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Night
Background Information

The book is the author’s fi rst-person account of his experiences as a prisoner in the Nazi 
concentration camps. The setting of Night is various locations in Nazi-occupied Europe, 
including concentration camps in Poland and Germany. The book recounts Elie Wiesel’s 
experiences as a prisoner at both the Auschwitz-Birkenau and Buchenwald concentration 
camps during the last year of the Second World War. The time element is important to the 
story because if Wiesel had been imprisoned earlier, he most likely would not have survived.

The book opens in 1941 with the introduction of Moishe the Beadle and Wiesel as a twelve-
year old religious student. By the time the author and his family were deported in May of 
1944, the machinery to implement the Final Solution1 was well organized and ruthless in its 
capacity to murder millions. Germany would surrender one year later on May 8, 1945.

There are two frequently asked questions regarding the Holocaust: 2

 • How could the German citizens allow their government to act as it did?
 • Why did the Jews walk passively to their deaths?

The events in the book Night suggest as part of the answer to the second question that it was 
the evil cunning of the S.S. method of operation that led the victims to cooperate. Lest the 
phrase “the evil cunning of the S.S. methods” sound overly dramatic, I offer this personal 
insight.

Like most people familiar with the Holocaust but lacking an in-depth knowledge, I had 
always assumed that many of the actions of the S.S. were irrational acts prompted by sadistic 
impulses and anti-Semitic hatred. It was only recently while at the “model” concentration 
camp Theresienstadt that I understood that none of the S.S. actions there were irrational or 
impulsive; to the contrary, all the actions were logical and planned as part of an evil, cunning 
design.

The cunning intelligence that was used against the Jews was also used on the German people 
and, in part, addresses the fi rst question. From the outset, Nazi propaganda worked at 
dehumanizing the Jewish people; that is, they set out to make the Germans believe that Jews 
were less than human.3 In its most infamous piece of Nazi fi lm propaganda, a fi lm presents 
rats crawling out of a sewer and all over a room while a voice-over equates the rats with Jews. 
It is only after you are able to convince others that another race of people is less than human4

that you can do unspeakable things.

1 The Final Solution, the code name for the Nazi plan to eliminate the Jews of Europe, was fi rst mentioned in 
1941 in offi cial documents.

2 While we recognize that the questions themselves may be controversial, we feel that any commentary on the 
Holocaust cannot ignore the questions.

3 It was for this reason that the poet Archibald Macleish, who in the early years of World War II was Director of 
the U.S. Bureau of War Information, objected to propaganda posters that depicted the Japanese as spiders.

4 This is not to say that the existence of Nazi propaganda absolves the German people who kept silent or 
cooperated in the Holocaust; Wiesel certainly makes clear that he does blame them.

Note: All references are from the Hill and Wang edition of Night, copyright 2006.



Night
Objectives

By the end of this unit, the students will be able to

1. provide support from the text that will demonstrate that a major theme in this book is 
man’s inhumanity to man.

2. state the signifi cance of the title Night and point out what the term symbolizes.

3. write an essay in which the comments and incidents from the book are used to support 
this generalization:
“A major theme in this novel is a boy’s loss of innocence in a world he thought good and a loss 
of faith in a God he thought just.”

4. recognize the cunning of the S.S. methods that, coupled with the human need to 
feel optimistic in the face of danger, led the Jews of Sighet to cooperate in their own 
destruction.

5. point out how the writer’s style and use of irony in this narrative is unlike the style 
found in most fi rst-person memoirs.

6. identify the following literary devices and point out why the author uses them:
 • simile
 • metaphor
 • personifi cation
 • paradox
 • irony
 • foreshadowing

7. point out how the author uses symbols and imagery to convey ideas and paint vivid 
pictures for the reader.

8. relate those aspects of the Holocaust that the reader has learned for the fi rst time.

9. recognize how a survivor of the Holocaust can be irrevocably changed by witnessing 
such horrifi c events.

10. infer from the text where the author believes that the guilt and responsibility for the 
Holocaust lies.



Night
Questions for Essay and Discussion

1. Why do you think no one would listen to Moishe the Beadle’s story?

2. There were several opportunities for Wiesel and his family to escape before they were 
sent to Auschwitz. What were these opportunities, and why did the family not take 
advantage of these opportunities?

3. Defi ne irony, and discuss Wiesel’s use of irony in the fi rst chapter of Night. What 
message is he trying to convey about the Jews’ attitude, and how does his use of irony 
help him get his message across?

4. Defi ne foreshadowing. Discuss Wiesel’s use of foreshadowing in Chapter Two regarding 
Madame Schächter.

5. In Chapter Three, Wiesel says, “For the fi rst time, I felt anger rising within me. Why 
should I sanctify His name?…What was there to thank him for?” (Pg. 33) What is 
beginning to happen to the young religious scholar?

6. How would you describe Wiesel’s style of writing? How does his writing style affect the 
pace of the book.

7. Wiesel witnessed two hangings. After the fi rst, he says, “I remember that on that 
evening, the soup tasted better than ever.…” (Pg. 63) After the second execution, that of 
the young boy, “the sad-eyed angel,” he writes, “That night, the soup tasted of corpses.” 

 (Pg. 65) It is unlikely that the soup’s fl avor differed greatly from day to day. What point 
is Wiesel making by comparing the two executions with the fl avor of the soup?

8.  On the eve of Rosh Hashanah, Wiesel says that he “felt very strong….stronger than 
this Almighty.” (Pg. 68) Why does he say this? How is this a paradox? How have his 
experiences in the camps changed his views about his faith?

9. What do many of Wiesel’s stories about camp life reveal about man’s nature in the face 
of such overwhelming horror?

10. Discuss the symbolism and signifi cance of the title, Night. 



11. On one level this is a story of a young man’s loss of faith. How does Wiesel illustrate that 
loss of faith throughout the book? 

12. “The look in his eyes as he gazed at me has never left me.” (Pg. 115) This is Wiesel’s 
description of himself at the end of his ordeal and is the fi nal sentence of the book. 
What do you think Wiesel means? Is there more than one way of understanding this 
sentence. Discuss the possibilities.

13. “The secret of redemption lies in remembrance.” Discuss this Rabbinical saying in 
relation to Night.

14. How does Wiesel believe all the German people, and the world at large, were responsible 
for the Holocaust? This answer must be inferred from the book.

15. Point out how the cunning of the German method of operation and the need of humans 
to feel optimistic in the face of danger worked together to enable the Holocaust to take 
place.



Night
TEST

1. The author included Moishe the Beadle in his narrative because Moishe
 A. infl uenced his thinking.
 B. was an example of the simple, good person who was injured.
 C. spread early word of the danger that was to come.
 D. turned out to be a martyr.
 E. A and B

2. The two ghettos were set up in Sighet
 A. to protect the Jews from hostile townspeople.
 B. prior to the Jews’ deportation.
 C. as a means of containing and controlling the Jews.
 D. B and C
 E. A and B

3. Madame Schächter’s hysterical cries of “Fire! Fire!” are an example of 
 A. metaphor.
 B. simile.
 C. foreshadowing.
 D. paraphrasing.
 E. C and D

4. After the prisoners arrive at Auschwitz-Birkenau
 A. men and women are separated.
 B. the prisoners are shaved.
 C. the weak and ill are separated from the strong and healthy.
 D. All of the above.

5. The night before the Gestapo evacuated the ghetto, the Wiesels heard a knock at their 
boarded-up window. It was

 A. the president of the Jewish council.
 B. the Rabbi of Sighet.
 C. an inspector in the Hungarian police.
 D. Moishe the Beadle.



6. Kapos were
 A. students of the Talmud.
 B. Jewish prisoners put in charge of other prisoners.
 C. Jewish prayers for the dead.
 D. mystical texts of the Talmud.
 E. women in charge of men.

7. The phrase, “a glacial wind lashed us like a whip” (Pg. 77) is an example of a
 A. simile.
 B. metaphor.
 C. paraphrase.
 D. personifi cation.

8. When Idek beat Elie’s father for no reason, Elie was angry
 A. at himself, for not being able to help.
 B. at God because He was responsible for the suffering.
 C. at his father, for not knowing how to avoid the beating.
 D. at Idek, for his irrational behavior.
 E. All the above

9. Elie was beaten by Idek because
 A. Elie would not give Idek his gold tooth.
 B. Elie had tried to steal soup.
 C. Idek caught Elie spying on him.
 D. Elie could not march properly.

10. On selection day, the purpose of the selection was to 
 A. separate those who were to die from those who were to live.
 B. pick out those who were to get an early release because of their cooperation.
 C. pick out and punish those who were suspected of sabotage.
 D. fi nd skilled laborers who could further war production.
 E. All the above

11. Elie had an operation
 A. to remove his gold tooth.
 B. to amputate his leg.
 C. to drain an infection on his foot.
 D. to stitch wounds received in a beating.



12. The prisoners were evacuated from Auschwitz
 A. for their safety because the camp was being bombed.
 B. because it was more effi cient to relocate to Germany.
 C. because supplies were running low.
 D. because the Russian Army was advancing.

13. During the transport, prisoners fought one another to the death
 A. over scraps of bread tossed into the open train cars by German workers.
 B. to relieve the severe overcrowding in the cattle cars.
 C. to strip the clothes from the losers.
 D. as a way to stay warm.
 E. All the above

14. Elie’s father eventually died from
 A. dysentery.
 B. colic.
 C. a severe blow to the head.
 D. A and C

15. Before the Americans entered Buchenwald
 A. the Nazis tried to liquidate the camp, evacuating several thousand prisoners a day.
 B. the resistance movement took over the camp.
 C. the Russian Army liberated Buchenwald.
 D. A and B
 E. A, B, and C

16. In Chapter One the author’s tone is one of sadness marked by
 A. suppressed excitement.
 B. uncontrollable rage.
 C. controlled anger.
 D. unexpected frenzy.
 E. bitter irony.

17. The title of this novel is signifi cant because
 A. most of the important actions occur at night.
 B. the night is symbolic of the state of the author’s emotions and thoughts.
 C. the night is symbolic of the S.S. soldiers and their uniforms.
 D. the night symbolizes the attitude of the Jews of Sighet who refused to see the danger   

 before them.
 E. it is easy to remain hidden at night.



18. A theme in this narrative is
 A. the silent complicity in the Holocaust of the average German citizen.
 B. a young boy’s loss of innocence and loss of faith.
 C. the disregard the Allied airplanes demonstrated for the lives of the inmates when   

 they bombed the camps.
 D. A and B
 E. A, B and C

19. Some of the religious Jews interpreted the camp situation as
 A. a test by God of their faith.
 B. punishment by God for their sins.
 C. an act of revenge by the Germans for the inmates’ support of the Allied cause.
 D. A and B
 E. A, B, and C

20. Elie tells us that one of his greatest fears in all the camps was
 A. being killed in his bunk by an inmate after his gold crown.
 B. being sent to the crematorium while still alive.
 C. being separated from his father.
 D. that he might not ever see his mother and little sister again.
 E. Both A and D

Essay Questions (Answer two)

1. A frequent and compelling theme in literature is expressed as “man’s inhumanity to 
man.” Form a generalization to explain what that term means in the context of this 
book, and use examples from the book to support that generalization.

2. Discuss the signifi cance of the novel’s title, and explain how the title relates to the 
narrator’s personal, never-ending night.

3. Support or refute the following generalization:
 “A major theme in this novel is a boy’s loss of innocence in a world he thought good, 

and a loss of faith in a God he thought just.”

4. Point out how a combination of cunning by the S.S. and the human need to remain 
optimistic during trying times, resulted in the Jews of Sighet being transported to 
Auschwitz.



Night

Test
Answer Key

1.  C 6. B 11. C 16. E

 2. D 7.  A 12. D 17. B

 3.  C 8. C 13. A 18. D

 4. D 9.  C 14. D 19. A

 5.  C 10. A 15. D 20. C
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Night
Study Guide

Teacher’s Copy

Chapter 1 

Vocabulary
billeted – to be quartered or lodged, especially in reference to troops
boche – a derogatory term for German troops
fi rmament – the expanse of the heavens; the sky
ghetto – An area of a city which contains and restricts a certain portion of the population. 

The Jews of various Eastern European cities were forcibly relocated into cordoned-off 
areas of the city where overcrowding, starvation, and forced labor were the norm. The 
ghettos were eventually destroyed, as Jews were deported to the death camps.

Hasidism – the ultra-orthodox branch of Judaism that teaches the individual to raise every 
action in life to the level of prayer

Kabbalah or Kabbalah – the body of mystical teachings based on esoteric interpretations of 
ancient Hebrew scriptures

Miklos Horthy (1868 - 1957) – regent, or ruler, of Hungary from 1920 - 1944. He initially 
enacted harsh laws against the Jews of Hungary but later rejected German pressure to 
deport Jews. Horthy was exiled after Germany took over Hungary.

lorry – a truck
Moses Maimonides (1135 – 1204) –- Spanish-born physician, philosopher, and religious 

scholar who fl ed to Egypt to escape anti-Semitism in Spain
Passover – a holiday celebrating the Jews’ freedom from slavery in Egypt
Phylactery – small leather boxes containing strips of parchment inscribed with quotations 

from the Hebrew Scriptures used by Orthodox and Conservative Jewish men during 
worship

Talmud – the codifi ed body of Jewish civil and religious law including rabbinical 
commentaries on the Torah

Torah – the fi rst fi ve books of the Old Testament of the Bible
truncheon – a club 
waif – a forsaken or homeless childwaif – a forsaken or homeless childwaif
Zionism – political movement concerned with founding a Jewish state in Palestine

1. Who was Moishe the Beadle?

 Moishe was the caretaker at the Hasidic synagogue.

2. What does Wiesel tell the reader of Moishe?

 He was poor and lived humbly. He was physically awkward and a dreamer who could appear 
to be so insignifi cant as to almost disappear.
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3. How does Wiesel describe himself as a boy of 12?

 He was a serious student of religion who studied the Talmud during the day and prayed at 
night.

4. How does Wiesel describe his father?

 He was a man of learning and culture who was highly regarded by the Jewish community.

5. Why did Elie’s father prohibit him from studying the Kabbalah?

 He felt that Elie was too young and should fi rst learn basic subjects.

6. How did Wiesel realize his wish to study the Kabbalah?

 He began studying with Moishe the Beadle. The two would talk and read for long hours over 
the mystical texts.

7. What happened to Moishe?

 He was expelled from the village of Sighet because he was a foreign Jew.

8. Several months later, Elie saw Moishe the Beadle again. What story did Moishe tell?

 The train carrying Moishe and the other deportees traveled to Poland where the Gestapo took 
charge. The Jews were forced from the train and taken to a nearby forest, where they dug 
huge graves. The Jews stepped up to the graves they had just dug and were then slaughtered 
by the Gestapo.

9. How was Moishe able to escape?

 He was wounded in the leg and pretended he was dead. Later, he was able to escape.

10. How had Moishe changed as a result of his experience?

 He no longer had any joy in his eyes and no longer sang. He would not talk of the Kabbalah 
any more, but only of what he had seen.

11. How did other people in the village react to Moishe’s story? Why do you suppose they 
reacted this way?

 No one believed his story; some refused even to listen to him. They refused to believe it was 
true because it was too frightening to comprehend. They also felt that bad things happen only 
to other people.



T-3

12. In the spring of 1944, what political changes occurred in Hungary?

 The Fascist, or Nazi, Party was in power, and German troops had entered Hungarian 
territory.

13. What was the attitude of the Jews of Sighet?

 At fi rst they were anxious, but were soon optimistic again. They continued to deny the reality 
of what was occurring around them.

14. What literary device does Wiesel employ to emphasize the foolish optimism and denial 
of facts of the Jews living in Sighet? How is it used?

 Irony. For example, the townspeople ask each other, “Where is their [the Nazi’s] famous 
cruelty?” (Pg. 10) Another example is, “The Jews of Sighet were still smiling.” (Pg. 10) Both 
Wiesel and the reader know very well how cruel the Germans were. The fate of the Jews has 
already been set, and all they can do is smile and hope that it all goes away.

15. After the Germans arrived in Sighet, what was the prevailing attitude among the 
residents?

 The Germans behaved politely at the beginning of the occupation, so the people believed that 
nothing further would happen.

16. After Passover, Wiesel says, “the curtain fi nally rose.” (Pg. 10) What does this refer to? 
What happened?

The leaders of the Jewish community were arrested and various restrictions against Jews were 
enforced, including the decree that every Jew must wear the yellow star. The statement could 
mean several things. It signifi ed the beginning of the horrible story of the destruction of the 
Jew acted out on the stage of the town of Sighet. It could also imply that the curtain of denial 
was removed from the townspeople’s eyes, and they fi nally began to see the reality of their 
situation. They were doomed.

17. What was bitterly ironic about the comments that Wiesel’s father made regarding the 
wearing of the yellow star?

 The father said in effect that wearing a yellow star cannot kill anyone. Both the reader and 
the narrator, though, know what comes next.
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18. What was the Germans’ next step?

 Two ghettos were established in Sighet, and every Jew was confi ned to one of these two areas.

19. How did the Jews react to this?

 They welcomed such segregation from the anti-Semitism of the Gentile residents of Sighet and 
considered themselves rather fortunate. They mistakenly assumed that they would remain in 
the ghetto until the end of the war.

20. The Germans had other plans for the Jews of Sighet, however. What were those plans?

 The ghettos were to be emptied, and the Jews deported.

21. The Wiesel family were among the last to leave the large ghetto. Where were they sent?

 The Wiesels were sent to the little ghetto. Several days later, all remaining Jews, including the 
Wiesels, were transported.

22. Where did they go?

 The Germans marched them to the train station and forced the Jews to crowd into cattle cars, 
which were then sealed.

23. Despite all that happened, even after the Germans entered the capital of the Budapest, 
Wiesel tell us that people still remained optimistic about their future. How can you 
explain this optimism?

Perhaps it is human nature to hope for the best even when our intellect tells us that evil is in 
the future.

24. In this chapter Wiesel uses images from nature. How does he use the sun?

He speaks of the hot summer sun that beats down unmercifully on the people in the street 
awaiting transport. The sun creates thirst and adds to their misery.
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25. What does this imagery of night suggest? 

“Night. No one was praying for the night to pass quickly. The stars were but sparks 
of the immense confl agration that was consuming us. Were this confl agration to be 
extinguished one day, nothing would be left in the sky but extinct stars and unseeing 
eyes.” (Pg. 21)

The image suggests the dark night of the soul, a night in which no one can pray. The stars, 
which are usually thought of pleasant adornments of the night sky, are “sparks of the 
immense confl agration that was consuming us.” If those stars die out, nothing is left, only 
dead stars that mirror their own dead unseeing eyes. The darkness is, symbolically, going to 
overwhelm them, the people and the stars.

26. Given the fact that the title of this book is Night, what do you suppose a major theme in 
this work will be?

While the phrasing may vary it should include the idea of the darkness of despair that is 
accompanied by a loss of hope and possibly a loss of faith.

27. A memoir is a story of one’s life told by the person similar to an autobiography. Describe 
the tone of this memoir, and speculate on why Wiesel chooses to use this tone.

Wiesel uses a great deal of irony to detach himself from the story. He seems to stand back and 
say “this is the way it was—I am simply giving you the facts.” Given the horrifi c nature of 
the subject matter, this may be the only way he can tell the story. He also describes incidents 
dispassionately, so the facts themselves delineate what happens.

28. Identify each of the steps in the German plan, and point out how the cunning of the 
German plan and the people’s human need for optimism in the face of danger led the 
Jews of Sighet to the transports to Auschwitz.

The S.S. arrive in Sighet, and initially they appear courteous and non-threatening.
 The fi rst regulation is merely for soldiers to stay in the residents’ homes for three days. The 

next regulation requires the Jews to wear yellow stars and prohibits them from going certain 
places. After, that Jews are required to live in the two ghettoes. At each step the regulations 
are a burden, but they are a burden that can be lived with; in fact, some even see a positive 
side to living in a ghetto because they are separated from the hostile stares of the non-Jewish 
townspeople.



T-6

Chapter 2

Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp was located in Poland, near Krakow, in the town 
of Oswiecim. Auschwitz was fi rst established by the Nazis in 1941 under the direction of 
Heinrich Himmler, chief of the Gestapo. Auschwitz I, the fi rst camp, held about 10,000 
prisoners; the second site, Auschwitz II or Birkenau, was about 2 miles from the original. It is 
estimated that up to 4 million people were murdered at Auschwitz. Because Jews made up the 
greatest number of those killed there, Auschwitz has become a symbol of the Holocaust. At 
least 1/3 of the 5 – 6 million Jews killed during the Holocaust died at Auschwitz. Additionally, 
there were about 40 satellite camps for forced labor in the area around Auschwitz, collectively 
known as Auschwitz III.

1. After several days of travel, what did the prisoners fi nally realize?

 The prisoners realized that they were not going to stay in Hungary.

2. Wiesel’s description of Madame Schächter, “she looked like a withered tree in a 
cornfi eld” is an example of what fi gure of speech?

 Because two dissimilar things are compared using “like,” this is a simile. This image evokes 
the image of one who is out of place, alone, old, and dying.

3. What happened to Madame Schächter, and what did she do?

 She “had lost her mind,” and on the third night, she began screaming repeatedly that she 
could see “a terrible fi re…huge fl ames…fl ames everywhere.” (Pgs. 25-26)

4. Madame Schächter’s hysterical screaming of “Fire! Fire” is an example of what literary 
device?

 Foreshadowing. It foreshadows the crematoria fi res at the death camp of Auschwitz. Like the 
crazed prophetess of a Greek tragedy, Madame Schächter seems able to foresee the future.

5. How did this affect those in the cattle car with her?

 They were terrorized. Some even hit Madame Schächter to try to silence her.

6. When the prisoners were fi nally unloaded from the train, where were they? What was 
signifi cant about the time?

 They found they were at Birkenau, the reception center for the Auschwitz concentration 
camp. It was midnight when they got off the train. With the fl ames and smell of burning fl esh 
in the air, they must have felt they were in hell.
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Chapter 3

Vocabulary
antechamber – a smaller room serving as an entrance into a larger room
devoid – completely lacking, empty
Job – from the Old Testament of the Bible; Job was a deeply religious man who retained his 

faith even though he suffered great illness and loss.
leprous – resembling leprosy 
lucidity – clarity 
Kapo – a concentration camp inmate (Jew) appointed by the S.S. to be in charge of a work 

group.
Josef Mengele – a German S.S. physician notorious for pseudo-scientifi c experiments 

particularly on Gypsies and twins.
SonderKommando – S.S. or Einsatzgruppe, also refers to the Jewish slave labor units that 

removed bodies of those who were gassed in extermination camps.
S.S. (Schutzstaffel) – an elite unit of the Nazi party that acted as political police and oversaw 

the operation of the concentration camps.
wizened – dried up, withered

1. Immediately after the Jews were unloaded from the train, what do the German offi cers do?

 They separated the men and women into two groups.

2. The men were then marched before Dr. Josef Mengele. What did he do? What was his 
purpose?

 Using a conductor’s baton, he separated the men into two groups by assessing their physical 
condition and by asking such questions as age, occupation, and overall health; the purpose 
was to separate those who could work from those who could not.

3. What did another prisoner say would happen to Elie’s group?

 They were told that their group would be sent to the crematory and burned to death.

4. When some of the younger men wanted to rush the guards, even if they died in the 
effort, what did the older people counsel?

“we mustn’t give up hope… so taught our sages…” (Pg. 31).”

5. What did Elie witness while he was standing in line? What was his reaction to what he 
saw?

A truck pulled up to a burning pit and emptied its load of small children and babies into the 
fl ames. It was such a horrifi c sight that he wondered if it was a nightmare and how the world 
could keep silent.
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6. When Elie realized that he and his father may be burned, what plan did he devise?

 He would run to the electric fence and die by electrocution; this, he felt, would be preferable 
to being burned alive.

7. The scene of Wiesel and his father approaching the inferno is particularly vivid. How is 
such artistry achieved?

 Wiesel varies the pacing throughout the book in order to emphasize certain points. Here, the 
pacing is quickened by use of short sentence fragments, “Ten more steps. Eight. Seven.” At 
the same time, tension is dramatically heightened as the time of this brief episode is expanded 
and broken down into a moment-by-moment experience. The reader races ahead to see what 
will happen. (Pg. 33)

8. What did Elie revolt against?

 He did not believe that he should bless the name of the Lord. Elie believed he had nothing to 
be thankful for in Auschwitz and that he could not pray to a God who would allow this to 
happen.

9. One way an author has to effectively emphasize a point is through selective repetition 
of a word or phrase. What phrase does Wiesel employ to highlight the horror of his fi rst 
night in the concentration camp?

 “Never shall I forget…” (Pg. 34)

10. List the things that Wiesel says he shall never forget.

He will remember:
 “that night, that smoke”;
 “the small faces of the children”;
 “those fl ames that consumed my faith forever”;
 “the nocturnal silence which deprived me…of the desire to live”;
 “those moments that murdered my God and my soul and turned my dreams to ashes.” 
 (Pg. 34)

11. Another method of emphasis is through the use of imagery. What images are used 
frequently throughout Night.

 Images of night and darkness occur frequently throughout the book. These are symbolic of the 
darkness of despair, the night of the human spirit. There can be no light in the face of such 
overwhelming horror.
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12. Elie and his father are spared from the fl ames. What happened to them next in the 
course of their processing at Auschwitz?

 They were marched to the barracks, ordered to strip, then dragged off to the barber, where 
all the hair was shaved from their bodies. Hours later and still naked, the prisoners were run 
outdoors to a new barracks. They were disinfected, then showered, and fi nally issued poorly-
fi tting clothes.

13. This marked the end of Elie’s fi rst night at Auschwitz. What natural sign marked the 
beginning of the next day? What does Elie tells us of the change in himself?

 With the morning star, he became a completely different person as a result of everything that 
had happened to him and that he had seen. He was empty; his soul had been devoured by “a 
black fl ame” of hatred and revenge; his belief in God had been stripped from him, and he was 
no longer an innocent child. 

14. Why did Elie berate himself so severely?

 His father had been struck right in front of him, and Elie only looked on and did and said 
nothing.

15. Where were Elie and his father marched to?

 They made the 2-mile march from Birkenau, which acted as a reception/processing center, to 
the main concentration camp at Auschwitz.

16. What was Elie’s fi rst impression of Auschwitz?

 He felt it was better than Birkenau since the buildings were made of concrete rather than 
wood, and there were even small gardens on the grounds.

17. What was unusual about the prisoner in charge of their barracks?

 He spoke to the prisoners under his control as human beings, the fi rst time since they had 
arrived at the camp.

18. The next day, the prisoners underwent a last step in their admission process. What was it? 

 Each man’s left arm was engraved with his prison number, and each man was now known by 
that number only. All individuality, family history, and humanity had been stripped from the 
men.
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19. Who did Elie meet after several days at the camp?

 A man named Stein, from Antwerp, who was related by marriage to Elie’s father, introduced 
himself to Elie and his father.

20. What did Stein want?

 He wanted to know if the Wiesels had any news of his own family.

21. How did Elie respond to Stein’s request for information?

 Elie lied. He told Stein that his wife and children were well.

22. Since the prisoner in charge of their block was kind, and since there was no work to be 
done, Elie and his father tried to avoid being transported anywhere else. How were they 
able to avoid being transported?

 They never listed themselves as skilled workers since unskilled laborers were being saved for 
the end.

23. Why was the prisoner in charge of their block replaced? Find the ironic statement on 
page 44.

 He was too humane; a much more savage guard was put in his place. The irony is that now 
that there is a new guard, Wiesel claims that, “the good days were over.”

24. Stein continued to visit the Wiesels, but suddenly they no longer saw him again. What 
happened to Stein?

 A transport had arrived at the camp from Antwerp. Stein fi nally learned the truth about his 
family. Although Wiesel does not tell the reader exactly what happened, it can be assumed 
that Stein’s family, like all the others, were either deported to a concentration camp, had died 
of disease or starvation, or had been killed.

25. How did some religious Jews see their troubles? How did Elie feel about God?

They said God was testing them. Elie says that he does not deny God’s existence, but does 
doubt His justice.

26. Finally, Elie and his father were moved from their barracks. Where were they taken?

 Elie and his father were transferred to the I.G. Farben forced labor camp known as Buna.
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Chapter 4

Vocabulary
Aryan Race – a term that referred to people of Northern European racial background. The 

Nazi aim was to preserve the purity of German blood. Jews and Gypsies were excluded.
Buna – operated by I.G. Farben, was one of the forced labor camps that were part of 

Auschwitz III. Prisoners were routinely starved. It was found that most prisoners on the 
so-called “I.G. Farben Diet” lost an average of 7 – 9 pounds per week. The average work 
life of these slave laborers was about 3 months, after which they were too weak for any 
useful labor and were gassed at one of the nearby concentration camps.

gallows – structure used for hangings
Himmler, Heinrich – Nazi leader, second in command to Hitler

1. How did the new camp appear to Elie?

 Buna looked as if an epidemic had hit it; it was empty and dead.

2. As part of their medical examinations, prisoners were examined by a dentist. What was 
he looking for?

 The dentist was looking for prisoners with gold teeth. The teeth were pulled; the gold was 
removed from the tooth and stockpiled by the Nazis. 

3. After several days, Elie and his father were assigned to a work detail. What were they to do?

 They worked in a warehouse for electrical equipment.

4. What potential problems were there in this job?

 The job itself was easy and not dangerous. The problem was with Idek, the Kapo, who was 
subject to bouts of madness, which caused him to act irrationally and beat the prisoners.

5. Why was Elie called to the dentist?

 The dentist wanted to extract Elie’s gold tooth.

6. How did Elie avoid having his tooth pulled?

 He told the dentist he was ill and had a temperature. The dentist told Elie to return in a week 
when he was feeling better.

7. Why was Elie so pleased about saving his gold crown?

 He told the dentist he was still ill and again avoided having the tooth pulled. He felt that the 
crown might save him in hard times.
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8. What fi nally happened to the dentist and why?

 The dentist’s surgery was closed, and he was thrown into prison to be hanged because it was 
said he had been stealing the gold from prisoners’ teeth.

9. What happened to Elie one day at the factory?

 Idek, the Kapo, had one of his fi ts and beat Elie senseless for no reason.

10. Who cleaned the blood from Elie and soothed him with kind words? What was unusual 
about her?

A young French girl who also worked in the factory helped him. Although she was French, 
she spoke to Elie in near-perfect German.

11. Elie tells of meeting this same woman many years later in Paris. What important 
question did he ask her, and what was her reply?

 He asked if she was Jewish. She replied that she was, but that when she was a laborer in the 
factory, she had forged papers that said she was an Aryan. She had to maintain that identity 
to save her life.

12. What else did Idek do to the Wiesels? How did Elie respond?

 He beat Elie’s father with an iron bar because he was moving too slowly. Elie was angry, not 
at Idek, but at his father for not knowing how to avoid Idek’s wrath. This was yet another 
way in which the Nazis dehumanized the Jews.

13. What did Franek, the Polish foreman, want from Elie? What was Elie’s response?

 He wanted Elie’s gold tooth. Elie refused to give it up and said he would have to ask his father, 
who also refused.

14. How did the foreman get revenge on Elie and his father for refusing to give up the gold 
tooth?

He began beating Elie’s father every day because the older man could not learn to march in step.

15. How did Elie try to stop the beatings? Was he successful?

 For two weeks, he tried to teach his father to march in step, but the beatings continued.

16. What did Elie fi nally do? What was the irony in all of this?

 He agreed to allow Franek to have the tooth. Two weeks later, Franek was transferred to 
another camp; Elie had given up his gold tooth for nothing.
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17. All of the Kapos were also prisoners, and most were Jewish. Are you surprised about 
how cruel and greedy they were?

Answers will vary. Example: In a hellish situation, people will frequently use positions of 
power to make others suffer. It does not matter what backgrounds, common religion, or 
previous associations were. The strong will take advantage of the weak.

18. Why did Elie’s unit have to go to the warehouse on a Sunday, even though they were not 
required to work?

 Elie discovered that the Kapo, Idek, was having sex with a young Polish girl in the 
warehouse.

19. How did Idek punish Elie for spying on him?

 Idek whipped Elie 25 times.

20. Why was a prisoner shot during an Allied air raid on the prison camp?

 He was trying to steal soup that had been left unattended.

21. Why were the prisoners happy about the air raid even though they might have been 
killed by bombs?

 To the prisoners, it signaled the beginning of the end of the war. This was real evidence that 
the Germans were being defeated by the Allied forces.

22. One day, the prisoners were told that soup would not be distributed until after roll call. 
Why was this?

 The Nazis wanted the prisoners to witness the execution of a man accused of stealing during 
the air raid alert. The execution was to serve as a warning and an example.

23. What other public execution does Wiesel write about.

The camp was also made to witness the hanging of a young boy who had the face of a “sad-
eyed angel.” (Pg. 64)

24. Why was this execution particularly cruel?

 The boy, who did not weigh very much, did not die right away and suffered for more than half 
an hour.
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Chapter 5 

Vocabulary
crucible – a severe test, a trial
fortnight – 14 days
mountebank – clown, jokestermountebank – clown, jokestermountebank
monochrome – in a single color
musulmann – prison camp slang for a prisoner who was so weakened he was not expected to 

live much longer.
Red Army – Soviet Russian army. Russia was one of the Allied powers (Britain, Free France, 

and the U.S.) during World War II.
Rosh Hashanah – the Jewish New Year
Yom Kippur – Day of Atonement

1. What literary device does Wiesel use to illustrate his disillusionment with God? (pg. 67)

 Wiesel asks a series of rhetorical questions such as “Why would I bless Him?” He expects no 
answers either from God, or from himself.

2. Wiesel’s description of himself as “ashes” is an example of which fi gure of speech? What 
does the term suggest?

 Wiesel employs this metaphor to compare himself to the weightless insignifi cance of “ashes.” 
Additionally, the word “ashes” refers to the remains of something once whole or alive but now 
dead, burned, or consumed. Wiesel felt himself spiritually empty and his belief in God dead. 
The comparison extends to the ashes of the millions of Jews burned in the crematoria.

3. Wiesel’s assertion that man (and thus Wiesel) himself is stronger than God is an 
example of what literary device?

 It is an example of Paradox.

4. During Yom Kippur, what did the prisoners debate?

 The prisoners debated whether or not they should obey the religious observation of Yom 
Kippur and fast. The irony was that prisoners ‘fasted’ all the time.

5. What “gift” did the Germans have for the prisoners for the New Year?

 There was to be a selection; the Gestapo selected weakened prisoners to be sent to the 
crematoria.

6. The head of Elie’s block gave some words of advice to the prisoners to improve their 
chances and avoid being selected. What did he say?

 He advised them to move about to get some color so they would appear healthier; they should 
run, not walk slowly; they should not look at the S.S., and they should not be afraid.
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7. When Elie’s number was not written down for selection what joke did his friend make?

 His friend said he was running too fast for the S.S. to see it.

8. What did the head of the block tell everyone after the selection process was over? Why 
did he say this?

 Nothing was going to happen to anyone–even those whose numbers had been written down. 
He tried to keep everyone calm for as long as possible.

9. Several days later though, some of the prisoners were told that they were not to report to 
work but would instead stay in camp. Who were these prisoners?

 They represented those whose numbers had been chosen at the selection and were required to 
stay behind.

10. What was to become of these men?

 They were to go through a second selection.

11. What did Elie’s father give to Elie, and what did Elie ironically call it?

 Elie got his father’s knife and spoon–what Elie called his inheritance.

12. What happened to Elie’s father?

 He was able to prove he was still useful and, therefore, escaped the second selection.

13. Why was Akiba Drumer chosen for selection according to Elie?

 Because Akiba had lost faith in God, he lost his reason for struggling and had already begun 
to die.

14. What did Akiba Drumer ask of his fellow prisoners?

 Akiba asked the other prisoners to say the Kaddish, which is the prayer for the dead, three 
days after he was gone, in accordance with Jewish custom.

15. Why do you suppose they never honored the request?

Answers will vary. Example: The prisoners were so concerned about their own existence that 
one more death was not something they would remember.
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16. When winter came to the camp, what happened to Elie?

 His foot became swollen because of the cold, and he was unable to walk. He went to the 
doctor to have it examined.

17. What was the doctor’s diagnosis?

 The doctor said that Elie would need an operation or else the toes, and perhaps the entire leg, 
would have to be amputated.

18. Was the operation successful?

 Yes. The doctor only drained an infection on the sole of Elie’s foot and did not have to do any 
amputation.

19. Two days after Elie’s operation, what rumor began circulating around the camp?

 The Red Army was advancing on Buna.

20. Why was this good news for the prisoners?

 They hoped they would be liberated from the camp by the Russian Army.

21. The prisoners had heard similar rumors in the past. Why were they particularly hopeful 
this time?

 They heard guns in the distance.

22. Why did Elie’s hospital neighbor refuse to be fooled?

 He felt that all the Jews would be annihilated before they would be freed.

23. What bad news did the prisoners receive that day?

 The prisoners heard the camp was to be evacuated to somewhere inside Germany.

24. What choice did Elie and his father have to make that day? What was their decision?

 Elie and his father had to decide whether to be evacuated with the others or stay in the 
camp’s hospital. They elected to be evacuated with the others.

25. What became of those people who stayed behind in the hospital?

 After the war, Wiesel learned that they had been liberated by the Russians two days after the 
other prisoners were evacuated.
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Chapter 6

Vocabulary
automatons – people who act in a mechanical fashion
petrifi ed – dried up
stupefi ed – dazed

This chapter describes one of the infamous Death Marches. Toward the end of the war, when 
the Nazis realized that defeat was imminent, they moved tens of thousands of prisoners from 
the concentration camps in an attempt to cover up the atrocities Germany had committed. 
Thousands of prisoners, already severely weakened by disease and starvation, perished during 
these brutal forced marches made during the extremely cold winter months.

1. As the prisoners ran through the night, what orders were the S.S. guards under?

 The guards were required to shoot anyone who could not keep up.

2. “Death enveloped me, it suffocated me. It stuck to me like glue.” is an example of what 
literary device? (Pg. 86)

 Because something that is not human or alive, death, is given qualities of an animate 
object, the quote is an example of personifi cation. Use of personifi cation here helps Wiesel 
emphasize the insidiousness that death seemed to have.

3. Although Elie felt that he could have easily given up and died, why did he run on?

 He ran for his father’s sake. “What would he do without me?” (Pg. 87) he asked.

4. Given the situation and their physical condition, what was remarkable about their 
night’s journey?

 They covered forty-two miles in one day.

5. Some time later, Elie was awakened by his father. Why would he not let Elie sleep?

 He was afraid that if Elie really slept in the snow, he would never wake up.

6. What agreement did Elie and his father reach?

 Elie and his father agreed that they would watch out for each other and not let the other fall 
asleep.

7. Who was Rabbi Eliahu looking for?

 The Rabbi was trying to fi nd his son who had been with him in the camps for three years.
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8. Elie told the Rabbi that he had not seen his son, but later remembered that he had 
indeed seen the boy. What else did Elie remember about the Rabbi’s son?

 The son had seen his father slowing down and falling to the rear of the column of prisoners, 
but the son continued to run. Elie realized that the Rabbi’s son had wanted to get rid of his 
father.

9. What did Elie do in response?

 He prayed for the strength never to abandon his own father.

10. The second night’s march is different from the fi rst in what ways?

 Discipline was not enforced, and the guards no longer shot the slower prisoners.

11. When the prisoners fi nally reached their destination of Gleiwitz, a new danger arose. 
What was it?

 The men were in danger of being crushed to death or smothered by the bodies of the dead, the 
dying, and the still living.

12. Who was the boy underneath Elie?

 It was Juliek, a Polish boy who played the violin.

13. Some time during the night, what did Elie hear?

 Someone, probably Juliek, was playing the violin.

14. After three days, what happened?

 The prisoners were driven out of their barracks and marched to a railroad line to await the 
arrival of a train.

15. How did some of the prisoners try to distance themselves from the grim reality of their 
existence?

Some separated themselves through music, some with religion, and some by refusing to think 
about it.

16. This chapter is about hardship, perseverance, caring and not caring. List some quotes to 
support this generalization.

“Come father…I’ll watch over you and you’ll watch over me.” “Beneath our feet there lay 
men, crushed, trampled underfoot, dying. Nobody paid attention to them.” “He [the Rabbi’s 
son] had wanted to be rid of his father… to free himself of a burden” “give me the strength 
never to do what [the Rabbi’s] son has done.”
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Chapter 7

1. After the transport train stopped in the middle of a fi eld, what orders were given?

 The prisoners were ordered to throw out all the dead.

2. How did the prisoners respond? How did Elie save his father’s life?

 They were glad to throw out the corpses since it meant more room for the living and more 
clothes because the bodies were stripped naked.

 Two men, thinking that the old man was dead, were going to throw the father off the train, 
but Elie revived him.

3. How long did they travel?

 For ten days and nights they traveled in the open cattle cars. During this time the prisoners 
were not fed.

4. At one stop, a workman tossed in a piece of bread. What happened? How can you 
account for the prisoner’s actions?

 The prisoners began to fi ght with each other for the scrap of food. They were crazed with 
hunger; rational behavior seemed beyond the reach of most, but Elie and his father still 
seemed to be able to weigh risks and rewards.

5. What happened next?

 More workmen and curious spectators began throwing pieces of bread to the prisoners and 
watched as they fought for the food.

6. Why do you suppose Elie then tells the story about the woman throwing coins to the 
natives?

 He is making it clear that the actions of the workman were not acts of charity.

7. Throughout this chapter, how does Elie view the average German civilian?

He has told us several times that German civilians observed the inmates, but were not 
surprised or horrifi ed by what they saw. German workmen enjoyed the spectacle. One infers 
that Wiesel considers them as guilty of this horror as any of the S.S.
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8. What scene did Elie witness? At the end of this scene why do you suppose Elie tells us 
that he was fi fteen?

 A son beat his father to death for a scrap of bread. Then the son was beaten by others. The 
corpses of the father and son lay next to Elie. It is a horrifi c scene to be witnessed at any age, 
but at fi fteen, it is going to stay with him a long, long time.

9. During the last day of their journey, what happened?

 A bitterly cold wind arose, and it continued to snow. The men knew that they could not hold 
out much longer and began wailing, groaning, and crying.

10. Of the 100 men who had gotten on the train with Elie, how many got out? What does 
the death of Meir Katz suggest?

 Twelve. Survival had to do with more that just physical condition.

11. Where did the remaining prisoners fi nally arrived?

 They were now in Buchenwald, another concentration camp located in Germany.
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Chapter 8

1. After they arrived, the prisoners were supposed to shower. What did Elie’s father want to do?

 He wanted only to lie down in the snow to sleep and die.

2. Why did Elie shout at his father?

 He wanted to keep him from giving up.

3. What fi nally forced them inside?

 The sirens sounded an alert, and the guards drove the prisoners toward the blocks.

4. The next day when Elie went in search of his father, what was his fl eeting hope?

 He hoped he would not fi nd his father so that he could use all of his strength for his own 
survival.

5. Weakened further by dysentery, the father could not get out of his bunk? What further 
injury did some of the inmates do him?

They beat him and stole his food.

6. What advice did the block leader give Elie?

The man tells Elie: “Don’t forget that you are in a concentration camp. In this place it is 
every man for himself and you cannot think of others. Not even your father. In this place 
there is no such thing as father, brother, friend. Each of us lives and dies alone.” (Pg. 110)

7. Of the advice, Elie says— “He was right, I thought deep down, not daring to admit it to 
myself.” (Pg. 111) In what sense was the block leader right?

His advice was practical and logical; in the animal kingdom the instinct to survive is the 
strongest drive; apparently Elie hung on to his humanity because he ran to fi nd some soup for 
his father.

8. After lying ill for over a week, what fi nally happened to Elie’s father?

 A German offi cer, trying to silence him, hit Elie’s father violently on the head with a 
truncheon. Some time during the night, he was carried to the crematory.
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Chapter 9

1. How long was Elie’s stay at Buchenwald? What were his thoughts during this time?

 From mid January until April 11, Elie was a prisoner at Buchenwald. After the death of his 
father he felt nothing and thought only of food.

2. How did the prisoners know that the end of the war was near?

 The guard was late in arriving to count the prisoners. The guards had never been late before.

3. What did the prisoners think was going to happen to them?

 The prisoners thought Hitler was going to keep his promise, and that all the Jews would be 
executed.

4. What did the Germans decide to do with the prisoners?

 They were all to be evacuated (sent to the gas chambers), ten blocks each day.

5. Before all the prisoners could be evacuated, though, what happened?

 The resistance organization decided to fi ght back against the Germans. The Germans fl ed, 
and the resistance was now in charge of the camp.

6. Several hours later, what happened?

 American soldiers arrived at Buchenwald.

7. What comments did Wiesel make about the prisoners’ actions after liberation?

 He noted that there was no thought of revenge.

8. What happened to Elie after liberation?

 He got food poisoning three days after liberation and spent the next two weeks deathly ill.

9. What does the last line of this book suggest?

Wiesel says that the look in the eyes of the “corpse” that gazed back at him from the mirror 
has never left him. Those eyes that saw so much horrifi c suffering and death still feel the 
pain, and see the suffering that will always stay with him.

10. Why do you suppose that Wiesel always refers to his persecutors as Germans or S.S., but 
never Nazis?

There are some who say that it was not the German people, but the Nazis who were 
responsible for the Holocaust. Wiesel does not share that opinion.
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Night
Study Guide
Student Copy

Chapter 1 

Vocabulary
billeted – to be quartered or lodged, especially in reference to troops
boche – a derogatory term for German troops
fi rmament – the expanse of the heavens; the sky
ghetto – An area of a city which contains and restricts a certain portion of the population. 

The Jews of various Eastern European cities were forcibly relocated into cordoned-off 
areas of the city where overcrowding, starvation, and forced labor were the norm. The 
ghettos were eventually destroyed, as Jews were deported to the death camps.

Hasidism – the ultra-orthodox branch of Judaism that teaches the individual to raise every 
action in life to the level of prayer

Kabbalah or Kabbalah – the body of mystical teachings based on esoteric interpretations of 
ancient Hebrew scriptures

Miklos Horthy (1868 - 1957) – regent, or ruler, of Hungary from 1920 - 1944. He initially 
enacted harsh laws against the Jews of Hungary but later rejected German pressure to 
deport Jews. Horthy was exiled after Germany took over Hungary.

lorry – a truck
Moses Maimonides (1135 – 1204) –- Spanish-born physician, philosopher, and religious 

scholar who fl ed to Egypt to escape anti-Semitism in Spain
Passover – a holiday celebrating the Jews’ freedom from slavery in Egypt
Phylactery – small leather boxes containing strips of parchment inscribed with quotations 

from the Hebrew Scriptures used by Orthodox and Conservative Jewish men during 
worship

Talmud – the codifi ed body of Jewish civil and religious law including rabbinical 
commentaries on the Torah

Torah – the fi rst fi ve books of the Old Testament of the Bible
truncheon – a club 
waif – a forsaken or homeless childwaif – a forsaken or homeless childwaif
Zionism – political movement concerned with founding a Jewish state in Palestine

1. Who was Moishe the Beadle?

2. What does Wiesel tell the reader of Moishe?



S-2

3. How does Wiesel describe himself as a boy of 12?

4. How does Wiesel describe his father?

5. Why did Elie’s father prohibit him from studying the Kabbalah?

6. How did Wiesel realize his wish to study the Kabbalah?

7. What happened to Moishe?

8. Several months later, Elie saw Moishe the Beadle again. What story did Moishe tell?

9. How was Moishe able to escape?
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10. How had Moishe changed as a result of his experience?

11. How did other people in the village react to Moishe’s story? Why do you suppose they 
reacted this way?

12. In the spring of 1944, what political changes occurred in Hungary?

13. What was the attitude of the Jews of Sighet?

14. What literary device does Wiesel employ to emphasize the foolish optimism and denial 
of facts of the Jews living in Sighet? How is it used?

15. After the Germans arrived in Sighet, what was the prevailing attitude among the 
residents?

16. After Passover, Wiesel says, “the curtain fi nally rose.” (Pg. 10) What does this refer to? 
What happened?
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17. What was bitterly ironic about the comments that Wiesel’s father made regarding the 
wearing of the yellow star?

18. What was the Germans’ next step?

19. How did the Jews react to this?

20. The Germans had other plans for the Jews of Sighet, however. What were those plans?

21. The Wiesel family were among the last to leave the large ghetto. Where were they sent?

22. Where did they go?

23. Despite all that happened, even after the Germans entered the capital of the Budapest, 
Wiesel tell us that people still remained optimistic about their future. How can you 
explain this optimism?
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24. In this chapter Wiesel uses images from nature. How does he use the sun?

25. What does this imagery of night suggest? 

“Night. No one was praying for the night to pass quickly. The stars were but sparks 
of the immense confl agration that was consuming us. Were this confl agration to be 
extinguished one day, nothing would be left in the sky but extinct stars and unseeing 
eyes.” (Pg. 21)

26. Given the fact that the title of this book is Night, what do you suppose a major theme in 
this work will be?

27. A memoir is a story of one’s life told by the person similar to an autobiography. Describe 
the tone of this memoir, and speculate on why Wiesel chooses to use this tone.

28. Identify each of the steps in the German plan, and point out how the cunning of the 
German plan and the people’s human need for optimism in the face of danger led the 
Jews of Sighet to the transports to Auschwitz.
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Chapter 2

Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp was located in Poland, near Krakow, in the town 
of Oswiecim. Auschwitz was fi rst established by the Nazis in 1941 under the direction of 
Heinrich Himmler, chief of the Gestapo. Auschwitz I, the fi rst camp, held about 10,000 
prisoners; the second site, Auschwitz II or Birkenau, was about 2 miles from the original. It is 
estimated that up to 4 million people were murdered at Auschwitz. Because Jews made up the 
greatest number of those killed there, Auschwitz has become a symbol of the Holocaust. At 
least 1/3 of the 5 – 6 million Jews killed during the Holocaust died at Auschwitz. Additionally, 
there were about 40 satellite camps for forced labor in the area around Auschwitz, collectively 
known as Auschwitz III.

1. After several days of travel, what did the prisoners fi nally realize?

2. Wiesel’s description of Madame Schächter, “she looked like a withered tree in a 
cornfi eld” is an example of what fi gure of speech?

3. What happened to Madame Schächter, and what did she do?

4. Madame Schächter’s hysterical screaming of “Fire! Fire” is an example of what literary 
device?

5. How did this affect those in the cattle car with her?

6. When the prisoners were fi nally unloaded from the train, where were they? What was 
signifi cant about the time?
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Chapter 3

Vocabulary
antechamber – a smaller room serving as an entrance into a larger room
devoid – completely lacking, empty
Job – from the Old Testament of the Bible; Job was a deeply religious man who retained his 

faith even though he suffered great illness and loss.
leprous – resembling leprosy 
lucidity – clarity 
Kapo – a concentration camp inmate (Jew) appointed by the S.S. to be in charge of a work 

group.
Josef Mengele – a German S.S. physician notorious for pseudo-scientifi c experiments 

particularly on Gypsies and twins.
SonderKommando – S.S. or Einsatzgruppe, also refers to the Jewish slave labor units that 

removed bodies of those who were gassed in extermination camps.
S.S. (Schutzstaffel) – an elite unit of the Nazi party that acted as political police and oversaw 

the operation of the concentration camps.
wizened – dried up, withered

1. Immediately after the Jews were unloaded from the train, what do the German offi cers do?

2. The men were then marched before Dr. Josef Mengele. What did he do? What was his 
purpose?

3. What did another prisoner say would happen to Elie’s group?

4. When some of the younger men wanted to rush the guards, even if they died in the 
effort, what did the older people counsel?

5. What did Elie witness while he was standing in line? What was his reaction to what he 
saw?
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6. When Elie realized that he and his father may be burned, what plan did he devise?

7. The scene of Wiesel and his father approaching the inferno is particularly vivid. How is 
such artistry achieved?

8. What did Elie revolt against?

9. One way an author has to effectively emphasize a point is through selective repetition 
of a word or phrase. What phrase does Wiesel employ to highlight the horror of his fi rst 
night in the concentration camp?

10. List the things that Wiesel says he shall never forget.

11. Another method of emphasis is through the use of imagery. What images are used 
frequently throughout Night.

12. Elie and his father are spared from the fl ames. What happened to them next in the 
course of their processing at Auschwitz?
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13. This marked the end of Elie’s fi rst night at Auschwitz. What natural sign marked the 
beginning of the next day? What does Elie tells us of the change in himself?

14. Why did Elie berate himself so severely?

15. Where were Elie and his father marched to?

16. What was Elie’s fi rst impression of Auschwitz?

17. What was unusual about the prisoner in charge of their barracks?

18. The next day, the prisoners underwent a last step in their admission process. What was it? 

19. Who did Elie meet after several days at the camp?

20. What did Stein want?
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21. How did Elie respond to Stein’s request for information?

22. Since the prisoner in charge of their block was kind, and since there was no work to be 
done, Elie and his father tried to avoid being transported anywhere else. How were they 
able to avoid being transported?

23. Why was the prisoner in charge of their block replaced? Find the ironic statement on 
page 44.

24. Stein continued to visit the Wiesels, but suddenly they no longer saw him again. What 
happened to Stein?

25. How did some religious Jews see their troubles? How did Elie feel about God?

26. Finally, Elie and his father were moved from their barracks. Where were they taken?
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Chapter 4

Vocabulary
Aryan Race – a term that referred to people of Northern European racial background. The 

Nazi aim was to preserve the purity of German blood. Jews and Gypsies were excluded.
Buna – operated by I.G. Farben, was one of the forced labor camps that were part of 

Auschwitz III. Prisoners were routinely starved. It was found that most prisoners on the 
so-called “I.G. Farben Diet” lost an average of 7 – 9 pounds per week. The average work 
life of these slave laborers was about 3 months, after which they were too weak for any 
useful labor and were gassed at one of the nearby concentration camps.

gallows – structure used for hangings
Himmler, Heinrich – Nazi leader, second in command to Hitler

1. How did the new camp appear to Elie?

2. As part of their medical examinations, prisoners were examined by a dentist. What was 
he looking for?

3. After several days, Elie and his father were assigned to a work detail. What were they to do?

4. What potential problems were there in this job?

5. Why was Elie called to the dentist?

6. How did Elie avoid having his tooth pulled?

7. Why was Elie so pleased about saving his gold crown?
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8. What fi nally happened to the dentist and why?

9. What happened to Elie one day at the factory?

10. Who cleaned the blood from Elie and soothed him with kind words? What was unusual 
about her?

11. Elie tells of meeting this same woman many years later in Paris. What important 
question did he ask her, and what was her reply?

12. What else did Idek do to the Wiesels? How did Elie respond?

13. What did Franek, the Polish foreman, want from Elie? What was Elie’s response?

14. How did the foreman get revenge on Elie and his father for refusing to give up the gold 
tooth?

15. How did Elie try to stop the beatings? Was he successful?

16. What did Elie fi nally do? What was the irony in all of this?
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17. All of the Kapos were also prisoners, and most were Jewish. Are you surprised about 
how cruel and greedy they were?

18. Why did Elie’s unit have to go to the warehouse on a Sunday, even though they were not 
required to work?

19. How did Idek punish Elie for spying on him?

20. Why was a prisoner shot during an Allied air raid on the prison camp?

21. Why were the prisoners happy about the air raid even though they might have been 
killed by bombs?

22. One day, the prisoners were told that soup would not be distributed until after roll call. 
Why was this?

23. What other public execution does Wiesel write about.

24. Why was this execution particularly cruel?
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Chapter 5 

Vocabulary
crucible – a severe test, a trial
fortnight – 14 days
mountebank – clown, jokestermountebank – clown, jokestermountebank
monochrome – in a single color
musulmann – prison camp slang for a prisoner who was so weakened he was not expected to 

live much longer.
Red Army – Soviet Russian army. Russia was one of the Allied powers (Britain, Free France, 

and the U.S.) during World War II.
Rosh Hashanah – the Jewish New Year
Yom Kippur – Day of Atonement

1. What literary device does Wiesel use to illustrate his disillusionment with God? (pg. 67)

2. Wiesel’s description of himself as “ashes” is an example of which fi gure of speech? What 
does the term suggest?

3. Wiesel’s assertion that man (and thus Wiesel) himself is stronger than God is an 
example of what literary device?

4. During Yom Kippur, what did the prisoners debate?

5. What “gift” did the Germans have for the prisoners for the New Year?
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6. The head of Elie’s block gave some words of advice to the prisoners to improve their 
chances and avoid being selected. What did he say?

7. When Elie’s number was not written down for selection what joke did his friend make?

8. What did the head of the block tell everyone after the selection process was over? Why 
did he say this?

9. Several days later though, some of the prisoners were told that they were not to report to 
work but would instead stay in camp. Who were these prisoners?

10. What was to become of these men?

11. What did Elie’s father give to Elie, and what did Elie ironically call it?

12. What happened to Elie’s father?
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13. Why was Akiba Drumer chosen for selection according to Elie?

14. What did Akiba Drumer ask of his fellow prisoners?

15. Why do you suppose they never honored the request?

16. When winter came to the camp, what happened to Elie?

17. What was the doctor’s diagnosis?

18. Was the operation successful?

19. Two days after Elie’s operation, what rumor began circulating around the camp?
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20. Why was this good news for the prisoners?

21. The prisoners had heard similar rumors in the past. Why were they particularly hopeful 
this time?

22. Why did Elie’s hospital neighbor refuse to be fooled?

23. What bad news did the prisoners receive that day?

24. What choice did Elie and his father have to make that day? What was their decision?

25. What became of those people who stayed behind in the hospital?
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Chapter 6

Vocabulary
automatons – people who act in a mechanical fashion
petrifi ed – dried up
stupefi ed – dazed

This chapter describes one of the infamous Death Marches. Toward the end of the war, when 
the Nazis realized that defeat was imminent, they moved tens of thousands of prisoners from 
the concentration camps in an attempt to cover up the atrocities Germany had committed. 
Thousands of prisoners, already severely weakened by disease and starvation, perished during 
these brutal forced marches made during the extremely cold winter months.

1. As the prisoners ran through the night, what orders were the S.S. guards under?

2. “Death enveloped me, it suffocated me. It stuck to me like glue.” is an example of what 
literary device? (Pg. 86)

3. Although Elie felt that he could have easily given up and died, why did he run on?

4. Given the situation and their physical condition, what was remarkable about their 
night’s journey?
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5. Some time later, Elie was awakened by his father. Why would he not let Elie sleep?

6. What agreement did Elie and his father reach?

7. Who was Rabbi Eliahu looking for?

8. Elie told the Rabbi that he had not seen his son, but later remembered that he had 
indeed seen the boy. What else did Elie remember about the Rabbi’s son?

9. What did Elie do in response?

10. The second night’s march is different from the fi rst in what ways?
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11. When the prisoners fi nally reached their destination of Gleiwitz, a new danger arose. 
What was it?

12. Who was the boy underneath Elie?

13. Some time during the night, what did Elie hear?

14. After three days, what happened?

15. How did some of the prisoners try to distance themselves from the grim reality of their 
existence?

16. This chapter is about hardship, perseverance, caring and not caring. List some quotes to 
support this generalization.
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Chapter 7

1. After the transport train stopped in the middle of a fi eld, what orders were given?

2. How did the prisoners respond? How did Elie save his father’s life?

3. How long did they travel?

4. At one stop, a workman tossed in a piece of bread. What happened? How can you 
account for the prisoner’s actions?

5. What happened next?

6. Why do you suppose Elie then tells the story about the woman throwing coins to the 
natives?
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7. Throughout this chapter, how does Elie view the average German civilian?

8. What scene did Elie witness? At the end of this scene why do you suppose Elie tells us 
that he was fi fteen?

9. During the last day of their journey, what happened?

10. Of the 100 men who had gotten on the train with Elie, how many got out? What does 
the death of Meir Katz suggest?

11. Where did the remaining prisoners fi nally arrived?
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Chapter 8

1. After they arrived, the prisoners were supposed to shower. What did Elie’s father want to do?

2. Why did Elie shout at his father?

3. What fi nally forced them inside?

4. The next day when Elie went in search of his father, what was his fl eeting hope?

5. Weakened further by dysentery, the father could not get out of his bunk? What further 
injury did some of the inmates do him?

6. What advice did the block leader give Elie?

7. Of the advice, Elie says— “He was right, I thought deep down, not daring to admit it to 
myself.” (Pg. 111) In what sense was the block leader right?

8. After lying ill for over a week, what fi nally happened to Elie’s father?
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Chapter 9

1. How long was Elie’s stay at Buchenwald? What were his thoughts during this time?

2. How did the prisoners know that the end of the war was near?

3. What did the prisoners think was going to happen to them?

4. What did the Germans decide to do with the prisoners?

5. Before all the prisoners could be evacuated, though, what happened?
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6. Several hours later, what happened?

7. What comments did Wiesel make about the prisoners’ actions after liberation?

8. What happened to Elie after liberation?

9. What does the last line of this book suggest?

10. Why do you suppose that Wiesel always refers to his persecutors as Germans or S.S., but 
never Nazis?
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