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 Who was sent to build forts for Spain?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 4.	 What cape did ships pass when traveling from the east coast of the United _States to 

California?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 5.	 What were the three qualities that padres looked for when choosing a mission _site? 

	 a.______________________________________________________________

	 b.______________________________________________________________

	 c.______________________________________________________________

	 6.	 Who was sent by Spain to build missions in California?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 7.	 What three major items were traded by the missions?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 8.	 Tallow was used to make what two items?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 9.	 Cattle were raised and used for what three purposes?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	10.	 Which was the first mission to be built?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	11.	 Which was the second mission to be built?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	12.	 What happened when the Spanish garrison was weakened by scurvy? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	13.	 La Purísima Mission was what number mission?

	 ___________________________________________________________________
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 post-test

	14.	 How many missions were built in Alta California?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	15.	 What is the name of the road that connects all the missions? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	16.	 Where was the last mission built?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	17.	 Which of the missions was the only one not to be built in the traditional _quadrangle?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	18.	 Who did most of the work building the missions?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	19.	 Why were trading ships required to first stop in Monterey? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	20.	 Why were hides nicknamed “California banknotes?”

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	21.	 Mission San Miguel’s corridor has 16 arches. Why? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	22.	 How did the padres first communicate with the Native Americans? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	23.	 What is scurvy?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	24.	 In what major way did the missions change the lifestyle of the California Native 

Americans? _ ________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	25.	 Who took over as Father Presidente of the California Missions when Fr. _Serra died? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________ 	

	26.	 What is secularization?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________
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 post-test

27.		 For what three reasons were missions established?

	a.__________________________________________________________________

	b.__________________________________________________________________

	c.__________________________________________________________________

	28.	 How were the Native Americans’ beliefs similar to those of the mission padres? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	29.	 What did some trading ships do to avoid paying the high taxes? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	30.	 What is one way that the missions benefited today’s California? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	31.	 What animals did the Spaniards bring to California?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	32.	 Father Serra is buried in front of the altar of which mission? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	33.	 What was used at the missions to call the padres and Native Americans to church 

and work? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	34.	 What was Father Serra’s name before he became a priest?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	35.	 What is the hard, coarse fat rendered from cattle to make soap and candles?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	36.	 What is the Spanish name for a bell tower wall in which several large bells are hung?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	37.	 Which was the first mission founded by Father Lasuén? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	38.	 How many missions did Father Serra found?

	 ___________________________________________________________________
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 post-test

39.		 What was ground up to make the plaster coating used to paint the adobe walls?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	40.	 Which mission was the last mission to be founded by Father Serra? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	41.	 Which American president returned the missions to the church? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	42.	 Why did the padres stop using rocks to build the missions?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	43.	 Which mission was restored by the California Civilian Conservation Corps? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	44.	 Which mission is known as the “Queen of the Missions?”

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	45.	 Which Mission is located in the Valley of the Bears?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	46.	 What is the name of the 18th mission, known as the “King of the Missions?” 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	47.	 What is a Spanish fort called?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	48.	 What is the word for a settlement built around a church?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	49.	 What is the name for a brick made of clay and straw and then dried in the sun? 

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	50.	 Why is it important to study the California Missions?

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________
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Extension Activity

Procedure
1.	 Have students open their Student Guides to page 32,  
	 Background Sheet 9. Read Background Sheet 9 with  
	 the class. 

2. Have students complete Outline 9. Outline answers: 
	 I.	 Benefits of the California Missions
		  A.	The Spanish presence prevented Russian colonization of  

			   the American West.
		  C.	The missions spread civilization and the civilized arts to  

			   Native Americans.
				    2.	The missions taught farming, weaving, blacksmithing,  

					     cattle raising, and masonry.
	 II.	Harms of the California Missions
		  A.	Life in the missions was unhealthy for Native Americans.
				    1.	Native people suffered from high death rates.
				    2.	There were multiple causes for the high death rate.
						      a.	 The leading cause was European diseases  

							       (smallpox, measles and diptheria). 
						      c.	 Health care was poor in the missions.
		  B.	The missions destroyed Native American culture. 
		  C.	The missions destroyed Native Americans spiritually. 
				    2.	Neophytes were punished by whippings and  

					     confinement in irons or the stocks. 
				    3.	Unmarried women and girls above the age of nine  

					     were locked in a windowless building. 

3. Open a class discussion of the benefits and harms of the Spanish 
missions in California. 

4. After the discussion, read the opinion essay directions with the 
class (Student Guide page 33) and make sure everyone 
understands them. Students will write their essays in class or as 
a homework assignment. 

5. Collect and assess the essays, and assign extra credit as merited. 

DAILY DIRECTIONS
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California Missions Pro and Con

The Benefits of California’s Missions
	 The Spanish crown hoped that founding missions would prevent Russian colonization of the 
American West. Spanish missionaries wanted to spread the virtues of Christianity to as many 
native people as possible. They also wanted to spread civilization. Malcolm Margolin wrote in 
The Ohlone Way that the missionaries were: 

	 utopian visionaries who had come to the New World to set up the perfect Christian 
community…. Under the original plans, the Indians would be drawn into the 
missions for a limited time only, ten years to be exact, during which they would… 
learn to pray properly, eat with spoons, wear clothes, and they would master farming, 
weaving, blacksmithing, cattle raising, masonry, and other civilized arts….

	 After ten years of apprenticeship… the Indians would be given land to own…. They 
would set up little farms around the missions, flocking to the ringing of the mission 
bells each Sunday. Their farms would prosper, and… soon the entire country would 
be filled with pleasant little farms and a sober, virtuous people. 

	 The colonists who settled in pueblos and ranchos around the missions wanted to become 
prosperous, and with the help of California’s welcoming climate, rich soil and cheap Native 
American labor, they succeeded. 

The Harms of California’s Missions
	 Life in California’s missions proved to be unhealthy for Native Americans. In the 65 years 
of mission operation, 81,000 native Californians were baptized and 60,000 deaths were 

recorded. The leading 
cause for the high 
death rate was 
European diseases 
(smallpox, measles 
and diptheria) against 
which the native 
people had no natural 
immunity. The 
mission diet—high in 
carbohydrates but low 
in vegetables and 
animal protein—
killed through 
malnourishment. The 
harsh mission lifestyle 
and poor sanitation 

were contributing factors. Health care was poor because the padres outlawed Native American 
medicine and embraced sickness and death as expressions of God’s will. 
	 Mission life also destroyed Native American culture, completely transforming native 
religion, social organization, work habits, dress, and eating habits. Malcolm Margolin wrote, 
“The women were set to work spinning and weaving cloth—although they had no use for 

BACKGROUND SHEET 9
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clothing during the summer and during 
the winter their own rabbit-skin and 
otter-skin cloaks provided far more 
warmth than their mission cloth. The 
men were made to till the soil, even 
though plentiful game, fish, nuts and 
seeds were all around them, free for the 
taking.” 
	 Finally, it can be argued that the 
missions destroyed Native Americans 
spiritually. Native people were drawn 
to the missions by curiosity about 
wonderful Spanish metal and cloth, 
skill at growing food and raising 
buildings, and what seemed like 
magical power over animals such as the 
horse. Then they were baptized in 
ceremonies that, because of the 
language barrier, they didn’t 
understand. Once baptized, they 
weren’t allowed to leave. Native 
Californian Marino (Chief Marin) said, 
“In hills we are free like stags and deer; at mission we are captives just like saddle and buggy 
horses.” A French visitor wrote that “Everything reminded us of a… West Indian slave 
colony…. We saw men and women loaded with irons, others in the stocks; and at length the 
noise of the strokes of a whip struck our ears.” When they weren’t working or praying, all 
unmarried women and girls above the age of nine were locked in a windowless building. 

Explorer Otto von 
Kotzebue observed of 
native Californians that  
“a deep melancholy 
always clouds their faces, 
and their eyes are always 
fixed upon the ground,” 
and Captain George 
Vancouver described how 
“all operations and 
functions both of body and 
mind appeared to be 
carried on with a 
mechanical, lifeless, 
careless indifference.” 

BACKGROUND SHEET 9
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Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 9. 
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas, supporting ideas, and supporting details in the outline below.
3.	 Based on your outline, write a four-paragraph opinion essay describing pros and cons of the  
	 California missions. The introductory paragraph should explain the purpose of your essay.  
	 The second paragraph should state the benefits of the California missions, and the third  
	 paragraph should state the harms of the missions. In the fourth paragraph, tell whether you  
	 think California’s missions did more good than harm, or more harm than good, and explain  
	 the reasons for your opinion.  

California Missions Pro and Con
	 I.	Benefits of the California Missions
		  A.	____________________________________________________________________
		  B.	Spain’s missionaries spread Christianity to Native Americans.
		  C.	The missions spread civilization and the civilized arts to Native Americans.
				    1.	The missions taught European religious practices, diet, manners and  
						      clothing styles.
				    2.	___________________________________________________________________
		  D.	The Spanish colonies created prosperous towns and agriculture.
	 II.	Harms of the California Missions
		  A.	Life in the missions was unhealthy for Native Americans.
				    1.	____________________________________________________________________
						      a.	81,000 Indians were baptized and 60,000 deaths were recorded. 
				    2.	There were multiple causes for the high death rate.
						      a.	__________________________________________________________________ 
								        i.	 The mission diet killed through malnourishment.
								        ii.	The mission diet was high in carbs, low in vegetable and animal protein.
						      b.	Neophytes suffered from the missions’ harsh lifestyle and poor sanitation.
						      c.	___________________________________________________________
								        i.	 The padres outlawed Native American medicine.
								        ii.	The padres embraced sickness and death as expressions of God’s will.
		  B.	____________________________________________________________________ 
				    1.	The missions transformed religion, social organization, work habits, dress,  
						      and eating habits. 
		  C.	The missions destroyed Native Americans spiritually. 
				    1.	Neophytes weren’t allowed to leave. 
				    2.	____________________________________________________________________
				    3.	____________________________________________________________________ 
				    4.	Witnesses described melancholy, downcast eyes and “mechanical, lifeless,  
					     careless indifference.”

OUTLINE 9 
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teacher feedback form

At Interact, we constantly strive to make our units the best they can be. We always appreciate  
feedback from you—our customer—to facilitate this process. With your input, we can continue 
to provide high-quality, interactive, and meaningful instructional materials to enhance your 
curriculum and engage your students. Please take a few moments to complete this feedback 
form and drop it in the mail. Address it to:

Interact  •  Attn: Editorial  
10200 Jefferson Blvd.  •  P.O. Box 802 

Culver City, CA 90232-0802

or fax it to us at (800) 944-5432

or e-mail it to us at access@teachinteract.com

We enjoy receiving photos or videos of our units in action! 
Please use the release form on the following page.

Your Name: ____________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:________________________________________________________________________

Interact Unit: _ _________________________________________________________________

Comments: ____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________



Copyright ©1999 Interact 1-800-421-4246	 Teacher Guide — california missions  91

Release Form for Photographic Images

To Teachers:
To help illustrate to others the experiential activities involved and to promote the use of simula-
tions, we like to get photographs and videos of classes participating in the simulation. Please 
send photos of students actively engaged so we can publish them in our promotional material. 
Be aware that we can only use images of students for whom a release form has been submit-
ted.

To Parents:
I give permission for photographs or videos of my child to appear in catalogs of educational 
materials published by Interact.

Name of Student: ______________________________________________ (print)

Age of Student: _ ______________________________________________ (print)

Parent or Guardian: ____________________________________________ (print)

Signature: ________________________________________ Date: _ __________________

Address:

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _ _____________________________________________________

Interact 
10200 Jefferson Blvd. 
Culver City, CA 90232-0802 
310-839-2436









california 
missions
A simulation of trading with missions in early California

You are about to become a member of a trading ship in the late 1700s. Your 
goal is to sail from Boston to California to trade your cargo for valuable 
cattle hides at the California missions. Your journey has three phases.

In Phase 1, you become a crew member of a trading ship. Together, your 
crew decides which items to buy for trading with the California missions. 
To learn about your ship’s destination, you begin reading Background 
Sheets and completing outlines. 

In Phase 2, your crew sails your ship from Boston to California. Your route 
is long and difficult–around Cape Horn, the southern tip of South America. 
To sail to California, members of your crew complete short reports on the 
California missions. When you land on Decision Points, your crew will 
solve problems faced by sailors on trading ships.

When your ship reaches California, you first declare your cargo and pay 
import taxes. Your ship may then sail to any mission to trade your cargo 
for hides. But before you trade, your crew must draw a Question Card and 
successfully answer a question about the California missions. When you 
reach a mission, your crew draws a Trading Card, trades some goods for 
hides, and records the trade on Accounting Forms. On the last day of your 
voyage, your crew reports the quantity of cargo traded and hides collected. 
The crew that finishes with the most profit is the winning crew.

Prepare to board your ship and set sail for the CALIFORNIA MISSIONS!

Phase 1: Preparing to Sail

Phase 2: Sailing to California

Phase 3: Trading with the Missions

INTRODUCTioN

Student’s Name: ________________________________________
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background sheet 1

Exploring California
Early California 
	 For thousands of years, Native Americans were the only people living in California. But in 
time, people from other countries began to explore the world, and they visited California. The 
Chinese may have sailed to California more than 1,000 years ago. During the 1500s, Spanish 
explorers landed in Baja California (now part of Mexico) and Alta California (now part of the 
United States). Baja is the Spanish word for Lower and Alta is the Spanish word for Upper.
Early Explorers
	 In 1529, a Spanish explorer named Hernando Cortez landed in Baja California. He named 
this land New Spain. Cortez visited the great empire of the Aztecs. From the Aztecs, Cortez 
heard stories about the Seven Cities of Gold. The stories told of cities far to the north with 
streets paved in gold. Cortez sent his soldiers to look for them.
	 In 1542, Portuguese explorer Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo sailed north along the coast of Alta 
California. He was looking for gold, too. On September 28, Cabrillo anchored two ships off the 
coast of what is now San Diego. When Cabrillo landed at San Diego, he put up a wooden cross 
and claimed the land for Spain. Cabrillo sailed north along the entire coast of California before 
returning to New Spain.
Spain Decides to Settle California 
	 The Spanish government realized that Spain needed a settlement somewhere in California. 
Spanish ships made long trading voyages to New Spain and the Philippines. During these trips 
the sailors often became sick with scurvy. Sailors got scurvy because they did not eat enough 
foods containing vitamin C (like oranges, lemons and limes). Their arms and legs swelled and 
got stiff. Many sailors died from this disease on long voyages. Trading ships needed somewhere 
to stop for fresh fruit and supplies. These fresh foods would keep the sailors healthy.
	 In 1602, Sebastian Vizcaíno led an expedition to Alta California. He explored San Diego, 
Monterey, Santa Barbara and many 
other places. When Vizcaíno sailed into 
Monterey Bay, he thought it would be a 
good place for a settlement. Still, many 
years passed before any Spanish settlers 
went to live in Alta California.
	 Finally, settling California became 
important to Spain. Explorers from Russia, 
England and other countries were coming 
to California. The king of Spain became 
concerned that other countries would settle 
California before Spain. In 1769, Gaspár de 
Portolá, a military commander, and Father 
Junípero Serra, a Franciscan missionary 
priest, were sent to start the first Spanish 
settlement in California.

Alta C
alifornia

New Spain

Mexico
City

Baja California

San Diego

Santa Barbara

Monterey
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outline 1

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 1.
2.	 Examine the outline below. Notice that main ideas are listed next to the 		
	 Roman Numerals (I, II, III). Supporting ideas are listed next to capital 		
	 letters (A, B, C). Supporting details are listed next to numbers (1, 2, 3).
3.	 Use Background Sheet 1 to fill in the missing supporting ideas.

Exploring California

	 I.	 Early California
		  A.	For thousands of years, the Native Americans were the only people 	
			   living in California. 
		  B.	People from other countries came to California.
			   1.	 The Chinese may have visited California 1,000 years ago.
			   2.	 The Spanish visited Baja and Alta California in the 1500s.

	 II.	 Early Explorers

		  A.	________________________________________________
			   1.	 He named this land New Spain.
			   2.	 He visited the Aztec kingdom.
			   3.	 Cortez and his soldiers looked for the Seven Cities of Gold.

		  B.	________________________________________________
			   1.	 He looked for gold.
			   2.	 He claimed San Diego for Spain.

	 III.	 Spain Decides to Settle California

		  A.	________________________________________________
1.	 Spanish ships made long voyages.
2.	 Sailors became sick with scurvy because they didn’t eat enough 

foods with vitamin C.
3.	 They needed a place to stop for fresh fruit and supplies.

		  B.	________________________________________________
1.	 He explored San Diego, Monterey and Santa Barbara.
2.	 He thought Monterey was a good place for a settlement.
3.	 Many years passed before Spanish settlers went to live in 

Alta California.
		  C.	Settling California became important to Spain.

1.	 Explorers from other countries were coming to California.
2.	 The king became concerned.
3.	 He sent Fr. Junípero Serra and Gaspár de Portolá to start the first 

Spanish settlement in California.
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background sheet 2 

Father Serra
Father Serra’s Youth
	 Miguel Jose Serra was born on November 24, 1713, in Mallorca, Spain. At 16 he began 
studying to become a Franciscan priest. At the age of 24, he was ordained. When Miguel took 
his oath as a priest, he also took a new name, Junípero, after a faithful follower of St. Francis 
of Assisi. In the late 1750s and early 1760s, Father Serra worked as a missionary in Mexico, 
teaching the Native Americans about Christianity.
Spain Sends Fr. Serra to Alta California
	 During this time, Spain had been supporting missions established by the Jesuit priests in 
Baja California. But the king of Spain grew unhappy with the Jesuits. He thought they were 
hiding pearls and jewels from the king’s treasury. The king had the Jesuit priests expelled 
from Baja California in 1767. He sent Fr. Serra and Gaspár de Portolá to establish a chain of 
missions in Alta California.
The Purpose of the Missions
	 Why did Spain want to establish missions? The missions would serve three main purposes: 
to establish Spain in Alta California, to allow Spain to Christianize the Native Americans, and 
to provide rest and supply stops for Spanish trading ships. 
	 First, Spain felt threatened because Russians were beginning to settle in California. Many 
Russians came to California to collect and trade valuable otter pelts (skins). By establishing 
missions, Spain hoped to eventually claim California as a Spanish territory. 	
	 Second, Spain felt that it was important for Native Americans to become Christian and to 
learn about the Catholic religion. By establishing missions, Spain could Christianize the Native 
Americans.
	 Third, Spanish trading ships would be able to get fresh food supplies for their journeys. By 
establishing missions, Spain could prevent scurvy for the sailors.
The Beginning of the Mission Chain
	 In 1769, Gaspár de Portolá and Fr. Serra left for Alta California to build the missions. Fr. 
Serra’s job was to build the missions and Christianize the Native Americans; Portolá’s job was 
to protect the missions and build presidios, the Spanish name for military forts. They traveled 
by land. Three supply ships were sent to meet them in San Diego. They founded the first 
mission, San Diego de Alcalá, in 1769.
The End of Fr. Serra’s Life
	 Father Serra spent the rest of his life building missions in California. He built nine of the 21 
missions before his death on August 28, 1784. He is buried in front of the altar of his favorite 
mission in Carmel. Almost two hundred years after his death, the Catholic Church beatified 
Father Serra in preparation for recognizing him as a saint. They also designated the Carmel 
Mission as a Minor Basilica, a special, holy place. 
Completing the Mission Chain	
	 After the death of Fr. Serra, Fr. Fermín de Lasuén was appointed Father Presidente of the 
California missions. He built nine more missions. The final three missions in California were 
built by Fr. Estéban Tápis, Fr. Vincente de Sarría and Fr. José Altamira.
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outline 2

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 2.
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas and supporting ideas in the outline below.

Father Serra 
	 I.	 Father Serra’s Youth
		  A.	He was born in 1713 in Mallorca, Spain.
		  B.	At the age of 24, he was ordained as a Franciscan priest.
		  C.	___________________________________________________
		  D.	Fr. Serra worked as a missionary in Mexico.

	 II.	 _______________________________________________________
		  A.	___________________________________________________
		  B.	The King had them expelled in 1767.
		  C.	The King sent Gaspár Portolá and Fr. Serra to establish the missions.

	 III.	 The Purpose of the Missions
		  A.	Spain wanted to establish itself in Alta California.
		  B.	___________________________________________________
		  C.	___________________________________________________

	 IV.	 _______________________________________________________
		  A.	In 1769, Fr. Serra and Gaspár de Portolá began to build the missions.
		  B.	___________________________________________________
		  C.	___________________________________________________
		  D.	They traveled by land.
		  E.	 Three ships were sent with supplies to San Diego.
		  F.	 They founded the first mission, San Diego de Alcalá, in 1769.

	 V.	 The End of Fr. Serra’s Life
		  A.	Fr. Serra spent the rest of his life building missions in California.
		  B.	___________________________________________________
		  C.	He is buried at his favorite mission in Carmel.
		  D.	___________________________________________________
		  E.	 The Carmel Mission was designated a minor basilica.

	 VI.	 _______________________________________________________
		  A.	___________________________________________________
		  B.	Fr. Lasuén built nine more missions.
		  C.	The last three were built by Fr. Tápis, Fr. Sarría and Fr. Altamira.
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preparing to sail

Number and Name	 With your crew, decide what to name your trading ship. Then write your 
ship’s number, name and color on the lines below.

______	 ________________________________	 ________________________
Ship’s #	 Ship’s Name					     Ship’s Color
Crew	 Write the names of your crew members on the lines below.

________________________________	 ________________________________

________________________________	 ________________________________

Each ship has four officers. Each day you switch roles. Whoever is the Captain becomes the 
First Mate the following day, the First Mate becomes the Boatswain, and so on.

Title Duty

Captain Moves ship on map

First Mate Writes entry in Ship’s Log

Boatswain Organizes and hands in Crew’s Folder

Purser Uses Accounting Forms to document trading

Each of your crew members should complete one of the following activities. 
a.	 Assemble Crew Folder	
	 •	 Use your group’s assigned color to color a ship.
	 •	 Glue the ship to a file folder. 
	 •	 Write your ship’s name, number and crew members’ names on your folder.

b.	 Assemble the Ship’s Log	
	 •	 Fold the 17" x 11" construction paper in half. This will be the cover of your log. 	
	 •	 Staple lined paper inside. 
	 •	 Use your group’s assigned color to color a ship. 
	 •	 Glue the ship to your cover. 
	 •	 Write your ship’s name and number on the cover. 

c.	 Prepare a Game Piece
	 •	 Use your group’s assigned color to color a Game Piece.
	 •	 This Game Piece will show where your ship is located on the map.

d.	 Create a Name Card for your ship
	 •	 Fold an 8.5" x 11" card in half.
	 •	 Write your ship’s name and number on the card.
	 •	 Each day, place this card in your crew’s work area. It will identify your ship and crew.

Part 1: Ship Information

Part 2: Crew Roles

Part 3: Activities
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background sheet 3

Economics of the Missions

Surviving in the Wilderness
	 The missions were built in the wilderness so, to survive, the missions had to be able to 
support themselves. This meant that any food, clothing, tools, building materials or furniture 
had to be made at the mission site. Every mission had some type of agriculture, growing 
whatever vegetables, grains and fruits they needed. The missions each had large herds of sheep 
and cattle. The sheep provided meat and wool to make clothing and blankets. The cattle played 
the most important role in the prosperity of the missions.
Importance of Livestock 
	 The mission cattle provided three important products: meat, hides (animal skins) and 
tallow (animal fat). The meat fed the people who lived at the missions. The hides could be 
manufactured into many different leather goods, especially shoes. The tallow was used to make 
candles and soap. Hides and tallow were also good items to trade for supplies that the missions 
couldn’t make themselves.
Trade–The Key to Mission Success 
	 Many countries were interested in the hides and tallow available at the missions. The hides 
were so valuable that people called them “California banknotes” (banknotes were paper money 
issued by banks). The many ships that came to California for hides were loaded with items for 
trading. They brought anything that people living in the wilderness might need: tools, flour, 
salt, fabric, dishes, pots, furniture and sewing materials. Trading hides for these items supplied 
missions with items that they couldn’t make themselves.
Spain Profits
	 The success of the missions was good for Spain too. They received hides from the missions. 
They also earned money from the many trading ships that came to California. The Spanish 
government required all trading ships to stop at the Custom House in Monterey to pay a duty 
(tax). Before they could sail to missions or ports in California, ships had to unload their cargo, 
declare each item and pay the required duty. Unfortunately for the trading ships, these duties 
were very high. Some items carried duties as high as 100 percent of their original value! Most 
items carried a 25 to 50 percent duty.
Smuggling
	 Many captains smuggled goods to avoid paying the high import duty. They first stopped 
at one of the Channel Islands, off the coast of California. There the crew unloaded some of 
the ship’s cargo and left a crew member to guard it. The ship continued to Monterey where 
the captain claimed what was left of his cargo and paid a smaller duty. After paying duty and 
getting permission to stop at California ports, the captain returned to pick up the hidden cargo—
if it had not been taken by pirates!
The United States Trades with the Missions
	 By the late 1700s, the hides trade was thriving. The United States of America was especially 
interested in trading for these hides. This new country was made up of 13 states on the eastern 
coast of North America. Merchants in the U.S. had a growing need for raw materials, like 
leather, to manufacture goods that they could sell. Therefore many shipping companies were 
anxious to go to California to trade for hides. But how could they get to California?
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background sheet/outline 3

Getting to California
	 The trip to California was not an easy one. 
There were no roads or railroads, so traders traveled 
by ship. From the eastern United States, ships sailed 
along the east coast of North and South America, 
around Cape Horn at the tip of South America, then 
back up the west coast of South and North America 
to reach California. The most dangerous part of 
the trip was the passage around Cape Horn, where 
sailors faced icebergs, heavy fog, strong changeable 
winds, hail, snow and violent seas.
Arriving in California
	 When they reached California, trading ships 
stopped first at the Monterey Custom House to 
pay their duty. Then ships sailed up and down the 
coast to trade their cargo for hides at the missions. 
When they anchored, traders often needed to carry 
their goods by horseback for several hours or a few 
days before reaching a mission. After trading, ships 
returned to the eastern United States to exchange 
the hides for money. The entire trip and trading could take two to three years!

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 3.
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas, supporting ideas and supporting details in the 	
	 outline below.

Economics of the Missions

	 I.	 __________________________________________________________
		  A.	Missions had to be able to support themselves.
		  B.	They had to make anything they needed. 
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
		  D.	Missions had herds of cattle and sheep.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2. 	Cattle played the most important role.

	 II.	 Importance of Livestock 
		  A.	Mission cattle provided three important products.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 ___________________________________________________
			   3.	 ___________________________________________________
		  B.	Hides and tallow were good items to trade for supplies.
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outline 3

	 III.	 __________________________________________________________
		  A.	_______________________________________________________
		  B.	The hides were called “California banknotes.”
		  C.	Ships that came for hides carried many items for trading.
		  D.	_______________________________________________________

	 IV.	 Spain Profits
		  A.	Spain received hides from the missions. 
		  B.	They earned money from the trading ships. 
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 Ships declared cargo and paid duty before trading.
			   3.	 ___________________________________________________
	 V.	 __________________________________________________________
		  A.	Captains smuggled goods to avoid the high import duty.
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
		  C.	They unloaded some of the ship’s cargo and crew to guard it.
		  D.	_______________________________________________________
		  E.	 The captain returned to pick up the hidden cargo.

	 VI.	 The United States Trades with the Missions
A.	By the late 1700s, the hides trade was thriving. 
B.	The U.S.A. was interested in trading for these hides. 
C.	_______________________________________________________
D.	The U.S.A. needed raw materials like leather. 
E.	 Shipping companies were anxious to go to California to trade for hides.

	
	VII.	 __________________________________________________________
		  A.	_______________________________________________________ 
		  B.	Ships sailed from the eastern US around Cape Horn, then up the west 	
			   coast of South and North America. 
		  C.	_______________________________________________________

	VIII.	 Arriving in California
		  A.	_______________________________________________________ 
		  B.	Then ships sailed up and down the coast to trade their cargo for 		
			   hides at the missions. 
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
		  D.	Ships returned to the eastern U.S. to exchange the hides for money. 
		  E.	 _______________________________________________________
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background sheet 4

The Second Mission

Portolá Explores California
	 After settling in San Diego, Fr. Serra sent Gaspár de Portolá to look for the Monterey 
Bay. But although Portolá marched as far north as San Francisco, he was not able to identify 
Monterey Bay. He was running short on supplies, and his men were anxious and confused. 
He decided to turn back to San Diego. Before leaving, he erected a cross on a hill overlooking 
the bay. At the base of the cross he buried a bottle with a message for the next supply ship 
explaining that he could not stay. He returned and told Fr. Serra he was unable to find the bay.
First Attack on the First Mission 
	 Before Portolá returned to San Diego, Fr. Serra was having no success in converting the 
Native Americans, and the Spanish sailors with him continued to die of scurvy. In August of 
1769, emboldened by the diminishing strength of the Spanish garrison, a band of about 20 
Native American warriors attacked the Spaniards when only four soldiers were on guard. One 
Spaniard and three Native Americans were killed, and more were wounded on each side. After 
the battle, the Spanish soldiers built a stockade of poles around the mission building and refused 
entry to Native Americans. 
The Second Mission Is Founded
	 Portolá and Serra returned to Monterey Bay, and Fr. Serra established the Carmel Mission. 
On June 3, 1770, they erected another cross to mark the site for Alta California’s second 
mission. They named the mission San Carlos Borromeo de Carmelo after Saint Charles. 

Mission San Carlos Borromeo de Carmelo
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outline 4

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 4.
2.	 Fill in the missing supporting ideas in the outline below.

The Second Mission

	 I.	 Portolá Explores California
		  A.	Portolá looked for Monterey Bay.
		  B.	Portolá sailed into Monterey Bay but was not able to identify it.
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
		  D.	He erected a cross.
		  E.	 _______________________________________________________
		  F.	 Portolá told Fr. Serra he was unable to find Monterey.

	 II.	 First Attack on the First Mission
		  A.	_______________________________________________________
		  B.	Strength of the garrison diminished as Spanish sailors continued  
			   to die of scurvy.
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
		  D.	Spanish built a stockade around the mission and refused entry  
			   to Native Americans.

	 III.	 The Second Mission Is Founded
		  A.	_______________________________________________________
		  B.	They founded it on June 3, 1770, by erecting a cross.
		  C.	They named the mission San Carlos Borromeo del Carmelo. 
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background sheet 5

Early Missions and Building Techniques

Spain’s Plan to Colonize California
	 Spain’s plan was to set up missions all along the coast, then move inland, and gradually 
convert the entire Native American population to Christianity. The missions were part of Spain’s 
three-part plan to colonize California. The plan involved building missions with presidios and 
pueblos around the missions. The missions would be the religious centers. Presidios would 
house soldiers to protect the missions. Pueblos, or towns, would allow people to live  
around the missions. The missions would be connected by a road known as El Camino Real 
(The King’s Highway).
Requirements for Choosing a Mission Site
	 The padres had three requirements for each mission site they chose. Missions needed to be 
close to trade routes, Native American villages and fresh water. However, even after careful 
consideration, many missions had to be moved from their original sites or rebuilt due to 
flooding, earthquakes and/or poor soil conditions.
Early Mission Buildings
	 Early mission structures were very primitive. The church was built by putting logs straight 
into the ground, tying them together with hide strips and then covering the structure with mud. 
At first, the padres and Native Americans used rocks to build the missions. But they found that 
rocks were dangerous when buildings collapsed during earthquakes. Later, adobe (clay) bricks 
were used for mission buildings.
Mission Layout
	 Missions had similar layouts. Each mission included a church sanctuary, living quarters 
for the padres, and several workshops. The buildings were built around a central patio area in 
the shape of a quadrangle. This design provided a central meeting place and security for those 
inside. Only one mission, La Purísima, did not follow the quadrangle plan.

Guest Rooms Padres' Rooms Church

Cemetery

Women’s Rooms

Workshops

Native American Village

Tannery Pottery Weaving
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outline 5

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 5.
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas, supporting ideas and supporting details in 		
	 the outline below.

Building the Early Missions

	 I.	 Spain’s Plan to Colonize California
		  A.	Spain’s plan was to build missions along the coast, then move inland 	
			   and convert the entire Native American population.
		  B.	They planned to build three types of settlements.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 ___________________________________________________
			   3.	 ___________________________________________________
		  C.	The missions would be connected by a road, El Camino Real.

	 II.	 Requirements for Choosing a Mission Site
		  A.	Padres looked for three characteristics.
			   1.	 __________________________________________________
			   2.	 ___________________________________________________
			   3.	 ___________________________________________________
		  B.	Many missions had to be moved or rebuilt.

	 III.	 Early Mission Buildings
		  A.	Early mission structures were primitive. 
		  B.	The church was built with logs, hide and mud.
		  C.	Rocks were used, but they were dangerous.
		  D.	___________________________________________________

	 VI.	 Mission Layout
		  A.	Layouts were similar.
		  B.	Each mission included a church building, living quarters for the 		
			   padres, and workshops.
		  C.	____________________________________________________
		  D.	The quadrangle design provided a central meeting place.
		  E.	 ____________________________________________________
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voyage guidelines

Each day, you will be given time to do research, take notes on your Mission Charts and write 
your Mission Reports. As you complete a report, bring it to the teacher, and your captain will 
move your ship marker forward one space on the Voyage Map. 
NOTE: More than one ship may be on the same space at the same time. 

Decision points are numbered on the map. When your ship lands on a Decision Point, the 
teacher will give your captain a Decision Card. Crew members read the situation and complete 
a Decision Point page in your Student Guides.

Each time your ship moves, your Purser makes a tally mark on FORM B–Days Sailed.
FORM B will determine how much each crew member gets for wages at the end of the voyage.

Each day your First Mate will make an entry in the Ship’s Log.
Your entry should include 
	 •	 a date (from the late 1700s or early 1800s)
	 •	 a description of what occurred on board your ship
	 •	 your reaction to the day’s events 
	 •	 your name

Sample:

April 21, 1785
Today our ship, the Tallow Trader, loaded up with 

cargo for our trip to California. We bought plows, 
axes, nails, flour, sugar and cloth. We are hoping to 
trade these items for hides at the California Missions.

Soon we will begin our voyage. I have been sailing 
for many years, but I am still anxious about our trip. I 
hope that no one dies of scurvy and that we make it 
safely around Cape Horn.

Benton Miller
First Mate, The Tallow Trader

1. Reports

2. Decision Points

3. Days Sailed

4. Ship’s Log
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decision point sample

1.	 When you land on a Decision Point, your teacher will give you a Decision Card.
2.	 In your Student Guide, write a summary of the problem.
3.	 With your crew, decide on two possible solutions and write them in your Student Guide.
4.	 Have a crew discussion, then write down your crew’s decision and the reason why 		
	 that decision is the best.
5.	 Your crew must complete the decision before you continue your journey.

You are on the crew of a trading ship. Another crew member has taken something of yours and 
refuses to return it. You do not want to report it to the captain because the captain will beat 
him and throw him in the brig. This means that the rest of the crew will have to work harder to 
cover for the imprisoned sailor. What will you do and why will you choose that solution?

A.	 Summary of problem:
	
	 ___________________________________________________________________
	
	 ___________________________________________________________________

B.	 Two solutions:

	 1._________________________________________________________________

	
	 2._________________________________________________________________

C.	 Decision:
	
	 ___________________________________________________________________
	
	 ___________________________________________________________________

D.	 Reason:
	
	 ___________________________________________________________________
	
	 ___________________________________________________________________

Directions

Example
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decision points 1 & 2

A.	 Summary of problem:

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

B.	 Two solutions:

	 1._________________________________________________________________

	 2._________________________________________________________________

C.	 Decision:

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

D.	 Reason:

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

A.	 Summary of problem:

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

B.	 Two solutions:

	 1._________________________________________________________________

	 2._________________________________________________________________

C.	 Decision:

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

D.	 Reason:

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

Decision Point 1

Decision Point 2
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decision points 3 & 4

A.	 Summary of problem:

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

B.	 Two solutions:

	 1._________________________________________________________________

	 2._________________________________________________________________

C.	 Decision:

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

D.	 Reason:

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

A.	 Summary of problem:

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

B.	 Two solutions:

	 1._________________________________________________________________

	 2._________________________________________________________________

C.	 Decision:

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

D.	 Reason:

	 ___________________________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________________________

Decision Point 3

Decision Point 4
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background sheet 6

Mission Architecture

European Influences
	 To build the missions, the padres borrowed ideas from European architecture. The Moorish 
style was one that they borrowed. The Moors were Moslems from north Africa who came to 
Spain. The tall bell towers and the glazed tiles of the missions show the Moorish influence. A 
second style borrowed from Europe was the Vitruvian style. Vitruvius was a famous Roman 
architect. Some features of the missions reflect his style: tile roofs, floor tiles and aqueducts to 
carry water.
Adobe
	 Missions built by Fr. Lasuén were made of adobe. He realized that wood was not easily 
available along the California coast, and stones were not safe because they were unstable and 
could fall during an earthquake. 
	 Native Americans made the hundreds of bricks required to build a mission. To make adobe, 
the Native Americans mixed mud and straw and put the mixture into a rectangular mold. They 
allowed the bricks to dry in the sun. After drying on one side the bricks were turned over to dry 
on the other side.
	 Because adobe bricks were not baked, they dissolved in the rain. To protect the bricks, a 
thick plaster whitewash was painted over all the walls. This whitewash was made from crushed 
seashells. Since the whitewash needed to be constantly replaced, Native Americans were always 
busy putting a fresh coat of whitewash on the mission walls. Steeply sloped roofs that extended 
well beyond the walls also protected the adobe from rain.
Roof Tiles
	 Clay tiles covered the mission roofs. These tiles were shaped on a special 
mold, then baked. The temperature in the ovens was difficult to regulate, so 
baking the tiles was difficult. If the oven was not hot enough, the clay would 
not properly harden and would dissolve in the rain. If the oven was too hot, 
the tiles would crack and were useless.
Campanarios
	 Missions were built with campanarios—bell towers with arched 
cutouts to hold the mission bells. The mission bells called the padres 
and Native Americans to work and to church. The more bells a 
mission owned and displayed, the more status it held. 
Unique Architecture
	 Although each mission was built using the 
same general layout, no two missions are 
identical. Each priest built his mission 
to reflect his own tastes in architectural 
style. Special features were added purely 
for decorative reasons. For instance, 
Mission San Miguel has 16 arches 
because it is the 16th mission.

Mission San Buenaventura
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outline 6

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 6.
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas, supporting ideas and supporting details in 		
	 the outline below.

Mission Architecture
	 I.	 European Influences
		  A.	Padres borrowed ideas from European architecture.
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
			   1.	 The Moors came to Spain from North Africa.
			   2.	 Tall bell towers and glazed tiles show their influence.
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
			   1.	 Vitruvius was an architect from Rome.
			   2.	 Tile roofs, floor tiles and aqueducts reflect his style. 

	 II.	 Adobe Bricks
		  A.	_______________________________________________________
			   1.	 Wood was not a readily available.
			   2.	 Stones were unstable and dangerous during earthquakes.
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 They put it into a mold.
			   3.	 They dried adobe bricks on both sides in the sun.
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
			   1.	 Native Americans painted whitewash on adobe walls.
			   2.	 Roofs were steep and extended beyond the walls.

	 III.	 _________________________________________________________
		  A.	Roof tiles were made from clay.
		  B.	Tiles were made from a special mold, then baked.
		  C.	Baking tiles was difficult.

	 IV.	 __________________________________________________________
		  A.	Missions have campanarios—bell towers with cutouts to hold bells.
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
		  C.	The more bells a mission owned, the more status it held.

	 V.	 Unique Architecture
		  A.	_______________________________________________________
		  B.	Missions reflect tastes of the padres.
		  C.	Some features were just decorative.
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background sheet 7

Teaching the Native Americans

Christianity
	 The padres’ most important task was to teach the Native Americans about Christianity. 
But to teach them, they had to change the Native Americans’ lifestyle from that of hunters and 
gatherers to farmers and tradesmen. It took a lot of time each day for Native Americans to 
provide their own food by hunting and gathering. The padres decided to provide food to the 
Native Americans so that they would have the time to learn about Christianity.
	 Teaching the Native Americans about Christian beliefs was not too difficult. Both the padres 
and the Native Americans believed in one God and a spiritual world. Newly converted, baptized 
Native Americans were called “neophytes.”
Communication
	 Communicating with the Native Americans was another story! The California Native 
Americans belonged to many different tribes. The padres identified 18 different languages 
among the coastal Native Americans! How could they understand and be understood by each of 
the different tribes?
	 The padres discovered that the Native Americans enjoyed singing and playing musical 
instruments. The padres began teaching the Native Americans religious music. Once the Native 
Americans learned the music and words, the padres began to teach the meaning of Spanish and 
Latin words. At the same time the padres worked hard to learn Native American words.
	 Native American parents approved of music lessons for their children and encouraged others 
to join. Because of the music lessons, the padres were able to convert many Native Americans. 
Missions soon gained a reputation for having fine choirs and orchestras. Missions often had 
choirs of 30 singers and orchestras of 25 members. Orchestras consisted of a core of violins, 
violas, a double bass and cello. Other instruments might include trumpets, flutes, piccolos, 
oboes, clarinets and drums. The padres also taught the Native Americans how to read music. 
Visitors to the missions were often entertained by these Native American musicians and singers.
	 Later, the padres learned that there was an advantage to the tribes speaking different 
languages. Different languages for different tribes meant that the Native Americans were not 
able to easily communicate with each other either. Therefore, there was less chance of the 
different tribes banding together against the missions.
Other Skills
	 In time, the padres were able to teach the Native 
Americans other skills. They learned about farming, 
weaving, leather working and blacksmithing. 
Another important job was the making of adobe 
bricks for building the missions. Padres expected 
Native Americans to make between 40–50 bricks 
a day! In a very short period of time, the Native 
Americans were doing all the work of the missions 
and making the missions fairly prosperous.
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outline 7

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 7.
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas, supporting ideas and supporting details in 		
	 the outline below.

Teaching the Native Americans

	 I.	 Christianity
		  A.	The padres’ most important task was to teach Native Americans 		
			   about Christianity.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 Padres provided food to give the Native Americans more time 		
				    to learn about Christianity.
		  B.	Converting the Native Americans was not too difficult.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 Baptized and converted Indians were called “neophytes.”

	 II.	 Communication
		  A.	Communicating was difficult.
			   1.	 Native Americans belonged to different tribes.
			   2.	 There were 18 different languages.
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
			   1.	 Native Americans learned music, Spanish and Latin words.
			   2.	 Padres learned Native American languages.
		  C.	Parents approved of music lessons.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 Missions had fine choirs and orchestras.
			   3.	 Padres taught Native Americans to read music.
			   4.	 Native Americans entertained visitors.
		  D.	Later, the padres saw there was an advantage to different languages.
			   1.	 Communication between tribes was difficult.
			   2.	 ___________________________________________________
	
	 III.	 Other Skills
		  A.	Native Americans were taught agricultural skills, carpentry, 			
			   weaving, leather working and blacksmithing.
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
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background sheet 8

Secularization

The End of Mission Life
	 Secularization marked the end of mission life as it had been. To secularize means to take 
land from the church and give it to the people. In 1821, lands that were once possessed by 
Spain became Mexico. This new country included the mission lands in Alta California. In 1833, 
the Mexican government ordered half the mission lands to be returned to the native people.

	 Although the plan for secularization assigned one half of the mission lands and herds and 
other property to neophytes, unfortunately, ranchers, soldiers and farmers wanted this land and 
easily tricked the inexperienced neophytes into giving away their rights. By 1846, most mission 
land and cattle had passed into the hands of 800 private landowners called rancheros, and 
most neophytes ended up working for the rancheros under conditions so harsh that the death 
rate for Native Americans working on ranchos was twice the death rate of slaves on Southern 
plantations. 
A New Period in California History Begins
	 This sale of mission lands led to the rancho period in California. Large numbers of 
Spaniards came from Mexico to California. They brought horses, bought large plots of 
inexpensive land and created ranchos. 
Returning Land to the Church
	 Eventually, the Catholic Church got back some of the mission land. After California 
became part of the United States in 1850, the United States congress returned some of the lands 
and buildings to the church. In the 1860s, President Lincoln returned the remaining mission 
buildings and land.
Benefits of the Mission Period
	 The missions benefited California in at least three major ways. First, the missions helped 
people understand what crops and products could best be produced in the climate and soil along 
the coast. In addition, the missions established the architectural style still found throughout 
California. Finally, many of the pueblos built around the early missions have become major 
cities in California.

Mexico

United 
States

United States
Territories

Occupied by
U.S. & Britain

Florida Territory

Monterey

San Diego
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outline 8

Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 8.
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas, supporting ideas and supporting details in 		
	 the outline below.

Secularization

	 I.	 The End of Mission Life
		  A.	Secularization marked the end of mission life.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 In 1833, Native Americans received most of the mission lands.
		  B.	The neophytes could not keep the property they were given.
			   1.	 ___________________________________________________
			   2.	 Most mission land and cattle passed into the hands of 800 rancheros.
			   3.	 ___________________________________________________
	
	 II.	 ________________________________________________________
		  A.	This sale of lands led to the California ranchos.
		  B.	Large numbers of Spaniards came to California.
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
	
	 III.	 Returning Land to the Church
		  A.	Eventually, the Catholic Church got back the mission lands.
		  B.	 In 1850, Congress returned some land to the church.
		  C.	_______________________________________________________

	 IV.	 __________________________________________________________
	
		  A.	_______________________________________________________
	
		  B.	_______________________________________________________
	
		  C.	_______________________________________________________
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California Missions Pro and Con

The Benefits of California’s Missions
	 The Spanish crown hoped that founding missions would prevent Russian colonization of the 
American West. Spanish missionaries wanted to spread the virtues of Christianity to as many 
native people as possible. They also wanted to spread civilization. Malcolm Margolin wrote in 
The Ohlone Way that the missionaries were: 

	 utopian visionaries who had come to the New World to set up the perfect Christian 
community…. Under the original plans, the Indians would be drawn into the 
missions for a limited time only, ten years to be exact, during which they would… 
learn to pray properly, eat with spoons, wear clothes, and they would master farming, 
weaving, blacksmithing, cattle raising, masonry, and other civilized arts….

	 After ten years of apprenticeship… the Indians would be given land to own…. They 
would set up little farms around the missions, flocking to the ringing of the mission 
bells each Sunday. Their farms would prosper, and… soon the entire country would 
be filled with pleasant little farms and a sober, virtuous people. 

	 The colonists who settled in pueblos and ranchos around the missions wanted to become 
prosperous, and with the help of California’s welcoming climate, rich soil and cheap Native 
American labor, they succeeded. 
The Harms of California’s Missions
	 Life in California’s missions proved to be unhealthy for Native Americans. In the 65 
years of mission operation, 81,000 native Californians were baptized and 60,000 deaths were 

recorded. The 
leading cause for the 
high death rate was 
European diseases 
(smallpox, measles 
and diptheria) against 
which the native 
people had no natural 
immunity. The 
mission diet—high 
in carbohydrates but 
low in vegetables 
and animal protein—
killed through 
malnourishment. 
The harsh mission 
lifestyle and poor 
sanitation were 

contributing factors. Health care was poor because the padres outlawed Native American 
medicine and embraced sickness and death as expressions of God’s will. 
	 Mission life also destroyed Native American culture, completely transforming native 
religion, social organization, work habits, dress, and eating habits. Malcolm Margolin wrote, 

BACKGROUND SHEET 9
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“The women were set to work spinning 
and weaving cloth—although they had 
no use for clothing during the summer 
and during the winter their own rabbit-
skin and otter-skin cloaks provided far 
more warmth than their mission cloth. 
The men were made to till the soil, 
even though plentiful game, fish, nuts 
and seeds were all around them, free 
for the taking.” 
	 Finally, it can be argued that the 
missions destroyed Native Americans 
spiritually. Native people were 
drawn to the missions by curiosity 
about wonderful Spanish metal and 
cloth, skill at growing food and 
raising buildings, and what seemed 
like magical power over animals 
such as the horse. Then they were 
baptized in ceremonies that, because 
of the language barrier, they didn’t 
understand. Once baptized, they 
weren’t allowed to leave. Native Californian Marino (Chief Marin) said, “In hills we are free 
like stags and deer; at mission we are captives just like saddle and buggy horses.” A French 
visitor wrote that “Everything reminded us of a… West Indian slave colony…. We saw men 
and women loaded with irons, others in the stocks; and at length the noise of the strokes of a 
whip struck our ears.” When they weren’t working or praying, all unmarried women and girls 

above the age of nine were 
locked in a windowless 
building. Explorer Otto 
von Kotzebue observed of 
native Californians that “a 
deep melancholy always 
clouds their faces, and 
their eyes are always fixed 
upon the ground,” and 
Captain George Vancouver 
described how “all 
operations and functions 
both of body and mind 
appeared to be carried on 
with a mechanical, lifeless, 
careless indifference.” 

BACKGROUND SHEET 9
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Directions
1.	 Read Background Sheet 9. 
2.	 Fill in the missing main ideas, supporting ideas, and supporting details in the outline below.
3.	 Based on your outline, write a four-paragraph opinion essay describing pros and cons of the  
	 California missions. The introductory paragraph should explain the purpose of your essay.  
	 The second paragraph should state the benefits of the California missions, and the third  
	 paragraph should state the harms of the missions. In the fourth paragraph, tell whether you  
	 think California’s missions did more good than harm, or more harm than good, and explain  
	 the reasons for your opinion.  

California Missions Pro and Con
	 I.	Benefits of the California Missions
		  A.	____________________________________________________________________
		  B.	Spain’s missionaries spread Christianity to Native Americans.
		  C.	The missions spread civilization and the civilized arts to Native Americans.
				    1.	The missions taught European religious practices, diet, manners and  
						      clothing styles.
				    2.	___________________________________________________________________
		  D.	The Spanish colonies created prosperous towns and agriculture.
	 II.	Harms of the California Missions
		  A.	Life in the missions was unhealthy for Native Americans.
				    1.	____________________________________________________________________
						      a.	81,000 Indians were baptized and 60,000 deaths were recorded. 
				    2.	There were multiple causes for the high death rate.
						      a.	__________________________________________________________________ 
								        i.	 The mission diet killed through malnourishment.
								        ii.	The mission diet was high in carbs, low in vegetable and animal protein.
						      b.	Neophytes suffered from the missions’ harsh lifestyle and poor sanitation.
						      c.	___________________________________________________________
								        i.	 The padres outlawed Native American medicine.
								        ii.	The padres embraced sickness and death as expressions of God’s will.
		  B.	____________________________________________________________________ 
				    1.	The missions transformed religion, social organization, work habits, dress,  
						      and eating habits. 
		  C.	The missions destroyed Native Americans spiritually. 
				    1.	Neophytes weren’t allowed to leave. 
				    2.	____________________________________________________________________
				    3.	____________________________________________________________________ 
				    4.	Witnesses described melancholy, downcast eyes and “mechanical, lifeless,  
					     careless indifference.”

OUTLINE 9 
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mission chart 2
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mission chart 3
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mission chart 4
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mission chart 5
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mission chart 6
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mission chart 7
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trading guidelines

In order to move on the Mission Map, your crew will need to answer one question from a 
Question Card correctly. Questions on question cards include material from your Background 
Sheets and your research on the missions. Listen carefully to the questions and answers because 
these questions will be on the Post-test. 

	
a. 	You may move one space for each question answered correctly.
b. 	You may not land on any space occupied by another ship.
c.	 After trading, you must go out to a solid black space before landing on another 		
	 mission space.
d. 	You may move to any appropriate adjoining space, including spaces at a diagonal to 		
	 your ship.

When your ship lands on a mission space, your crew pulls a Trading Card. If your cargo 
includes any or all of the items listed on that card, you may trade one of each of these items  
for the number of hides stated on the card. For example, you may have three bolts of cloth,  
but each mission needs only one at a time.

As your crew trades, your Purser must record:
	 •	 number of days sailed (FORM B–Days Sailed)
	 •	 quantity of cargo items traded (FORM D–Cargo Tally)
	 •	 quantity of hides received (FORM E–Hides Collected)

1. Question Cards

2. Moving on the Mission Map

3. Trading Cards

4. Recording Trade

California Missions

Question Card

18.	Who did most of the work building 
the missions?

California Missions

Trading Card

Goods	 Hides
Iron Pot	 200
Cloth (one bolt)	 250
Salt (one barrel)	 300
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map of california missions

San Francisco Solano

San Rafael Arcángel

San Francisco de Asís

Santa Clara de Asís

San José

Santa Cruz

San Juan Bautista

Nuestra Señora de la Soledad

San Carlos Borromeo de Carmelo

San Antonio de Padua

San Miguel Arcángel

San Luis Obispo de Tolosa

La Purísimia Concepción

Santa Inés

Santa Bárbara

San Buenaventura
San Fernando Rey de España

San Gabriel Arcángel

San Juan Capistrano

San Luis Rey de Francia

San Diego de Alcalá




	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	INT424SG_California Missions SG_v1.2.pdf
	Blank Page

	Blank Page

