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To  T h e  Te a c h e r

In order to allow the teacher maximum flexibility in his or her
approach, we have grouped the prompts by sections.  The teacher
may, therefore, assign specific prompts or allow the students to
select one or more prompts from each section

For A n i m a l  F a r m , we also have these materials:

Teaching Unit
Book
Audio
Video

See our catalogue, visit our web site at www.prestwickhouse.com,
or call 1-800-932-4593 for more information.
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To The Student

Although we may read a novel, play, or work of non-fiction for enjoyment,
each time we read one, we are building and practicing important basic reading
skills. In our ever-more complex society, in which reading has become more and
more crucial for success, this, in itself, is an important reason to spend time
reading for enjoyment.

Some readers, however, are able to go beyond basic reading techniques and
are able to practice higher thinking skills by reflecting on what they have read
and how what they read affects them. It is this act of reflection–that is, stopping
to think about what you are reading–that this journal is attempting to
encourage.

To aid you, we have included writing prompts for each section; however, if
you find something that you wish to respond to in the book more compelling
than our prompts, you should write about that. We hope you enjoy reading this
book and that the act of responding to what you have read increases this
enjoyment.

After you read the indicated sections, choose the questions to which you
will respond. Keep in mind that there are no right or wrong answers to these
prompts, and there is no one direction in which you must go.
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C h a p t e r  O n e

1. Old Major is highly respected and looked to for guidance by all the ani-
mals on Manor Farm. Write a paragraph describing a public figure you
admire.

2. The animals reflect upon the significance of their lives. Take a moment
to contemplate the purpose of human life. Create a diary entry giving
your opinion about the meaning of life.

3. In his speech to the animals, Old Major states, “The life of an animal is
misery and slavery.” Write a letter to your local SPCA discussing the
problem of cruelty to animals and overpopulation. Do you believe they
are being handled adequately, or do you feel more needs to be done?

4. Man is condemned as being the root of all the animals’ problems.
Imagine you are in a debate with Old Major. Write a defense for
mankind based upon Old Major’s accusations about us in Animal Farm.
Be sure to include any advantages animals gain from being cared for by
humans.

5. The animals anticipate a time of revolution against mankind. Write
about a historical political revolution. What were the circumstances sur-
rounding the event, and do you feel the revolt was justified?
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C h a p t e r  T w o

6. Old Major’s speech gives the animals “a completely new outlook on life.”
Describe a speech or an event in your life that gave you a new perspec-
tive on something.

7. The pigs assume leadership because they are the cleverest animals. Make
a list of ten qualities you think a good leader needs to possess. Which
trait of the ten do you believe is the most important? Why?

8. Moses is disliked because he tells tales and does not work. Write about
a character from a book or movie that you don’t like because he or she
is dishonest.

9. The horses, Boxer and Clover, completely accept the pigs’ leadership on
blind faith. Did you or someone you know ever accept something with-
out fully understanding it? Explain.

10. After a long period of not being fed, the animals rebel against Mr. Jones.
Describe a time when you or someone you know was pushed to the limit
either physically, scholastically, or temperamentally. What was the
result?
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11. The animal rebellion terrifies the men and causes them to leave the farm.
Think back to a time when you were frightened by someone. Write a let-
ter to that person and explain how the fear made you feel.

12. The animals are both incredulous and ecstatic that the rebellion is suc-
cessful. In a letter to a friend, describe a time you were proud of an
acquired goal. How much effort did you use, and by what means did you
accomplish your goal?

13. After seizing control of the farm, the animals make an inspection and
find “it was as though they had never seen these things before.”
Complete the following dialogue by explaining to a friend, who doesn’t
understand, why the animals have a fresh outlook on the farm.

Friend: How can the farm seem new if the animals have
lived there their entire lives?

You: The farm seems new because…

14. Imagine you have a pen pal in another state or country. Write a letter in
which you describe your town. What aspects of where you live are you
most proud of?
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15. The seven commandments are created for all the animals to follow.
Compose a list of ten rules you believe all people need to follow. Do not
copy from the Ten Commandments, but you may rephrase them. How
does your list differ from that of the animals? Across from each rule,
write a short sentence that either provides a reason for that rule or gives
a proper punishment for breaking it.

C h a p t e r  T h r e e

16. The pigs supervise and the direct the work of other animals. Why do you
suppose it is so easy for the pigs to assume control over the others? How
does this relate to Joseph Stalin’s reign?

17. The animals appreciate their food more because they produce it them-
selves. Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper discussing something
you feel Americans take for granted. Are you included in this group?

18. Boxer receives more duties for being the most dedicated and hardest
working animal on the farm. Describe a situation from a book, movie, or
real life where someone is taken advantage of by being rewarded for
good work with more responsibilities.

19. List at least three comparisons between Animal Farm and the Russian
Revolution that you have found so far.
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20. Napoleon and Snowball argue over whether to spend more time training
the young or old animals. Napoleon insists “the education of the young
was more important than anything that could be done for those who
were already grown up.” Which side do you agree with, and why?

21. The animals are told it is for their own welfare that the pigs receive all
the milk and apples. Have you ever felt taken advantage of by another?
Write a diary entry written by the person who took advantage of you.

C h a p t e r  F o u r

22. The neighbors of Animal Farm are in disbelief of the animal rebellion
and think it is ridiculous. Why do you think this is so? Write a letter to
a friend describing the most ridiculous, real-life event you have ever
heard about. 

23. Pilkington and Frederick are frightened by the animal rebellion.
Although Animal Farm is well managed, the men call the rebellion
unnatural and insist the animals cannot survive. Write a paragraph
about a time you or someone you know had trouble accepting a change.
Why do you suppose some people have difficulty with change?

24. The men wage war against the animals in an attempt to regain control.
Create a list of as many countries as you know about in which wars are
going on today. Does this tell you anything about human nature? When
do you believe war is justifiable?
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25. The flag and Beasts of England are symbols used to unite the animals
under a common cause. Symbols help people understand difficult con-
cepts. The U.S. flag is a symbol of patriotism, and it brings up many
strong feelings. Write a letter to the editor of your school newspaper
explaining your thoughts about people who burn the American flag.

26. Snowball and the sheep are proclaimed as heroes for their fighting at the
Battle of the Cowshed. Compose a paragraph about someone you con-
sider a hero or about a role model you have. What character traits do
you admire in this individual?

C h a p t e r  F i v e

27. Clover doesn’t know how to react when she catches Mollie conversing
with a human. Put yourself in Clover’s situation. Imagine you catch a
friend talking to an enemy. What would you do?

28. Mollie’s vanity causes her to leave Animal Farm and go somewhere
where she will be pampered. Describe someone from a book, movie, or
real life who is conceited. What is your opinion of this sort of person?

29. Snowball and Napoleon disagree about everything concerning Animal
Farm. Is there a person you don’t always agree with or have gotten into
an argument with? Explain the situation. What advice would you give to
Snowball and Napoleon?



12

A n i m a l  F a r m

© Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc.

30. The animals use a voting method to make choices concerning Animal
Farm. Write an editorial for your local newspaper titled, “The Word of
Democracy.” In it, discuss your viewpoint of a democratic government
in countries that do not have this form of government now.

31. Napoleon uses his militaristic dogs to chase Snowball away and seize
control of Animal Farm. Write a paragraph for a history textbook about
a similar event in world history in which a country was seized by a dic-
tator.

32. Napoleon slanders Snowball’s past bravery and good deeds. As a result,
Snowball looses his prestige among the animals. Relate an incident from
real life, a book, or a movie when a person is falsely accused of some-
thing and, as a result, is shunned by others. Examples could be politi-
cians, people convicted of crimes, your unpopular classmates, or even
yourself.

C h a p t e r  S i x

33. A heavier workload is given to the animals. Although the additional
hours are voluntary, “any animal who absented himself from it would
have his rations reduced by half.” Describe a rule or law you believe is
unfair. Why do you feel this way? If given the chance, how would you
revise it?
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34. Imagine that you are Mr. Jones. Write a letter to the new leaders of
Animal Farm explaining how you could help them.

35. In your opinion, how much influence does the media have on individu-
als and society? What do you see in the media or on television that you
disagree with? Explain your answer.

36. The collapse of the windmill represents the trials communist Russia
faced to establish modern industries. Compose a letter to a friend
describing the hardest goal you have ever endeavored to attain. What
obstacles did you meet?

37. Take a moment to think about the many differences between capitalism
and communism. Write a paragraph giving your opinion of the two eco-
nomic systems, and state which system you most agree with. Support
your answer.

38. Relate a time you or someone you know failed at reaching a goal but
continued to try again. Was the goal accomplished? Do you set goals for
yourself? Make a list of five short-term goals (those you want to achieve
within a year) and long-term goals (those you want to accomplish with-
in ten years).
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C h a p t e r  S e v e n

39. The animals begin to go hungry as food rations are cut. People, too, are
suffering from life threatening dangers such as hunger. Compose a letter
to the President of the United States explaining what you think should
be done to help end hunger in this country and also globally.

40. The hens go on strike because they feel they are being treated unjustly.
Recall a strike you heard about in real life, and write a paragraph
describing it. What were the events leading to the strike? Do you feel a
strike was necessary, or were there other ways to settle the matter?

41. Compose a letter to the editor of a local newspaper in which you discuss
your opinion of labor unions. What are the advantages and disadvan-
tages of a union for both the employee and the business?

42. The pigs claim Snowball is to blame for all the mischief on Animal Farm
and, even though Snowball is not there, the animals believe he is guilty.
Why do you suppose some people are easily persuaded? Do you know
anyone who is gullible? Explain. Why, in your opinion, is it easy to
blame someone who is not present?

43. The animals are frightened of Snowball’s “invisible influence, pervading
the air about them and menacing them with all kinds of dangers.”
Remember a time when you were younger and create a diary entry for
the night that someone told you a story that frightened you. 



15

R e s p o n s e  J o u r n a l

© Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc.

44. Make a list of at least five similarities between Stalin and Napoleon.

C h a p t e r  E i g h t

45. The commandments are changed to suit the pigs’ behavior. Revise some
of your school’s rules so that they suit you more. Next to each item, give
a short reason the existing rule needs to be changed.

46. Some animals are executed on the spot if they are guilty of a crime. Write
a paragraph about your feelings on the death penalty. Do you feel it is
ethical? If so, for what crimes should anyone receive the sentence? If
not, explain your answer.

47. The animals’ memories are weak, and they easily forget past events and
rules. Write a letter to an imaginary friend describing your earliest mem-
ory. It might begin:

Dear __________,
You know, I was thinking last night before I fell asleep. I could remem-
ber my first day of kindergarten, and then my mind went further back
to…
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48. Napoleon treats Pilkington as an ally but sells the lumber to Frederick.
Complete the following discussion by giving your opinion on these
agreements and when, if ever, they can be broken.

Friend: It doesn’t matter if Napoleon promised Pilkington
the lumber because he didn’t sign a contract. Do
you think it’s dishonorable to break a verbal agree-
ment?

You: I think…

49. After his dishonesty with the neighbors, Napoleon is fooled by Frederick
and refused aid by Pilkington. Discuss whether you believe Napoleon
deserves this treatment from his neighbors. Give your opinion of the
statement, “What goes around comes around.”

50. Frederick wages war on Animal Farm, and his men use guns against the
animals. Discuss your point of view on one of the following topics:
• gun control 
• who has a right to bear arms
• how easy should it be to attain a gun 
• should there be a waiting period before a gun can be bought
• how safe are guns
• “guns don’t kill people, people kill people”
• safety locks must be mandatory
• people need to take a course in gun safety before owning a gun
• the U.S. Constitution allows American to own guns
• no one needs an assault rifle
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C h a p t e r  N i n e

51. A class system is established on Animal Farm. The pigs’ lives are lavish
compared to that of the other animals’ hard conditions. Explain the dif-
ferent classes you see in the United States. Does any class take advantage
of another? Support your answer.

52. If you were an animal living on Animal Farm, which would you prefer:
living a hard life free from the rule of man, or living a comfortable life
under the rule of man? Defend your opinion.

53. The pigs take pride in wearing green ribbons on their tails every Sunday.
Describe something in your life that you take pride in, whether it’s a tal-
ent, a possession, or something else. Do people who show off by what
they wear bother you? Explain.

54. Moses describes Sugarcandy Mountain as “that happy country where we
poor animals shall rest for ever from our labors.” What do you think
Moses and Sugarcandy Mountain represent?

55. Boxer forces himself to work hard every day until he finally collapses
from exhaustion. If there were a contest for the hardest working person
you know, whose name would you submit? Write a letter to the contest
committee explaining why this person deserves to win the contest.
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56. All the animals are horrified and upset when they realize Boxer is being
taken to a glue factory. Write a letter to the editor of a local newspaper
stating your opinion of whether animals can feel the same emotions as
people.

C h a p t e r  T e n

57. Any hope of retirement has diminished for the animals. Think ahead in
your life. What do you plan to do as a career, and at what age do you
hope to retire? How will you spend your retirement?

58. The older animals recall the earlier days of the Rebellion while trying to
compare the present conditions to the past. The younger animals, how-
ever, have no basis for comparison and can only look to the older ani-
mals for advice. Relate the best experience you have had with a senior
citizen. 

59. What is your reaction to when the pigs begin to walk on two legs and
carry whips? Are you surprised? Why or why not?

60. Give your thoughts and feelings about Orwell’s statement, “The crea-
tures outside looked from pig to man, and from man to pig, and from pig
to man again; but already it was impossible to say which was which.” 
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W r a p - u p

61. Write a list of three things you liked best and three things you liked least
about Animal Farm.

62. Explain how Animal Farm proves that the pen is mightier than the
sword.

63. Write a newspaper article titled, “The Government Versus the People.”
In the article, give your opinion of the obligations and limitations a gov-
ernment has with the people it governs.

64. How do you see Animal Farm being run twenty years after the end of the
book? Who will be in charge—the pigs, animals, or humans?

65. Write an imaginary letter to the author of Animal Farm, George Orwell,
expressing what you have learned from his book.
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T e s t
1. At the end of the novel, the pigs

A. give up their power voluntarily.
B. are overthrown by the other animals.
C. wind up looking just like the humans.
D. are run off by the humans.
E. Both B and D

2. In the novel, the masses (common people) are represented by the
A. Rabbits.
B. Pigs.
C. Sheep.
D. Chickens.
E. Mules.

3. Squealer is
A. a stool pigeon.
B. an agent for the humans.
C. a propagandist for the pigs.
D. a hen.
E. a farm hand for Pilkington.

4. Benjamin’s best friend is
A. Snowball.
B. Boxer.
C. Clover.
D. Major.
E. Napoleon.

5. The scapegoat for all the farm’s trouble is
A. Snowball.
B. Farmer Jones.
C. Boxer.
D. Benjamin.
E. Squealer.
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6. The incident that initially gets the animals thinking about revolution is
A. Farmer Jones’ cruelty.
B. The slaughter of the turkeys.
C. Old Major’s dream.
D. Snowball’s manual for revolt.
E. Moses the raven.

7. Sugarcandy Mountain is meant to represent
A. Germany.
B. Western Nations.
C. Heaven.
D. Hell.
E. Russia.

8. The name the animals give to their revolutionary philosophy is
A. Democracy.
B. Socialism.
C. Capitalism.
D. Communism.
E. Animalism.

9. The first sign of the pigs’ corruption is
A. the sale of the wood.
B. the party with the humans.
C. the drunken party.
D. the missing milk.
E. the plans for the windmill.

10. Which statement is not one of the original commandments:
A. No animal shall wear clothes.
B. No animal shall sleep in a bed with sheets.
C. All animals are equal.
D. No animal shall drink alcohol to excess.
E. Both B and D
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11. The Rebellion begins when
A. Jones whips Boxer.
B. the hungry animals break into the store-shed.
C. Jones overworks the animals bringing in the harvest.
D. Snowball sounds the emergency alarm.

12. In this novel, Orwell wanted to
A. satirize the Russian revolution.
B. attack Totalitarianism and its methods.
C. show the sadness of a dream of freedom squashed.
D. describe the plight of animals.
E. A, B, and C

13. Based on the book, you could assume that Stalin 
A. mistrusted his army (dogs).
B. hated the United States.
C. believed in God.
D. wanted complete authority.
E. believed in cooperation with all groups in society.

14. Which of the statements that Old Major makes about life under Jones
come to pass under the pigs?
A. Boxer would be sent to the knacker’s when he became too old to 

work.
B. The eggs of the hens would be taken and sold.
C. When the dogs grow old and toothless, they will be thrown in a 

pond with bricks around their necks.
D. Both A and B
E. Education will make life better.

15. The windmill is destroyed by
A. Snowball.
B. a storm.
C. Frederick and his men.
D. Napoleon.
E. Both B and C
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16. Boxer is a hard worker,
A. but he does not feel appreciated.
B. and he gets angry at the lazy animals.
C. and he believes everything his leaders tell him.
D. but he hates the pigs.
E. but he knows nothing about farming.

17. The confessions and the killings in front of the farmhouse represent
A. Hilter’s mistreatment of minorities.
B. Stalin’s show trials and executions.
C. the persecution of religious minorities.
D. war between countries.
E. A, B, and C

18. Boxer’s initial motto is
A. “I think I can.”
B. “Be the best you can.”
C. “There is no ‘I’ in teamwork.”
D. “I will work harder.”

19. At one point, Squealer comes out and says that Napoleon is dying. He says
this because
A. they wanted everyone to feel sorry for Napoleon.
B. Napoleon had too much alcohol the night before and had a 

hangover.
C. he was seriously injured by the dogs.
D. they were trying to fool Frederick and his men.
E. Both C and D

20. Who could read but rarely did because he did not think there was any-
thing worth reading?
A. Napoleon
B. Snowball
C. Farmer Jones
D. Boxer
E. Benjamin
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T e s t
S t u d e n t  A n s w e r  S h e e t

Name:____________________________

1._____ 11._____

2._____ 12._____

3._____ 13._____

4._____ 14._____

5._____ 15._____

6._____ 16._____

7._____ 17._____

8._____ 18._____

9._____ 19._____

10._____ 20._____
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An Annotated Bibliography
on Response Journals

Response Journals: Inviting Students to Think and Write Literature 
By Julie Wollman-Bonilla
This slim volume covers the how and why of having students keep response
journals.  From defending your choice to use response journals as a part of
your writing and literature class, to techniques for assessing the impact of
response journals. 
ISBN: 0590491377 $12.95
Publisher: Scholastic

Old Faithful: 18 Writers Present Their Favorite Writing Assignments
Edited by Christopher Edgar and Ron Padgett
Creative writers and teachers describe their single best writing assignment–the
one that never fails to inspire students.
ISBN: 0915924455 $14.95
Publisher: Teachers and Writers Collaborative

Journal Jumpstarts: Quick Topics and Tips for Journal Writing 
By Patricia Woodward and Patricia Howard 
Contains over 400 writing topics that appeal to young people.    
ISBN: 0939791366 $7.95  
Publisher: Cottonwood Press

Journal Keeping with Young People  
By Barbara A. Steiner and Kathleen C. Phillips 
A great deal of useful information pertaining to Response Journals is con-
tained in this book’s 80 pages.
ISBN: 0872878724 $12.95
Publisher: Teacher Ideas Press 

Idea Catcher for Kids: An Inspiring Journal for Young Writers 
By Bill Zimmerman  
Hundreds of creative writing prompts, including prompts written by students
responding to Mr. Zimmerman’s previous book, A Book of Questions.                
ISBN: 0316120200 $9.99
Publisher: Little, Brown & Company 
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T e s t
A n s w e r  K e y

1.__C_ 11.__B__

2.__C__ 12.__E__

3.__C__ 13.__D__

4.__B__ 14.__D__

5.__A__ 15.__E__

6.__C__ 16.__C__

7.__C__ 17.__B__

8.__E__ 18.__D__

9.__D__ 19.__B _

10.__E__ 20.__E__



28

A n i m a l  F a r m

© Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc.

NOTES



P R E S T W I C K  H O U S E  L I T E R A R Y  T O U C H S T O N E  C L A S S I C S ™

   Retail Price  Intro.   Discount

200053 .......Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  - Twain ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT  ●AP ........................................● ........................................●   $4.99  ........... $2.49 
200473 .......Adventures of Tom Sawyer, The  - Twain ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT .............................................● .............................................●     $4.99  ..........$2.49 

202116 .......Alice’s Adventure in Wonderland  - Carroll ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ..............................................● ..............................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99   

202118 .......Antigone  - Sophocles ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT .............................................................................● .............................................................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99   

200141 .......Awakening, The  - Chopin ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT  ●AP .................................................................● .................................................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99

202111 .......Beowulf  - Roberts (ed.) ●  TU ..................................................................................● ..................................................................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99   

204866 .......Best of Poe, The: The Tell-Tale Heart, The Raven, 

The Cask of Amontillado, and 30 Others  - Poe ..................................................   $4.99 ...........  $2.49   
200150 .......Call of the Wild, The  - London ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ..............................................................● ..............................................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99   

200348 .......Canterbury Tales  - Chaucer ●  TU ..........................................................................● ..........................................................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99   

200179 .......Christmas Carol, A  - Dickens Christmas Carol, A  - Dickens Christmas Carol, A ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ................................................................● ................................................................●   $3.99 ...........$1.99   

201198 .......Crime and Punishment  - Dostoyevsky ●  TU ..........................................................● ..........................................................●   $6.99 ...........  $3.49   

200694 .......Doll’s House, A  - Ibsen Doll’s House, A  - Ibsen Doll’s House, A ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ..........................................................................● ..........................................................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99   
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